
H
A

N
O

V
ER

 R
EG

U
LA

R
 H

A
R

D
C

O
V

ER
 6

x9
  0

03
/2

2 
W

al
ki

ng
 th

e 
B

ow
l #

IS
B

N
  p

ag
e 

#3



H
A

N
O

V
ER

 R
EG

U
LA

R
 H

A
R

D
C

O
V

ER
 6

x9
  0

03
/2

2 
W

al
ki

ng
 th

e 
B

ow
l #

IS
B

N
  p

ag
e 

#4

ISBN-13: 978-1-335-42574-4

Walking the Bowl: A True Story of Murder and Survival Among the Street Children of Lusaka

Copyright © 2022 by Chris Lockhart and Daniel Mulilo Chama

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever 
without written permission except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and 
reviews.

This publication contains opinions and ideas of the author. It is intended for informational and 
educational purposes only. The reader should seek the services of a competent professional for 
expert assistance or professional advice. Reference to any organization, publication or website does 
not constitute or imply an endorsement by the author or the publisher. The author and the publisher 
specifically disclaim any and all liability arising directly or indirectly from the use or application of 
any information contained in this publication. 

This edition published by arrangement with Harlequin Books S.A. 

Hanover Square Press 
22 Adelaide St. West, 41st Floor 
Toronto, Ontario M5H 4E3, Canada 
HanoverSqPress.com  
BookClubbish.com



H
A

N
O

V
ER

 R
EG

U
LA

R
 H

A
R

D
C

O
V

ER
 6

x9
  0

03
/2

2 
W

al
ki

ng
 th

e 
B

ow
l #

IS
B

N
  p

ag
e 

#6

1



H
A

N
O

V
ER

 R
EG

U
LA

R
 H

A
R

D
C

O
V

ER
 6

x9
  0

03
/2

2 
W

al
ki

ng
 th

e 
B

ow
l #

IS
B

N
  p

ag
e 

#7

2



A B O U T  T H I S  B O O K

We expect one of the first questions people to ask after reading 
this book is, “How did they do this?” At first glance, it might 
seem like the whole thing is based on a series of incredible co-
incidences . More often than not, however, there’s a backstory 
behind coincidences, which of course undermines the whole 
notion that they’re coincidences at all . In this case, that back-
story involved a unique team of individuals and years of plan-
ning and preparation, immersive fieldwork, data coding and 
management, and collaborative writing . A lot of people had to 
put in a lot of time—and make a lot of missteps along the way—
to result in a book that might prompt readers to ask about the 
process behind it .

It’s helpful to start with a broad timeline of how everything 
came about . The two authors first met in 2011 at a conference 
in Lusaka . After discussing our own experiences working among 
street children (Daniel Chama in Zambia and Chris Lockhart 
in northwestern Tanzania), we discovered a mutual frustration 
with the ways in which street children were portrayed in the 
existing literature . Despite the mind-numbing array of surveys, 
reports, and statistics surrounding street children, we both felt 
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like their everyday lives and experiences remained hidden from 
view . Street life is a diverse and wide-ranging realm where indi-
vidual identity and survival is continually shaped and reshaped 
by countless cultural meanings and social practices . We asked 
ourselves how we could effectively capture the distinctiveness 
of that realm while making clear that it is not an exotic world 
unto itself, but always and forever a part of the wider landscape, 
a part of us . Children who spend time on the streets are not the 
“other,” they do not exist “over there,” and the fact that they do 
spend time on the streets does not somehow make them more 
amenable to being objectified by numbers and typologies . Like 
anyone, they have stories to tell .

But if we were going to find and tell a story about street chil-
dren, we needed to immerse ourselves in Lusaka’s street scene, 
which itself involved gaining an unprecedented level of trust 
among as wide a cross section of children and others as pos-
sible . An anthropological methodology based on ethnographic 
immersion was the only possible way to do this . By now, most 
people are familiar with the notion of “embedded journalists,” 
or individual news reporters who attach themselves to specific 
military units in an armed conf lict in order to get at an “insider’s 
account .” Anthropologists engaged in ethnographic immersion 
play a similar role, though with a few notable differences: an-
thropologists immerse themselves over much longer periods of 
time, they focus on the routine aspects of individuals’ lives and 
the sociocultural characteristics of their communities rather than 
report descriptively on major historical events like wars (though 
this is not always true), and anthropology as a discipline has a 
well-developed body of literature involving the ethical, method-
ological, and theoretical assumptions behind their engagement 
with others, which among other things dictates what aspects of 
a particular society to focus on . The latter is often referred to as 
the “anthropological gaze .” It simply refers to the ways in which 
anthropologists make sense of their observations, with the un-
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derstanding that the very choice of what to observe and what 
not to observe—as well as the corresponding interpretations—
are inf luenced not only by our profession and education, but 
also by such things as gender, class, ethnicity, and a myriad of 
other factors . While they lean more toward the academic side 
of things, anthropological accounts based on extensive ethno-
graphic immersion can be truly astounding (two of the best ex-
amples out there are In Search of Respect: Selling Crack in El Barrio 
by Phillipe Bourgois and Death without Weeping: The Violence of 
Everyday Life in Brazil by Nancy Scheper-Hughes) .

