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NOTES

Epigraph
 v Epigraph: James L. Baughman, Same Time, Same Station: Creating 

American Television, 1948–1961 (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity Press, 2007), 8.

Introduction: Bold Claims
 ix Five feet five: Publicity questionnaire, ca. 1936, Box 57, Gertrude 

Berg Papers, Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY (hereafter referred to 
as Berg Papers).

 xi longest- running scripted program: Bill Carter, “CBS Turns Out 
‘Guiding Light,’ ” New York Times, April 1, 2009, https://www.nytimes 
.com/2009/04/02/arts/television/02ligh.html.

 xiii reached 1 million: The New York Times Guide to Essential Knowledge 
(New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2004), 412.

 xiii The C. E. Hooper Company had just begun: Hugh Malcolm Beville, 
Jr., Audience Ratings: Radio, Television, Cable, Revised Student Edition 
(Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 1988), 63.

 xiii past fourteen years: Ibid., 8.
 xiii had debuted in May: “Looking Back 60 Years on the ‘CBS TV News,’ ” 

CBS News, May 2, 2008, https://www.cbsnews.com/news/looking 
- back-60-years- on- the- cbs- tv- news/.

 xiii WTVR in Richmond: “WTVR- TV, South’s First Television Sta-
tion, Celebrates 70 years,” WTVR, April 22, 2018, https://wtvr.com 
/2018/04/22/souths- first- television- station- celebrates-70-years/.

 xiv a dismal 6.5 percent: Miranda J. Banks, “Unequal Opportunities: Gen-
der Inequities and Precarious Diversity in the 1970s U.S. Television 
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Industry,” Feminist Media Histories 4, no. 4 (Fall 2018): 109–29, 
https://online.ucpress.edu/fmh/article/4/4/109/91947/Unequal 
- OpportunitiesGender- Inequities- and.

 xiv when women made up 21 percent: Dr. Martha M. Lauzen, “Boxed 
In 2016–17: Women on Screen and Behind the Scenes in Television,” 
Center for the Study of Women in Television & Film, San Diego 
State University, September 2017, https://womenintvfilm.sdsu.edu 
/wp- content/uploads/2017/09/2016-17_Boxed_In_Report.pdf.

 xiv In 2018–2019: Joe Otterson, “Women Reach Historic Highs in On- 
Screen, Behind the Scenes TV Roles,” Variety, September 4, 2019, 
https://variety.com/2019/tv/news/women- reach- historic- highs- in 
- on- screen- behind- the- scenes- tv- roles-1203323057/.

 xv only if her real- life husband: Madelyn Pugh Davis, Laughing with Lucy: 
My Life with America’s Leading Lady of Comedy (Cincinnati: Clerisy 
Press, 2005), 50.

Chapter 1: Yoo-Hoo, Gertrude Berg!
 2 “she spent money faster”: Author’s interview with Anne Schwartz, 

April 30, 2019.
 2 urging him to sign Berg: Yoo- Hoo, Mrs. Goldberg!, DVD, directed by 

Aviva Kempner (Docurama, 2010).
 3 “didn’t believe it was fair”: Glenn D. Smith, Jr., “Something on My Own”: 

Gertrude Berg and American Broadcasting, 1929–1956 (Syracuse, NY: 
Syracuse University Press, 2007), 114.

 3 nervous breakdown: Smith, “Something on My Own,” 12.
 3 carried the telegram: “Anything but Average,” Tablet, January 18, 2008, 

https://www.tabletmag.com/jewish- arts- and- culture/1291/anything 
- but- average.

 3 “We lived a life”: Gertrude Berg and Cherney Berg, Molly and Me: 
The Memoirs of Gertrude Berg (New York: McGraw- Hill, 1961), 53.

 3 “Grandpa Mordecai”: Ibid., 16.
 4 “I think in that whole Edelstein”: Author’s interview with Adam Berg, 

May 8, 2019.
 4 fourth- floor walk- up: Ibid., 45.
 4 “When I was in the country”: Ibid., 79.
 4 she implied that she had graduated: Smith, “Something on My Own,” 83.
 4 “I went to Columbia”: Morris Freedman, “From the American Scene: 
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The Real Molly Goldberg,” Commentary, April 1956, https://www 
.commentarymagazine.com/articles/morris- freedman/from- the 
- american- scene- the- real- molly- goldberg/. 

