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SOURCES AND NOTES

NOTES ON REPORTING

My research for Team of Five took me from a candid conversation
with President Donald Trump in the Oval Office to a visit with
Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter in their modest living room in
Plains, Georgia. I interviewed more than a hundred presidential
aides, family members, White House residence staff, and former
first ladies and vice presidents. When aides asked to talk on
background because of the confidential nature of some of these
conversations, I respected their wishes. This is an especially
sensitive story that is unfolding every day in unexpected ways.
Accounts of life as a former president were supplemented by
extensive research from archival materials, including oral histo-
ries from presidential libraries; memoirs penned by former pres-
idents and first ladies, residence staffers, and political aides; and
biographies. I especially want to thank the Miller Center at the
University of Virginia for the incredible work they do document-
ing what really happens inside the West Wing.

PROLOGUE: “I'M A DIFFERENT
KIND OF PRESIDENT”

Donald Trump, interview with the author, March 27, 2019. Pub-
lished sources include James Fallows, “Donald Trump’s Telling
Change to the Oval Office,” The Atlantic, August 25, 2017, and
Nancy Gibbs and Michael Dufty, The Presidents Club: Inside the



World’s Most Exclusive Fraternity (New York: Simon & Schuster,
2012). Chandelis Duster and Kevin Liptak, “Bill Clinton: Impeach-
ment Shouldn't Stop Trump from Working with Democrats,”
CNN, November 14, 2019.

|I. THE PEACEFUL TRANSFER OF POWER

Interview subjects include Laura Bush, Jimmy and Rosalynn
Carter, Christine Limerick, Stephen Rochon, George Hannie,
Gerald Rafshoon, Don Evans, and Nelson Pierce. Published
sources include Lady Bird Johnson, A White House Diary (New
York: Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 1970); Kate Andersen Brower,
The Residence: Inside the Private World of the White House
(New York: HarperCollins, 2015); Kenneth T. Walsh, Air Force
One: A History of the Presidents and Their Planes (New York:
Hyperion, 2003); Presidential Transition Act of 1963, Pub. L.
No. 88—277 (1964); Nancy Gibbs and Michael Dufty, The Presidents
Club: Inside the World’s Most Exclusive Fraternity (New York:
Simon & Schuster, 2012); Letitia Baldrige, A Lady, First: My
Life in the Kennedy White House and the American Embassies of
Paris and Rome (New York: Viking, 2001); Ryan Lizza, “Waiting
for Obama,” Politico Magazine, November 26, 2019; George H.
W. Bush, All the Best, George Bush: My Life in Letters and
Other Writings (New York: Touchstone, 1999); Bill Clinton,
“Bill Clinton: George H. W. Bush’s Oval Office Note to Me Re-
vealed the Heart of Who He Was,” Washington Post, Decem-
ber 1, 2018; Jon Meacham, Destiny and Power: The American
Odyssey of George Herbert Walker Bush (New York: Random
House, 2015); Barbara Bush, Barbara Bush: A Memoir (New
York: Scribner, 1994); Laura Bush, Spoken from the Heart (New
York: Simon & Schuster, 2010); Kevin Liptak, “Exclusive: Read



the Inauguration Day Letter Obama Left for Trump,” CNN,
September 5, 2017; Dan Balz, “Obama, Ex-Presidents Gather to
Dedicate George W. Bush Library,” Washington Post, April 25,
2013; Tim Alberta, American Carnage: On the Front Lines
of the Republican Civil War and the Rise of President Trump
(New York: Harper, 2019); Lou Cannon, President Reagan: The
Role of a Lifetime (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1991).