By 2014, the two authors were making some initial forays into 
Lusaka’s street scene as part of the project itself . Since Chama was 
already familiar with that scene, these preliminary outings were 
geared toward introducing Lockhart to the city’s street culture 
while also thinking through what it would take to capture its 
sheer depth and breadth in as unobtrusive a manner as possible . 
We knew that we could not do this alone, so we focused our 
efforts on assembling a unique team of talented young people 
who were themselves capable of spending significant amounts 
of time on the street . This alone proved to be a challenging task 
and one that took us over six months to accomplish . Ultimately, 
and in addition to the two authors, the team consisted of a grad-
uate student at the University of Zambia and five former street 
children (one girl and four boys) who were themselves just sev-
eral years removed from the street scene . It took another year of 
team building and collaborative, field-based instruction on the 
finer points of ethnographic observation, note taking, and field 
recording to work out all the kinks . We also developed a fairly 
unobtrusive, on-the-spot interview technique that ended up 
working quite well under the circumstances . As an experienced 
anthropologist, Lockhart did the bulk of the initial training, 
though ultimately Chama took on this task since his knowledge 
of the street scene and job as an outreach worker made him a 
natural . Ultimately, Chama oversaw the work of the entire field 
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team (while conducting fieldwork himself ) as Lockhart focused 
on managing and organizing the massive amounts of informa-
tion that began pouring in (though given his relationship with 
certain key individuals, Lockhart also participated in fieldwork 
throughout the project) . The result was a carefully orchestrated 
street presence of uniquely skilled field researchers who fanned 
out across Lusaka, attaching themselves to a specific person and/
or site for several days and nights each week . In addition to team 
building and field-based training, our main objective during this 
time was to achieve an acceptable degree of trust and acceptance 
among Lusaka’s street children . In order to do this, we found it 
necessary to carve out, as much as possible, a unique space for 
ourselves that was truly independent from the city’s tangled web 
of government ministries, nongovernmental organizations, mis-
sions, and other institutions working with street children . As 
a result, there was a nonpartisan, almost rogue-like quality to 
our work, which we embraced as both necessary and preferable .

We’d been in the field for another year when the death of 
the Ho Ho Kid occurred . At that point, we were busy build-
ing profiles of a select group of individuals whose experiences 
defied easy typologies yet, taken together, covered as wide a 
swath of Lusaka’s street scene as possible . Given the mortality 
rate among Lusaka’s street children and street-connected youth, 
the Ho Ho Kid’s death could easily have gone unnoticed . But 
the level of police interest quickly caught our attention, in part 
because Lusabilo happened to be one of the children we were 
profiling . We were also engaged to some degree with Timo 
and Kapula, but that engagement became much stronger as we 
realized that they too were connected to the death of the Ho 
Ho Kid . Our association with Moonga came about shortly after 
that, though we were aware of his existence because we had a 
strong, almost twenty-four-hour presence among the “Beggar 
Boys” at Lusaka’s Intercity Bus Station . As the lives of these 
four children connected around the death of the Ho Ho Kid, 
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we realized that we were witnessing a singular event that shed 
light on the depth and breadth of Lusaka’s street scene and the 
children who inhabit it .

Over the decades, anthropologists have adopted various defi-
nitions and approaches to “events,” often analyzing them as criti-
cal dimensions where key social processes and cultural meanings 
are produced and reproduced, and/or as historical moments that 
shed light on the relationship between macrostructural processes 
and individual experience . While we were less concerned with 
the academic debates surrounding events as units of social analy-
sis, the literature definitely inf luenced our fieldwork and where 
we chose to focus our own “anthropological gaze .”

So, it would be only partially correct to say that the whole 
thing was based on a series of incredible coincidences . In real-
ity, it was a matter of putting in a lot of work and effort to be 
in that space at that moment, combined with a constant state 
of readiness to pursue specific events and their consequences as 
they unfolded . When that event did occur, it kicked off a much 
more intensive phase of fieldwork .