 5 “When I was a very advanced thirteen”: Berg and Berg, Molly and 
Me, 134.

 5 “Well, we would walk”: Author’s interview with Adam Berg, May 8, 
2019.

 5 invented instant coffee: Smith, “Something on My Own,” 20.
 5 He then got a job: Ibid., 21.
 5 burned down: Yoo- Hoo, Mrs. Goldberg!
 5 “Jewish art theaters”: Marjorie Ingall, “Remembering the Emmys’ 

First Best Actress Winner,” Tablet, September 17, 2018, https://www 
.tabletmag.com/sections/community/articles/gertrude- berg- best 
- actress- emmy.

 6 typed up her scripts: Smith, “Something on My Own,” 102.
 6 CBS canceled it: Ibid., 29.
 6 planned the whole thing: Dan Senseney, “The Heart of the Gold-

bergs,” TV- Radio Mirror, August 1954, 40–43, 91–93.
 6 “My sense of Jewishness”: Freedman, “From the American Scene: 

The Real Molly Goldberg.”
 7 ran without a sponsor: Christopher H. Sterling, ed., The Concise En-

cyclopedia of American Radio (New York: Routledge, 2010), 327.
 7 NBC executives suggested: David Zurawik, “Made- for- TV History,” 

Baltimore Sun, April 28, 2002, https://www.baltimoresun.com/news 
/bs- xpm-2002-04-28-0204280385-story.html.

 7 “The show would be nothing”: Ibid.
 7 “plump, dark, and motherly”: “Anything but Average,” Tablet.
 7 Ten million listeners: Freedman, “From the American Scene: The 

Real Molly Goldberg.”
 7 Berg got sick: Sterling, The Concise Encyclopedia of American Radio, 

327.
 7 “It’s hard to say”: Freedman, “From the American Scene: The Real 

Molly Goldberg.”
 8 “Although the program”: Harlow P. Roberts, “The Radio Audience,” 

Broadcast Advertising, April 1932, 36.
 8 “We love Mollie!”: Letter from Mary E. Kelly to Berg, August 5, 

1932, Oversize Box 1, Berg Papers.



4

 9 “I didn’t set out”: Berg and Berg, Molly and Me, 191.
 9 keeping politics off the airwaves: Michael J. Socolow, “American Broad-

casting Has Always Been Closely Intertwined with American Poli-
tics,” The Conversation, April 5, 2018, https://theconversation.com 
/american- broadcasting- has- always- been- closely- intertwined- with 
- american- politics-94392.

 9 “You see, darling”: Freedman, “From the American Scene: The Real 
Molly Goldberg.”

 10 second most respected woman: Ingall, “Remembering the Emmys’ 
First Best Actress Winner.”

 10 “Not in a long time”: John Chapman, “Gertrude Berg’s ‘Me and Molly’ 
an Amusing Play,” Chicago Daily Tribune, March 7, 1948, F9.

 11 “As a play”: John Beaufort, “Life with Mommele,” Christian Science 
Monitor, March 6, 1948, 10.

 11 nearly led to a film version: Synopsis by Florence Soman of playscript 
Me and Molly, November 5, 1947, Box 644, folder M740, Paramount 
Pictures Scripts, Margaret Herrick Library, Beverly Hills, CA.

 12 “It was during the time”: Berg and Berg, Molly and Me, 206.
 12 “a two- hour gala”: Smith, “Something on My Own,” 111.
 12 “exactly right for television”: Ibid.
 12 had attended camp: Ernest Kinoy, interview with Sunny Parich, Tele-

vision Academy Foundation, October 29, 1998, video, https://inter 
views.televisionacademy.com/interviews/ernest- kinoy.

 13 more than five thousand: James W. Roman, From Daytime to Prime-
time: The History of American Television Programs (Westport, CT: 
Greenwood Press, 2005), 83.

 13 They all turned her down: Yoo- Hoo, Mrs. Goldberg!
 14 “Mrs. P. had only one fault”: Gerald Clarke, “Bye Society,” Vanity Fair, 

April 1988, https://www.vanityfair.com/news/1988/04/truman- capote 
-198804.

 14 multimillionaire cigar magnate: Jeremy Gerard, “William S. Paley, 
Who Built CBS into a Communications Empire, Dies at 89,” New York 
Times, October 28, 1990, https://www.nytimes.com/1990/10/28 
/obituaries/william- s- paley- who- built- cbs- into- a- communications 
- empire- dies- at-89.html?pagewanted=all.