[I. THE UNWRITTEN RULES OF THE CLUB

Author drew on conversations with Jimmy Carter, Donald Trump,
Dick Cheney, Alan Simpson, Nelson Pierce, Justin Cooper, Chase
Untermeyer, Leon Panetta, Melanne Verveer, Jean Becker, Katie
Hill, Eugene Kang, Luis Miranda, Bobby Schmuck, Ed Nixon,
Lonnie Bunch, Pete Seat, and Jenny Botero. Published sources
include Harry S. Truman, Memoirs, vol. 2, Years of Trial and
Hope (New York: Doubleday, 1956); Andrew Glass, “Adams-]Jefferson
Correspondence Resumes, May 27, 1813, Politico, May 26, 2017;
Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay, The Federal-
ist Papers (1788; reprint, Signet, 2003); George H. W. Bush, All
the Best, George Bush: My Life in Letters and Other Writings
(New York: Touchstone, 199g); Associated Press, “Hurricane Re-
lief Effort Led by Ex-US Presidents Raises $41M,” AP News, Jan-
uary 24, 2018; George W. Bush, 41: A Portrait of My Father (New
York: Crown, 2014); Kent Garber, “Teddy Roosevelt, on the Bull
Moose Party Ticket, Battles Incambent William Howard Taft,”
U.S. News and World Report, January 17, 2008; Mark K. Up-
degrove, Second Acts: Presidential Lives and Legacies After the
White House (Guilford, CT: Lyons Press, 2006); Barack Obama,
Remarks on Earthquake Relief Efforts in Haiti, January 15, 2010,
White House; Bill Clinton, My Life (New York: Knopf, 2004);



Jimmy Carter, Faith: A Journey for All (New York: Simon &
Schuster, 2018); Bob Greene, Fraternity: A Journey in Search of
Five Presidents (New York: Crown, 2004); Michelle Obama, Be-
coming (New York: Crown, 2018); Betsy Klein, “Chelsea Clinton
Defends Fellow First Kid Barron Trump,” CNN, August 23, 2017;
Barack Obama, The Audacity of Hope: Thoughts on Reclaiming
the American Dream (New York: Crown, 2006); Richard Reeves,
“Hail to the Chief—in Public, That Is,” New York Times,
March 20, 2009; John Heilemann and Mark Halperin, Game
Change: Obama and the Clintons, McCain and Palin, and the
Race of a Lifetime (New York: HarperCollins, 2010); George W.
Bush, Remarks at the Dedication Ceremony for the George W.
Bush Presidential Library and Museum, April 25, 2013, Dallas;
Barack Obama, “Weekly Address: Strengthening Our Economy
by Passing Bipartisan Immigration Reform,” July 13, 2013; Barack
Obama, Remarks at a Campaign Rally, September 7, 2012, Ports-
mouth, NH; Barack Obama, Remarks on Presenting the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom, November 20, 2013, White House;
Barack Obama, interview with John Dickerson, Face the Nation,
CBS News, July 24, 2016; Barack Obama, Remarks at George-
town University, June 25, 2013, Washington, D.C.; Mark K. Up-
degrove, “An Interview with George W. Bush (Transcript),” Texas
Monthly, October 26, 2010; Nancy Gibbs and Michael Duffy, The
Presidents Club: Inside the World’s Most Exclusive Fraternity
(New York: Simon & Schuster, 2012); Kate Andersen Brower, First
Women: The Grace and Power of America’s Modern First La-
dies (New York: HarperCollins, 2016); Bob Woodward, Shadow:
Five Presidents and the Legacy of Watergate (New York: Simon
& Schuster, 1999); Dan Balz, “Obama, Ex-Presidents Gather to
Dedicate George W. Bush Library,” Washington Post, April 25,

2013.



