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immediately into blaming someone else when things 

Teaching Ideas 

Exploring other perspectives: Ask students to think of 
a time when they felt wronged in some way, as Murdley 
did when the bird laid an egg on his head. Murdley 
didn’t directly cause the bird to lay the egg, but as he 

could have them tell the story out loud instead of writing 
it down.

Happy accidents: Sometimes when artists are working 

mistake. Be on the lookout for this wonderful teaching 
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It Wasn’t My Fault   by HELEN LESTER
Illustrated by LYNN MUNSINGER

Book Summary: Murdley Gurdson doesn’t understand 

always looks for someone else to blame for it. That’s 

as working together.

Discussion Questions  
for Read Aloud

blame someone else for their own actions. Have you 
ever blamed someone else for something that was 

of a time where you or someone you know made 
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Introduction: Remind students of the ways in which 
each character’s actions affect the next in the story 
It Wasn’t My Fault. Tell them that they will have the 

chain of characters and events that could follow. You 
might model making notes about this to show students 

Work Time:  As students work, you can circulate and 

making sure the characters and events connect in ways 

drawing a conclusion or a lesson from the sequence of 

You might carry It Wasn’t My Fault with you as go so 
that you have it on hand to study with students who 

Share: 

their work. You might have students read their drafts 

with a lesson, as Helen Lester did.

about something he or she calls a mistake, you can teach 

Practice with sequencing: 

events chronologically. For very young children or 

of Murdley and the animals on them and ask them 

chronologically.

A Writing Lesson: Chain Stories 

Materials Needed:

Background Knowledge: 
read It Wasn’t My Fault with your students several 
times and discussed the ways in which each character’s 

It 
Wasn’t My Fault

or cumulative tale, in which each event directly affects 

this structure before writing one of their own. This 
lesson assumes that students are writing independently, 
but if you are working with less experienced or beginning 
writers, you might consider asking students to contribute 
ideas to one class story. 

Set Up: 
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Listen Buddy by HELEN LESTER
Illustrated by LYNN MUNSINGER

Teaching Ideas

Rhyming mistakes: Buddy’s mistakes often involve 

to notice that Buddy’s mistakes rhyme.  can be a fun way 

You might ask them to identify all of the rhymes in the 
story, and then to invent their own rhyming mistakes to 
add to the story. You could have them invent both what 

Supporting active listening in the classroom: School is 

Buddy has a hard time with early in the story. You will 

invent a signal or word that you could use to quietly and 

that their minds are wandering.

Getting the message straight: As an illustration of 

straight, after reading engage your students in a quick 

message around the circle and have it come back intact – 

Book Summary: 

hear them, but because he doesn’t 

him into serious trouble when he doesn’t listen to his 

the cave of the Scruffy Varmint. This rascal has much 

shave, but Buddy arrives home safe and sound, where he 

worth listening to.

Discussion Questions for Read Aloud
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Work Time: As the students write their directions, you 

reading their directions to each other and following them 
in the classroom. Make sure you ask students to say their 

directions accurately, as Buddy learned to do.

Share: Gather your students together to debrief about 

A Lesson: Creating and Following Directions

Materials Needed: 

Background Knowledge: 
students are familiar with Listen Buddy and have 

stand on its own as well. If your students are not yet 
experienced writers, you might either have them simply 
say their directions out loud without writing them, or you 
might support the class by coming up with a set of simple 
directions that you can say to them that they will practice 
all together.

Set Up:  Gather your students in your class meeting 

Introduction: Tell your students that they are going 

After children have written their directions, they will 

follow the directions closely.
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Me First by HELEN LESTER
Illustrated by LYNN MUNSINGER

Do you think the Sandwitch really wanted someone to 

Teaching Ideas

Role Playing: 

and situations that might occur in their lives. You might 
ask students to act out some scenes from the book in 

wasn’t ok, and then ask students to act that out. You 

scenarios in which someone isn’t being nice, and guide 

Solving the turn-taking problem: 

taking issue of the moment is in your classroom – being 

out the door at recess, or however this very common 

feel more invested in making the solution work. 

Book Summary: 

feelings this kind of behavior leaves in its wake because 
he is too busy making sure he’s at the front of the line. 

him, but instead, a small Sandwitch, who wants to be 

taking care of the little witch and her sandy home, and 
in so doing, discovers that caring for others instead of 
only caring about himself is actually a really wonderful 

Discussion Questions for Read Aloud

about others. Talk about how that feels – and how the 
illustrations reveal those feelings.
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to have a chance to write the story of a time when they 

into a class storybook. You may ask students to turn and 

ideas before sending them off to write.

Work Time: As your students begin writing their 
stories, circulate among them and offer suggestions and 

stories at home for homework, or you may give them 

get started writing an outline of their story, or you might 
suggest that they tell the story out loud before they begin 
writing.

Share: As you gather your students together, you might 

be gathered into a collection all about caring. You might 

their stories to a younger class, talking to that class about 

Standing up to bullies: 
of the book, is a bit of a bully.  can also be a wonderful 
addition to any conversation about bullying and it will 

use the book to begin a discussion about how the other 

what can students do when someone is not treating them 

A Writing Lesson: Stories about Caring

Materials Needed: 

are used in your class.

Background Knowledge: Although this lesson could be 

with Me First. You will want to have read and discussed 
the book at least once before teaching this lesson, 
highlighting the ways in which caring for others can 

Set Up:  Gather your students in your class’ meeting 
area. They will not need to bring anything with them.

Introduction: Ask your students to think about a time 

or doing something nice for someone else. In the story 
Me First

hard work, work he may never have done before. You 
may want to model for your students by telling a quick 
story of your own about a time when you felt good about 
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A Porcupine Named Fluffy by HELEN LESTER
Illustrated by LYNN MUNSINGER

Teaching Ideas

What makes us who we are? 

thing about themselves that they would change if they 
could. Then ask them to think and write about how that 

Discovering common ground: 

bit, they discover some common ground – they both 

can reveal lots of commonalities. You might even ask 

great community building activity, a great way to start 
a story, or a great addition to a conversation about the 
way characters in the books they read relate to each 

accurate.

Book Summary: 

he is more like his name, but nothing works – he is 

a little frightened. And when the rhinoceros begins to 
laugh hysterically at Fluffy’s name, he might be a little 
annoyed. But when he learns the rhino’s equally unlikely 
name, the two share the kind of laughter that can only 

oneself.

Discussion Questions for Read Aloud

 

about yourself and it made you treat someone else 
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Work Time: Before your students actually start to draw, 

detail. As they begin to work, you can circulate. You 

materials management. You may also want to remind 

 
Share: You may suggest that students leave their 

as though it is a museum, admiring each other’s work. 
You may add on to this lesson by asking students to 

A Lesson: A Portrait of a Friend:  
Celebrating Details

Materials Needed: 

around the room

Background Knowledge: You’ll want to have read A 
Porcupine Named Fluffy and talked about how good 

Set Up:  Gather your students together at your class 

Introduction: Tell your student that today, instead of 

student will draw another student’s face. You may have 

with. Before sending them off to draw, discuss the fact 