 14 more than a hundred affiliates: David Halberstam, The Powers That 
Be (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1979), 25.



5

 14 turned down a chance: David Halberstam, “The Power and the Prof-
its,” The Atlantic, January 1976, https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas 
tour/media/halberstam- full.html.

 16 she at last got the call: Smith, “Something on My Own,” 115.
 16 On Thanksgiving Day 1948: “Television: ‘Goldbergs’ Definitely Set 

for CBS Tele Series,” Variety, December 8, 1948, 26.
 16 “I just wanted to let you know”: Letter from C. M. Underhill to Berg, 

December 6, 1948, Box 57, Berg Papers.
 17 “frantic conferences”: Smith, “Something on My Own,” 116.
 20 “a warm, human, humorous show”: Smith, “Something on My Own,” 119.
 20 “an immediate hit on television”: Ibid.
 21 “The Goldbergs came to television”: Ibid.
 21 “While we know what to say”: Letter from Joseph A. Moran to Berg, 

Box 35, folder 519, Thelma Ritter and John Aloysius Moran Papers, 
Margaret Herrick Library, Beverly Hills, CA (hereafter referred to as 
Ritter and Moran Papers).

 22 “Or what do you think”: Ibid.
 22 “In effect, we have”: Ibid.
 23 increased by 57 percent: NBC ad sales brochure, ca. 1952, Box 1, 

Berg Papers.
 24 “The studio was being built”: Berg and Berg, Molly and Me, 209.

Chapter 2: Predicament, Villainy, and Female Suffering
 25 “Now we add”: Marcy Carsey and Tom Werner, “Father of Broad-

casting David Sarnoff,” Time, December 7, 1998, http://content.time 
.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,989773,00.html.

 26 wrote 2 million words per year: “Irna Phillips, 72, Serials Writer,” 
New York Times, December 30, 1973, https://www.nytimes.com 
/1973/12/30/archives/irna- phillips-72-serials- writer- created- as 
- the- world- turns- dr- brent.html.

 26 “We’re beginning to get really active”: Letter from Bill Ramsey to Irna 
Phillips, June 24, 1948, Box 62, Irna Phillips Papers, Wisconsin His-
torical Society, Madison, WI (hereafter referred to as Phillips Papers).

 27 “The intriguing angle”: Letter from Phillips to Ramsey, September 7, 
1948, Box 62, Phillips Papers.

 28 “To my way of thinking”: Letter from Ramsey to Phillips, Septem-
ber 23, 1948, Box 62, Phillips Papers.
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 28 youngest of the ten children: Joanne Passet, “Irna Phillips, 1901–
1973,” Jewish Women’s Archive, https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article 
/phillips- irna.

 28 The family lived above: Barbara Sicherman and Carol Hurd Green, 
eds., Notable American Women: The Modern Period: A Biographical 
Dictionary (Cambridge, MA: The Belknap Press of Harvard Univer-
sity Press, 1980), 542.

 28 Betty provided for the family: Passet, “Irna Phillips, 1901–1973.”
 28 “a plain, sickly, silent child”: Sicherman and Green, Notable American 

Women, 542.
 28 graduated from Senn High School: “Phillips, Irna (1901–1973),” 

Encyclopedia.com, April 15, 2020, https://www.encyclopedia.com 
/women/encyclopedias- almanacs- transcripts- and- maps/phillips 
- irna-1901-1973.

 28 longed to find a reliable husband: Phillips autobiographical drafts, 
22–41, Box 12, Phillips Papers.

 29 When Phillips returned to Chicago: Christopher H. Sterling, The 
Biographical Encyclopedia of American Radio (New York: Routledge, 
2011), 288.

 29 Someone at WGN thought: Phillips autobiographical drafts, 46–50, 
Phillips Papers.

 30 aired six days a week: Sterling, The Biographical Encyclopedia of Amer-
ican Radio, 289.

 30 “I’ve never worn that shade”: Robert Clyde Allen, Speaking of Soap 
Operas (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1985), 187.

 30 voiced Mother Moynihan: John Dunning, On the Air: The Encyclopedia 
of Old- Time Radio (New York: Oxford University Press, 1998), 531.

 30 Her pay rose to $100 per week: Marilyn Lavin, “Creating Consumers 
in the 1930s: Irna Phillips and the Radio Soap Opera,” Journal of Con-
sumer Research, June 1995, 75–89.