We dropped almost everything we were doing in order to 
focus exclusively on the murder of the Ho Ho Kid . While we 
continued to employ all the methods we’d been using to col-
lect general information on Lusaka’s street scene and the chil-
dren involved in it, we now used those same methods to focus 
on the murder itself . As part of that process, we redeployed 
our field team to follow the story in real time as much as pos-
sible . Fortunately, and as mentioned earlier, that transition was 
made easier by the fact that most of our team had already been 
in the field for at least two years and were either connected or 
could easily make the connection with those involved . We also 
began spending much more time in the field and made sure that 
at least three members of the team were on the streets at any 
given time—both day and night . This kind of sustained pres-
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ence turned out to be extremely important because things un-
folded very quickly .

An important part of the team’s work during this time re-
volved around certain predefined thresholds in terms of captur-
ing things as they unfolded . When it was all said and done, we 
wanted to be able to say that we directly observed at least 75% 
of events described in the book and audio recorded at least 70% 
of direct quotes . In the end, we surpassed both objectives . Of 
those incidents that are described in this book beginning with 
the discovery of the Ho Ho Kid’s body, approximately 85% were 
directly observed by a team member . Additionally, approxi-
mately 75% of quotes were captured with an audio recorder .

Events or quotes that were not directly observed or recorded 
were meticulously reconstructed within a few days of their 
occurrence—typically via in-depth interviews with multiple 
individuals who were present, until we were confident of “sat-
urating” the individual’s knowledge and perspective of what 
took place . Of course, memory is a tricky thing, but if for any 
reason we felt like we couldn’t approximate what actually oc-
curred, that particular incident was either omitted or the nar-
rative makes clear that there is uncertainty surrounding it . It 
should be noted that reconstructing events like this did not just 
apply to those instances when a team member was absent, but 
was a general procedure that we applied to almost every event 
we believed to be of significance .

Given both our threshold objectives and meticulous recon-
struction process, the number of events that we wanted to in-
clude in the book but could not were many times more than 
those that eventually made it in . But given those same objectives 
and rigors, we simply had to live with the shadow of the book 
that could have been . We suspect that omission and regret are 
inherent parts of all nonfiction .

In terms of the raw data, we ended up with somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 1,500 hours of audio recordings, 700 pages of 
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field notes, 650 hand drawn illustrations and maps (which we 
found useful when interviewing the younger children), 2,000 
photos, and countless pieces of background information in the 
form of newspaper pieces, journal articles, reports, and other 
documents . In fact, we had so much data that it was necessary 
to use a data management software program to develop and 
apply an elaborate series of codes in order to sift through and 
make sense of everything . It proved to be an enormous, time- 
consuming, and at times overwhelming task . Eventually, how-
ever, we managed to identify and prioritize all the data that 
formed the basis of this book .

As much as we embraced academic rigor during our field 
work and data management phase, we went out of our way to 
snub the academic world when it came to writing the book it-
self . An academic writing style was totally incompatible with our 
desire to pursue and tell a story about a specific event involv-
ing a particular group of children . And at a more fundamental 
level, we wanted to keep away from all the lengthy professional 
discussions and debates surrounding street children, which are 
often as pedantic as they are intangible, and avoid a writing 
style that reduced street children to a barrage of bar charts, pie 
charts, exploding doughnut charts, scatter plots, and tables upon 
tables of numerical factoids and measurable datoids . Writing for 
a small, specialized class of professionals is the status quo when 
it comes to street children, and we wanted to do something 
different, we wanted to write for the wider public . In the end, 
narrative nonfiction was the only possible answer . We also felt 
that the combination of narrative nonfiction with ethnographic 
immersion and the rigorous data collection methods we adopted 
was an immensely powerful approach . It not only allowed us to 
write about all the issues surrounding street children in a more 
mainstream manner, but to do so via the voices and stories of 
the children themselves .

We are by no means the first to do this . We drew upon ex-

Walking th_9781335425744_RHC_txt_343642.indd   289 11/9/21   10:52 AM

9



isting books for inspiration, particularly Katherine Boo’s Beyond 
the Beautiful Forevers: Life, Death, And Hope In A Mumbai Under-
city (2012), Barbara Demick’s Nothing To Envy: Ordinary Lives in 
North Korea (2010), Ben Rawlence’s City of Thorns: Nine Lives 
in The World’s Largest Refugee Camp (2016), Jonny Steinberg’s A 
Man of Good Hope (2015), and Alex Kotlowitz’s There Are No 
Children Here: The Story of Two Boys Growing Up In The Other 
America (1992) . There are others, of course, but we wanted to 
acknowledge at least a handful of those that had a tremendous 
impact on us .