I11. UNEXPECTED FRIENDSHIPS

Interview subjects include Jimmy Carter, Dick Cheney, Alan Simp-
son, Nelson Pierce, Donald Trump, Justin Cooper, Chase Unter-
meyer, Leon Panetta, Melanne Verveer, Jean Becker, Eugene
Kang, Luis Miranda, Ed Nixon, Bobby Schmuck, Lonnie Bunch,
and Jenny Botero. Published sources include Harry S. Truman,
Memoirs, vol. 2, Years of Trial and Hope (New York: Double-
day, 1956); Kenneth T. Walsh, Air Force One: A History of
the Presidents and Their Planes (New York: Hyperion, 2003);
George H. W. Bush, All the Best, George Bush: My Life in Letters
and Other Writings (New York: Touchstone, 1999); Anne E. Korn-
blut, “Bill Clinton: Obama Campaign ‘Played the Race Card on
Me,” Washington Post, April 22, 2008; Thomas M. DeFrank, Write
It When I'm Gone: Remarkable Off-the-Record Conversations
with Gerald R. Ford (New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 2007);
Ashley Fetters, “How George H. W. Bush and Bill Clinton Went
from Political Rivals to Best Friends,” The Atlantic, December 2,
2018; George W. Bush, 41: A Portrait of My Father (New York:
Crown, 2014); Mark K. Updegrove, Second Acts: Presidential
Lives and Legacies After the White House (Guilford, CT: Lyons
Press, 2006); Andy Lewis, “Inside Ronald Reagan’s Century City
‘Die Hard’ Office,” Hollywood Reporter, September 26, 2013;
Barack Obama, Remarks on Earthquake Relief Efforts in Haiti,
January 15, 2010, White House; Bill Clinton, My Life (New York:
Knopf, 2004); Dana Perino, And the Good News Is . . . (New
York: Twelve, 2015); Kent Garber, “Teddy Roosevelt, on the Bull
Moose Party Ticket, Battles Incambent William Howard Taft,”
U.S. News and World Report, January 17, 2008; Tony Freeman-
tle, “Bush, Clinton Form Unlikely Bond on Tsunami Tour,” Hous-

ton Chronicle, March 7, 2005; Bob Greene, Fraternity: A Journey



in Search of Five Presidents (New York: Crown, 2004); Andrew
Kaczynski, “The Assault Weapon Ban Would Have Never Passed
If It Wasn't For Ronald Reagan” Buzzfeed, December 19, 2012;
Presidential Transition Act of 1963, Pub. L. No. 88—277 (1964);
Mark Landler, “Michelle and George: The Embrace Seen Around
the World,” New York Times, September 25, 2016; Michelle
Obama, Becoming (New York: Crown, 2018); Tim Alberta, Amer-
ican Carnage: On the Front Lines of the Republican Civil War
and the Rise of President Trump (New York: Harper, 2019); David
A. Fahrenthold, Tom Hamburger, and Rosalind S. Helderman,
“The Inside Story of How the Clintons Built a $2 Billion Global
Empire,” Washington Post, June 2, 2015; Todd S. Purdum, “The
Comeback Id,” Vanity Fair, June 4, 2008; Peter Baker, “The Mel-
lowing of William Jefferson Clinton,” New York Times Magazine,
May 26, 2009; Richard Reeves, “Hail to the Chief—in Public,
That Is,” New York Times, March 20, 2009; Amy Chozick, “When
Clinton Joined Obama Administration, Friction Was Over Staff,
Not Email,” New York Times, March 5, 2015; “The Story Behind
Clinton’s Trip to North Korea,” CNN, August 5, 2009; George W.
Bush, “PEPFAR Saves Millions of Lives in Africa. Keep It Fully
Funded,” Washington Post, April 7, 2017; Kevin Sullivan and
Rosalind S. Helderman, “How the Clintons” Haiti Development
Plans Succeed—and Disappoint,” Washington Post, March 20,
2015; Mark K. Updegrove, “An Interview with George W. Bush
(Transcript),” Texas Monthly, October 26, 2010; Nancy Gibbs and
Michael Dufty, The Presidents Club: Inside the World’s Most
Exclusive Fraternity (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2012); John
Heilemann and Mark Halperin, Game Change: Obama and the
Clintons, McCain and Palin, and the Race of a Lifetime (New
York: HarperCollins, 2010); Gerald R. Ford, A Time to Heal: The
Autobiography of Gerald R. Ford (New York: Harper & Row,
1979); Tamara Keith, “5 Things You Should Know About Hil-