 30 refused to try to take her show national: Sterling, The Biographical 
Encyclopedia of American Radio, 289.

 31 “work for hire”: Dunning, On the Air, 531.
 31 chose to end it: Phillips autobiographical drafts, 73–74, Phillips 

Papers.
 31 took comfort afterward: Phillips autobiographical drafts, 77, Phillips 

Papers.
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 31 “A soap opera is”: James Thurber, “Soapland I— O Pioneers!,” New 
Yorker, May 15, 1948, 34, https://www.newyorker.com/magazine 
/1948/05/15/soapland- i- o- pioneers.

 32 up to six scripts per day: Sterling, The Biographical Encyclopedia of 
American Radio, 290.

 32 an elaborate chart system: “Phillips, Irna (1901–1973),” Encyclopedia 
.com.

 32 An average nonfarm family: Bureau of the Census, “Income of Non-
farm Families and Individuals,” Current Population Reports: Consumer 
Income, January 28, 1948, https://www2.census.gov/prod2/popscan 
/p60-001.pdf.

 32 “America’s highest- paid”: “Script Queen,” Time, June 10, 1940, 66–68.
 33 began the show: Phillips autobiographical drafts, 98, Phillips Papers.
 33 socially significant issues: Passet, “Irna Phillips, 1901–1973.”
 33 joined the army in 1944: “Arthur Peterson; TV and Stage Character 

Actor,” Los Angeles Times, November 6, 1996, https://www.latimes 
.com/archives/la- xpm-1996-11-06-mn-61872-story.html.

 33 When Phillips noticed: Phillips autobiographical drafts, 50, Phillips 
Papers.

 33 “In time my use of women”: Ibid., 146.
 34 “without missing a word”: “Phillips, Irna (1901–1973),” Encyclopedia 

.com.
 34 After Agnes Eckhardt graduated: Erin Karter, “Remembering Agnes 

Nixon: ‘Queen of Soaps,’ ” Northwestern Now, September 29, 2016, 
https://news.northwestern.edu/stories/2016/09/obituary- agnes 
- nixon/.

 34 She had managed it: Agnes Nixon, interview with Connie Passalaqua, 
Television Academy Foundation, October 21, 1997, video, https:// 
interviews.televisionacademy.com/interviews/agnes- nixon.

 34 “heard like one hears”: Ibid.
 35 In 1943: Cary O’Dell, Women Pioneers in Television: Biographies of 

Fifteen Industry Leaders ( Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 1997), 186.
 35 Phillips began craving: Phillips autobiographical drafts, 117, Phillips 

Papers.
 36 “During the time I was there”: Ibid., 120.
 37 “keep my eyes closed”: Ibid., 121.
 38 “It was well- known”: Ibid., 122.
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 38 visited Page Military Academy: Ibid., 126–27.
 39 “For the first time”: Ibid.
 39 “as the weeks went by”: Ibid.
 39 “Miss Phillips, you’re making”: Ibid.
 39 She threw an Easter party: Ibid., 156.
 40 she decided to move: Ibid., 124–25.
 40 “It was difficult”: Ibid.
 40 “the death knell”: Ibid.
 41 had to pay him $250,000: Garren Waldo, “Law and Order Revisited: 

Irna Phillips vs. Emmons Carlson,” Soap Hub, September 23, 2019, 
https://soaphub.com/general- soap- operas/soap- opera- history/law 
- and- order- revisited- irna- phillips- vs- emmons- carlson/.

 41 General Mills threatened: Phillips autobiographical drafts, 127–29, 
Phillips Papers.

 41 a high of more than $300,000: Ibid., 129.
 41 Phillips was contending: Letter from Phillips to Evelyn Peirce, 

May 20, 1948, Box 62, Phillips Papers.
 42 “I choose to think”: Ibid.
 42 “Spasmodic turmoil”: Letter from Phillips to Dr. Friedman, June 10, 

1948, Box 63, Phillips Papers.
 42 Phillips and her secretary: Phillips autobiographical drafts, 130–31, 

Phillips Papers.
 42 “Apartments in Chicago”: Ibid.
 43 at a $20,000 loss: Unsent letter from Phillips to Ramsey, February 

14, 1948, Box 62, Phillips Papers.
 43 “Yes, the grass is green”: Letter from Phillips to Ramsey, May 20, 

