
T R A N S F O R M E R
A Story of Glitter,

Glam Rock  
& loving

Lou Reed

S I M O N  D O O N A N



transformer. Copyright © 2022 by Simon Doonan. All rights reserved. Printed 
in the United States of America. No part of this book may be used or reproduced 
in any manner whatsoever without written permission except in the case of brief 
quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews. For information, address 
HarperCollins Publishers, 195 Broadway, New York, NY 10007.

HarperCollins books may be purchased for educational, business, or sales pro-
motional use. For information, please email the Special Markets Department at 
SPsales@harpercollins.com.

first edition

Designed by Leah Carlson-Stanisic
Unless otherwise noted, photographs courtesy of the author.
Photograph on pages i and iv © Iakov Kalinin/Shutterstock.

Library of Congress Control Number: 2022944157

ISBN 978-0-06-325951-5
ISBN 978-0-06-329539-1 (ANZ)

22 23 24 25 26  lsc  10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1



A c k n ow l e d gm e n t s

Massive gratitude to all the Lou lovers who allowed me to pick 

their lovely brains for this book: Danny Fields— legend!— fashion/

culture commentator Paul Gorman, fashion writer Tim Blanks, 

photographer Karl Stoecker, Betsey Johnson and her biographer 

Mark Vitulano, Lucy Sante and Peter Stanfield, author of the 

magnificent tome Pin- Ups 1972. Thanks to Jeremy Reed, whose 

painstaking account of Lou’s relationship with trans woman Ra-

chel Humphreys in his fab book Waiting for the Man fills a signif-

icant gap in LGBTQ+ history.

Photographers: Thanks to Nat Finkelstein, Michael Putland, 

Diana Davies, Jack Mitchell, Kenn Duncan, and the incredible 

Mick Rock, RIP. A massive shout- out to Dustin Pittman for his 

magnificent cover image and for sharing his personal recollec-

tions of Lou.

Thanks to my editor, Elizabeth Mitchell, at HarperOne for 

hatching this idea and inviting me to write this book, and to 

Ghjulia Romiti for all her assistance. Thanks to Mari Moriarty, 

Deb Hayes, husbear Jonathan Adler, and David Brendel for all 

the invaluable feedback. Huge bravos to copy editor Dianna 

Stirpe (sorry about the mangled tenses) and book designer Leah 

Carlson- Stanisic.

Thanks to Laurie Anderson and the Lou Reed estate for donat-

ing his papers to the New York Public Library, thereby sending 

Lou back to the people.
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B i b l i o g r a p h y

. . . in no particular order with the exception of the first four 

books— Holly, Jackie, Candy, and Andy— which are not only 

amusing, but foundational to the tale of Transformer.

Holly Woodlawn with Jeffrey Copeland, A Low Life in High Heels: The Holly 
Woodlawn Story (New York: St Martin’s, 1991)

Craig B. Highberger, Superstar in a House Dress: The Life and Legend of Jackie Curtis 
(New York: Chamberlain Brothers, 2005)

Candy Darling, My Face for the World to See: The Diaries, Letters, and Drawings of 
Candy Darling, Andy Warhol Superstar (Honolulu: Hardy Marks, 1997)

Andy Warhol, The Philosophy of Andy Warhol (From A to B and Back Again) (New 
York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1975)

Victor Bockris, Transformer: The Complete Lou Reed Story (London: HarperCollins, 
2014)

Barney Hoskyns, Glam! Bowie, Bolan, and the Glitter Rock Revolution (London: 
Faber and Faber, 1998)

Ken Scott and Robert Owsinski, Abbey Road to Ziggy Stardust: Off the Record with 
the Beatles, Bowie, Elton, and So Much More (Los Angeles: Alfred Music, 2012)

Bettye Kronstad, Perfect Day: An Intimate Portrait of Life with Lou Reed (London: 
Jawbone, 2016)

Lester Bangs, Psychotic Reactions and Carburetor Dung, edited by Greil Marcus 
(New York: A. A. Knopf, 1987)

Peter Stanfield, Pin- Ups 1972: Third Generation Rock ’n’ Roll (London: Reaktion 
Books, 2022)

Sasha Geffen, Glitter Up the Dark: How Pop Music Broke the Binary (Austin: Univ. 
of Texas Press, 2020)

Nick Kent, The Dark Stuff: Selected Writings on Rock Music 1972–1993 (London: 
Faber and Faber, 2007)

Angela Bowie with Patrick Carr, Backstage Passes: Life on the Wild Side with David 
Bowie (London: Orion, 1993)

Darryl W. Bullock, The Velvet Mafia: The Gay Men Who Ran the Swinging Sixties 
(London: Omnibus, 2021)

Charles Shaar Murray, Shots from the Hip: Notes from the Counterculture (Ipswitch, 
UK: Aaaargh! Press, 1991)
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