We’d also like to acknowledge that throughout the entire 
project, but especially so during the writing process, the two au-
thors were cognizant of our very different backgrounds . Chama, 
a Black Zambian and former street child turned social worker 
with a lifetime of experience on Lusaka’s streets, and Lockhart, 
a white American and trained anthropologist who’d worked for 
a slew of development agencies and nonprofits across Africa and 
around the world, could hardly be more different . But we found 
these differences to be of enormous benefit, especially when it 
came to choosing what made it into the book and what did not, 
as well as finding the right tone and style to describe everything . 
Underlying this process was the fact that Lockhart frequently 
saw suffering and exploitation where Chama saw hope and op-
portunity . We’re not quite certain of the irony in that, but it’s 
how it ended up working and it became an important theme in 
the book itself . At first we embraced our collaborative writing 
style as the way it should be . But over time, and as our friend-
ship grew, we understood that it was the only possible way at all .

We’d like to conclude by saying a few words about sub- 
Saharan Africa—a large and enormously diverse part of the 
world that both authors love and call home . We are mindful 
that an account like this is vulnerable to reproducing a few well-
worn and very misleading tropes, namely Conradian notions 
of a dark and exotic continent, a place that can only be under-
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stood in terms of endless suffering and implicit victimhood . But 
that wasn’t our intention, and our only defense here is that we 
tried to present the information we collected in a manner that 
was true to the lives of the children themselves while alluding 
in some fashion to wider forces that are not necessarily unique 
to a specific place or continent . In this sense, then, the issues 
involving street children in Africa are the same as the issues 
involving street children around the world . So the question is 
not “Why is Africa (or Zambia) like this?” but rather “What is 
it about our growing interdependence that creates and sustains 
such extreme inequalities between the haves and have-nots of 
this world?” And as a corollary to that, “What is it about this 
process that makes children so vulnerable?”

These are not easy questions to ask or answer, but neither can 
be done unless we make room for a more common language 
when it comes to shedding light on the world’s most vulner-
able children, one that motivates us to act based on our shared 
humanity . To paraphrase an old axiom, a single suffering child 
on the streets is a tragedy, a million is a statistic .
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R E F E R E N C E S  O N  
S T R E E T  C H I L D R E N

The literature on street children is generally found in the realm 
of academic publications and reports by government agencies 
and nongovernmental organizations . While the following list is 
not meant to be exhaustive, it provides a solid foundation from 
which to build upon . We have decided to restrict it to works 
that focus on street children in Zambia and, following that, to 
a general selection from across Africa .

We would also like to highlight some general sources of in-
formation . Since 1980, the United Nations International Chil-
dren’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) has reviewed the status of 
children who spend time on the streets as part of its annual State 
of the World’s Children reports . These and similar reports can be 
found on their website at https://www .unicef .org/reports/state-
of-worlds-children . In addition, it is worth checking out the 
extensive resource library put together by the Consortium for 
Street Children, a global alliance of community organizations, 
national and international nongovernmental organizations, re-
searchers, advocates, and field workers . They also published two 
comprehensive reports (in 2007 and 2011) as part of their State 
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of the World’s Street Children series . These resources can be found 
on their website at https://www .streetchildren .org .

Street children in Zambia

Bar-on, Arnon . “Criminalising Survival: Images and Reality of Street 
Children .” Journal of Social Policy 26, no . 1 (1997): 63-68 .

Boston University and University of Zambia . Zambia Research Situ-
ation Analysis on Orphans and Other Vulnerable Children: A Country 
Brief . Boston: Boston University Center for Global Health and De-
velopment, 2009 .

Chanda, Alfred W . “Gaps in the law and policy in the implementa-
tion of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in Zambia .” Zam-
bia Law Journal 32, no . 1 (2000): 1-19 .

Guarcello, L ., S . Lyon, and F . C . Rosati . Orphanhood and child vulner-
ability Zambia . Working Paper, Understanding Children’s Work Proj-
ect . University of Rome, 2004 .

Imasiku, Mwiya Liamunga, and Serah Banda . “Mental health prob-
lems of street children in residential care in Zambia: Special focus 
on prediction of psychiatric conditions in street children .” Journal of 
Clinical Medicine and Research 7, no . 1 (2015): 1-6 .

Kasonde, Patrick . “Parental care, street children and the law in Zam-
bia .” PhD diss . University of Zambia, 2015 .

Kimberly A . Tyler, Ray Handema, Rachel M . Schmitz, Francis Phiri, 
Charles Wood and Kristen Olson . “Risk factors for HIV among Zam-
bian street youth .” Journal of HIV/AIDS and Social Services 15, no . 3 
(2016): 254-268 .