1948, Box 62, Phillips Papers.
 43 “Back in her beloved”: Jack Hellman, “Light ’n’ Airy,” Variety, June 10, 

1948, n.p., Box 63 Phillips Papers. 
 44 enrolled them in Blackhawk Day Camp: Phillips autobiographical 

drafts, 132–33, Phillips Papers.
 44 “But I was too much”: Ibid.
 44 “going to couch”: Letter from Phillips to Ramsey, March 8, 1949, Box 

62, Phillips Papers.
 45 She shopped for a new apartment: Phillips autobiographical drafts, 

136–38, Phillips Papers.
 45 expressed interest: Ibid., p. 137.
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 45 “Of course one couldn’t”: Letter from Phillips to Ramsey, Septem-
ber 7, 1948, Box 62, Phillips Papers.

 46 “To me”: Letter from Ramsey to Phillips, March 1, 1949, Box 62, 
Phillips Papers.

 46 “even more dialogue”: Letter from Phillips to Ramsey, September 7, 
1948, Box 62, Phillips Papers.

 47 “The TV Department”: Letter from Phillips to Ramsey, October 6, 
1948, Box 62, Phillips Papers.

 47 had to reenvision soap operas: Phillips autobiographical drafts, 138, 
Phillips Papers.

 47 “Television also brought”: Ibid., 138.
 48 “New show will be eagle- eyed”: “Irna Phillips’ Video Soaper,” Variety, 

December 22, 1948, 27.
 48 “I hope Irna does not”: Letter from Lewis H. Titterton to Ramsey, 

1949, Box 62, Phillips Papers.
 48 promising rehearsals: “TV ‘Soap Opera,’ ” Broadcasting- Telecasting, Feb-

ruary 7, 1949, 57. 
 48 “Last week television”: “Soap Comes to TV,” Pathfinder, February 9, 

1949, 51.
 48 they scrawled key lines: Jack Gould, “Television in Review: First Soap 

Opera Starts— ‘The Broadway Revue,’ ” New York Times, February 6, 
1949, 242.

 48 “Television dived into the corn”: Ibid.
 49 “These Are My Children”: “These Are My Children,” Variety, Febru-

ary 9, 1949, 34.
 49 “my temporary”: Letter from Phillips to Ramsey, March 8, 1949, Box 

62, Phillips Papers.
 50 “Was it only yesterday”: Letter from Phillips to Ramsey, April 22, 

1949, Box 62, Phillips Papers.
 51 “superbly produced”: Letter from Phillips to Ramsey, March 8, 1949, 

Box 62, Phillips Papers.
 51 her new proposal for a TV soap: “Irna Phillips Pens ‘Challenge’ 

Soaper,” Billboard, March 19, 1949, 13.
 51 an elaborate dinner: Letter from Ramsey to Phillips, April 5, 1949, 

Box 62, Phillips Papers.
 51 “I may be wrong”: Letter from A. H. Morrison to Phillips, Septem-

ber 27, 1949, Box 62, Phillips Papers.



10

 52 country’s first all- day schedule: David Weinstein, The Forgotten Net-
work: DuMont and the Birth of American Television (Philadelphia: 
Temple University Press, 2004), 40.

 52 suggested she visit: Letter from Ramsey to Phillips, September 23, 
1948, Box 62, Phillips Papers.

 52 first Black woman to star: Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and Evelyn 
Brooks Higginbotham, eds., Harlem Renaissance Lives from the Af-
rican American National Biography (New York: Oxford University 
Press), 418.

 52 may have made her: Tim Brooks and Earle F. Marsh, The Complete 
Directory to Prime Time Network and Cable TV Shows, 1946–Present 
(New York: Ballantine, 2007), 776.

 52 “Yessir, it sure is the truth!”: Margaret R. Weiss, The TV Writer’s 
Guide (New York: Pelligrini & Cudahy, 1952), 96.

 52 “actress, singer”: “Radio and Television: Writers Guild to Strike at 
12:01 A.M. Tomorrow over Contract Terms,” New York Times, Octo-
ber 25, 1948, 46.

 53 “television can help rid”: “Leaders Guestar on Video,” Pittsburgh Cou-
rier, April 30, 1949, 18.

 53 “For eight dollars a week”: S. W. Garlington, “Hymn Time to Swing 
Time,” New York Amsterdam News, April 2, 1949, 17.

 53 “Amanda Randolph is herself ”: Ibid. 

Chapter 3: Women’s Realm
 55 “a chunky man”: White, Here We Go Again: My Life in Television 

(New York: Scribner, 1995), Apple Books/iPad, 55.
 55 as close as they’d get to rehearsing: Ibid., 60.
 56 “Let’s talk about how”: Betty White, interview with Tony Fantozzi, 

Television Academy Foundation, June 4, 1997, video, https://inter 
views.televisionacademy.com/interviews/betty- white.

 57 thought she wanted to be a writer: White, Here We Go Again, 24.
 57 her class had studied Japan: White, Television Academy Foundation 

interview.
 57 she sang “Spirit Flower”: White, Here We Go Again, 25.
 58 an investor in the fledgling technology: Brooks Barnes, “Betty White’s 

Sitcom Solution,” Wall Street Journal, May 4, 2007, https://www.wsj 
.com/articles/SB117824705381591915.
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 58 established his own radio station: “A Landmark’s Storied and Color-
ful History,” Packard Lofts, https://packardloftsla.com/p/history/.

 58 A small crowd gathered: White, Here We Go Again, 25–27.
 59 “a fluffy white tulle number”: Ibid., 26. 
 59 opera singer Felix Hughes: Ibid., 25.
 59 bout of strep throat: Tess White, “My Daughter, Betty White,” TV 

Radio Mirror, February 1955, 30.
 59 “I had been studying”: White, Here We Go Again, 24.
 60 American Women’s Voluntary Services: Ibid., 27–28.
 60 a young man named Paul: White, Here We Go Again, 30.
 60 Dick Barker: Kristy Puchko, “15 Fun Facts About Betty White,” 

Mental Floss, January 17, 2019, https://www.mentalfloss.com/article 
/61054/15-things- you- didnt- know- about- betty- white.

 60 “Back in those days”: Betty White, interview with Piers Morgan, Piers 
Morgan Tonight, April 17, 2012, video, https://www.youtube.com 
/watch?v=rayQ1y8Up1I, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSUp 
YuwyyOc.

 60 Bliss- Hayden Theatre: White, Here We Go Again, 31–35.
 61 going to the beach: Jane Morris, “No Time for Nothun,” article draft, 

ca. 1954, Box 27, folder 16, Jane Ardmore Papers, Margaret Herrick 
Library, Beverly Hills, CA (hereafter referred to as Ardmore Papers).

 61 fifth floor of the Taft Building: White, Here We Go Again, 35–39.
 62 “Listen, I know”: Ibid., 36. 
 63 “There are some outstanding examples”: Ibid., 54.
 63 break up with Allan: Ibid., 39–42.
 63 a little bit of everything: Ibid., 55–61.
 64 went out of business: Ibid., 44–45.
 64 On one of her casting rounds: Ibid., 45–50.
 66 “It must have looked”: Ibid., 49. 
 66 “Betty, I must ask you”: Ibid.
 67 Park La Brea: Ibid., 60.
 67 recognized Jarvis’s voice: Ibid., 51–53.
 67 It turned out: Ibid., 63.
 67 “I should have heard”: Ibid., 53.
 68 “All you have to do”: Ibid., 55. 
 69 “Mrs. Allan, your tail is wagging”: Ibid., 61.
 71 “For whatever reason”: Ibid., 66. 
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 71 Herb Jeffries: Ibid., 69.
 71 “That girl in the green suit”: White, Television Academy Foundation 

interview.
 72 “As our audience multiplied”: White, Here We Go Again, 74. 
 73 nearly sixty: White, Here We Go Again, 79.
 73 refused to read off a script: Ibid., 76.
 73 “You put the soap”: Ibid., 81.
 73 hired pitchmen performed: Ibid., 76–79.
 74 Saint Bernard: Ibid., 117.
 74 White dressed as a young girl: Ibid., 119.
 74 riffed on local news stories: Ibid., 61–62.
 74 Mary Sampley dressed: Ibid., 80–82.
 74 “loved doing the show”: Ibid., 82. 
 75 “Never to talk down”: Ibid., 84–85.
 75 “all the good things”: Ibid., 34.
 75 “I love working”: Jane Ardmore, “Look at the Girl Who Was Never 

Going to Marry!,” article draft, ca. 1971, Box 27, folder 16, Ardmore 
Papers.