Kiremire, Merab Kambamu . “Gendered poverty breeds traffick-
ing for sexual exploitation purposes in Zambia .” Agenda 20, no . 70 
(2006): 18-27 .
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Lungwangwa, Geoffrey, and Mubiana Macwan’gi . Street children in 
Zambia: a situation analysis . No . 21 . University of Zambia Press, 2004 .

Mambwe, Aidan . “Stress and coping strategies among street chil-
dren in Lusaka .” Journal of Psychology in Africa 2, no . 1 (1997): 24-33 .

Makomani, Mutemwa Lichaha . “Street children, social movements, and 
the media in Zambia: strategies for enhanced representation of street 
children in the Zambian media .” PhD diss . University of Ohio, 2006 .

Mulenga, Oswald . “Assessing the legal framework and institutional 
impediments in protecting the rights of street children in Zambia: A 
study of Lusaka Urban .” PhD diss . University of Lusaka, 2015 .

Muntingh, Lukas . Report on survey and analysis of the situation of street 
children in Zambia: Profile of Street Children in Zambia . Lusaka: MCDSS, 
2006 .

Naterer, Andrej, and Smiljana Gartner . “Becoming a street child: an 
analysis of the process of integration of street children in Ukraine 
and Zambia and implications for their resocialization and reintegra-
tion .” Sociologia A Spolocnost 5, no . 2 (2020): 14-37 .

Payne, Ruth . “Extraordinary survivors or ordinary lives? Embracing 
everyday agency in social interventions with child-headed households 
in Zambia .” Children’s Geographies 10, No . 4 (2012): 399-411 .

Project Concern International and United Nations Children’s Emer-
gency Fund . Rapid Assessment of Street Children in Lusaka . By Musonda 
Lemba . Lusaka: PCI/UNICEF, 2002 .

Robson, Sue . “Orphaned and vulnerable children in Zambia: the 
impact of the HIV/AIDS epidemic on basic education for children at 
risk .” Educational Research 49, no . 3 (2007): 259-272 .

Sampa, Annie . “Street children of Lusaka: a case of the Zambia Red 
Cross drop-in centre .” Journal of Psychology in Africa 3, no . 1 (1997): 1-23 .

Schüring, Esther, and Julie Lawson-McDowall . “Social protection 
in Zambia—whose politics?” IDS Bulletin 42, no . 6 (2011): 21-27 .
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Simabwachi, Zama Joel . “Life histories and health needs of street 
children in Lusaka city, Zambia .” PhD diss ., The University of Zam-
bia, 2017 .

Strobbe, Franceso, Claudia Olivetti, and Mireille Jacobson . Breaking 
the Net: Family structure and street-connected children in Zambia . BWPI 
Working Paper 111 . The University of Manchester, 2010 .

Tacon, P ., and G . Lungwangwa . Street children in Zambia . Institute for 
African Studies . Lusaka: University of Zambia, 1991 .

Zambia (Republic of ) . Ministry of Community Development and 
Social Services . National Strategy and Action Plan for Street Children in 
Zambia . Lusaka: MCDSS, 2007 .

Zambia (Republic of ) . Ministry of Community Development and 
Social Services . Report on Survey and Analysis of the situation of street 
children in Zambia . Supported by UNICEF, PCI and RAPIDS . Lu-
saka: MCDSS, 2006 .

Zambia (Republic of ) . Ministry of Community Development and 
Social Services and Ministry of Sport, Youth and Child Develop-
ment . Children on the Streets in Zambia: Working Towards a Solution . 
Lusaka: MCDSS, 2006 .

Zambia (Republic of ) . Ministry of Sport, Youth and Child Develop-
ment . Orphans and vulnerable children in Zambia—a situational analysis . 
Supported by USAID, UNICEF, SIDA and FHI . Lusaka: MSYCD, 
2004 .

Street children in Africa

Abebe, T . “Earning a living on the margins: begging, street work 
and the socio-spatial experiences of children in Addis Ababa .” Geo-
grafiska Annaler 90, no . 3 (2008): 271-284 .

Asante, Kwaku Oppong . “Street children and adolescents in Ghana: A 
qualitative study of trajectory and behavioural experiences of home-
lessness .” Global Social Welfare 3, no . 1 (2016): 33-43 .

Walking th_9781335425744_RHC_txt_343642.indd   296 11/9/21   10:52 AM

15



Ballet, Jerome, Nicolas Sirven, Augendra Bhukuth, and Sophie Rous-
seau . “Vulnerability to violence of girls of the street in Mauritania .” 
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