 76 A three- year- old girl: “Mother Recalls 1949 Well Accident That Ended 
in Tragedy with AM- Well Rescue,” Associated Press, October 17, 
1987, https://apnews.com/53498a86a7733cff398986f30fa5c4f9.

 76 “one little girl”: Photo, Find a Grave, https://www.findagrave 
.com/memorial/10679/kathy- fiscus#view- photo=160824971.

 76 first televised cooking show: “Monty M. McDonald; Early TV Show 
Host,” Los Angeles Times, March 5, 1997, https://www.latimes.com 
/archives/la- xpm-1997-03-05-mn-35064-story.html.

 76 she didn’t know how to cook: Mary Beth Haralovich and Lauren 
Rabinovitz, Television, History, and American Culture: Feminist Crit-
ical Essays (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1999), 37.

 76 Viewers delighted: Ibid., 43.
 77 “conform rapidly”: Quoted in Gilbert Seldes, The Great Audience 

(New York: Viking Press, 1950), 182.
 77 “The extraordinary sense”: Ibid., 192.

Chapter 4: A Holy Terror
 80 threw a garden party: “Socially Speaking,” New York Amsterdam News, 

June 18, 1949, 13.
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 80 “to cook or play sports”: Author’s interview with Adam Clayton Pow-
ell III, May 11, 2019.

 80 “After three years”: Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., “My Life with Hazel 
Scott,” Ebony, January 1949, 42–50.

 81 “You understand”: Author’s interview with Adam Clayton Powell 
III, May 11, 2019.

 82 only surviving child of six: Karen Chilton, Hazel Scott: The Pioneering 
Journey of a Jazz Pianist from Café Society to Hollywood to HUAC (Ann 
Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2008), 1.

 82 her father left the family: Ibid., 5.
 82 with four- year- old Hazel: Ibid., 8.
 82 She discovered the piano: Ibid., 6.
 82 She improvised on the instrument: Donald Bogle, Prime Time Blues: 

African Americans on Network Television (New York: Farrar, Straus 
and Giroux, 2001), 15.

 83 By the time she was eight: Chilton, Hazel Scott, 22.
 83 By age fifteen: Joanna Scutts, “This Piano Prodigy Was the First 

African- American Woman to Host Her Own TV Show,” Time, Sep-
tember 27, 2016, https://time.com/4507850/hazel- scott/.

 83 She played gigs at night: Chilton, Hazel Scott, 48.
 83 she began to perform solo: Lorissa Rinehart, “This Black Woman 

Was Once the Biggest Star in Jazz. Here’s Why You’ve Never Heard 
of Her,” Narratively, August 1, 2018, https://narratively.com/this 
- black- woman- was- once- the- biggest- star- in- jazz- heres- why- youve 
- never- heard- of- her/.

 83 she hosted her own radio show: Grant Jackson, “Hazel Scott on 
Piano Jazz,” NPR, June 10, 2011, https://www.npr.org/2011/06 
/10/137107329/hazel- scott- on- piano- jazz.

 83 “But where others murder”: “Music: Hot Classicist,” Time, Octo-
ber 5, 1942, http://content.time.com/time/subscriber/article/0,33009 
,773793-1,00.html.

 84 performed at the 1939 World’s Fair: Scutts, “This Piano Prodigy Was 
the First African- American Woman to Host Her Own TV Show.”

 84 Scott made $4,000 a week: Chilton, Hazel Scott, 77.
 85 “Scott was about as elegant”: Donald Bogle, Brown Sugar: Eighty 

Years of America’s Black Female Superstars (New York: Da Capo Press, 
1980), 106.
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 85 She turned down: Chilton, Hazel Scott, 73.
 86 “Am I to understand”: Ibid., 83.
 86 Harry Cohn swore: Ibid., 85.
 86 “I’ve been brash”: Ibid., xiv.
 86 just weeks after: Rinehart, “This Black Woman Was Once the Big-

gest Star in Jazz.”
 86 he had admired her: Powell, “My Life with Hazel Scott.”
 86 “We both were tired of leeches”: Ibid. 
 87 Life magazine photo spread: Scutts, “This Piano Prodigy Was the 

First African- American Woman to Host Her Own TV Show.”
 87 He agitated for: “POWELL, Adam Clayton, Jr., 1908–1972,” His-

tory, Art & Archives, United States House of Representatives, https:// 
history.house.gov/People/Detail/19872.
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