lary Clinton,” NPR, April 11, 2015; Barack Obama, Remarks at
Georgetown University, June 25, 2013, Washington, D.C.; Bob
Woodward, Shadow: Five Presidents and the Legacy of Watergate
(New York: Simon & Schuster, 1999); George W. Bush, Remarks
at the Dedication Ceremony for the George W. Bush Presidential
Library and Museum, April 25, 2013, Dallas; Barack Obama,
Remarks at a Campaign Rally, September 7, 2012, Portsmouth,
NH; Barack Obama, interview with John Dickerson, Face the
Nation, CBS News, July 24, 2016; Kate Andersen Brower, First
Women: The Grace and Power of America’s Modern First Ladies
(New York: HarperCollins, 2016); Leslie H. Gelb, “Foreign Af-
fairs; George, Bill and Millie,” New York Times, November 1,
1992; Matt Stevens, “What Brings U.S. Presidents Together? Of-
ten, Their Funerals,” New York Times, December 4, 2018; Ashley
Fetters, “How George H. W. Bush and Bill Clinton Went from
Political Rivals to Best Friends,” The Atlantic, December 2, 2018;
Dan Balz, “Obama, Ex-Presidents Gather to Dedicate George W.
Bush Library,” Washington Post, April 25, 2013; “Bush Tells
Obama on bin Laden: ‘Good Call,” Reuters, May 13, 2011; Adam
Clark Estes, “The Paradoxical Meeting of Bush and Obama at
Ground Zero,” September 11, 2011.

IV. THE HANGOVER

This chapter was based in part on interviews with Donald Trump,
Laura Bush, Nancy Mitchell, Don Evans, Barbara Bush, and Dee-
sha Dyer. Published sources include Mark K. Updegrove, Second
Acts: Presidential Lives and Legacies After the White House (Guil-
ford, CT: Lyons Press, 2006); Richard L. Berke, “The Last (E-
Mail) Goodbye, From ‘gwb’ to His 42 Buddies,” New York Times,
March 17, 2001; Kate Andersen Brower, The Residence: Inside
the Private World of the White House (New York: HarperCollins,



2015); Taylor Branch, The Clinton Tapes: Wrestling History with the
President (New York: Simon & Schuster, 200g); David Eisenhower
with Julie Nixon Eisenhower, Going Home to Glory: A Memoir of
Life with Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1961-1969 (New York: Simon
& Schuster, 2010); Ryan Lizza, “Waiting for Obama,” Politico
Magazine, November 26, 2019; “Clinton’s Confession, the Tran-
script,” Newsweek, August 11, 2000; Sandra Sobieraj Westfall and
Sam Gillette, “Michelle Obama’s Not Allowed to Drive Herself,
Can't People-Watch at Catés: “We Still Live in a Bubble,” Peo-
ple, November 15, 2018; Jeff Zeleny, “For a High-Tech President,
a Hard-Fought E-Victory,” New York Times, January 22, 2009;
Yesha Callahan, “Michelle Obama Talks Post-White House, Re-
lationships, and Living a Healthy Life at Essence Festival,” Es-
sence, July 7, 2019; “CNBC Meets: President Bill Clinton, Part
One,” CNBC, March 26, 2013; Hayley Garrison Phillips, “Pres-
ident Obama Officiated at a Wedding in D.C. This Past Week-
end,” Washingtonian, January 23, 2019; Ben Rhodes, The World
as It Is: A Memoir of the Obama White House (New York: Ran-
dom House, 2018); “Bush Reveals Contents of His Pockets: No
Wallet or Keys,” USA Today, November 2, 2005; Bob Greene,
Fraternity: A Journey in Search of Five Presidents (New York:
Crown, 2004); Katherine Skiba, “Obama’s Post-Presidential Life
Beginning to Take Shape,” Chicago Tribune, January 16, 2017;
George W. Bush, 41: A Portrait of My Father (New York: Crown,
2014); “Bush’s Final Approval Rating: 22 Percent,” CBS News,
January 16, 2009; Dana Calvo, “Bush Challenges Gore to Pub-
licly Condemn Clinton for Past Behavior,” Los Angeles Times,
August 12, 2000; Kevin Robillard, “Bush: ‘History Will Judge,”
Politico, April 22, 2013; Ret. Sgt. Mike Elliott, Golden Knights
Parachute Team, recalling skydiving with George H. W. Bush
in interview with Dana Bash, CNN, December 1, 2018; Scott
Stump, “George H. W. Bush Takes a Skydive: That's One Way to



Celebrate go!,” Today, NBC, June 12, 2014; Katie Zezima, “Presi-
dent Obama’s Credit Card Got Rejected Last Month. Here’s What
Happened Next,” Washington Post, October 17, 2014; Bill Clin-
ton, My Life (New York: Knopf, 2004); Zameena Mejia, “Here’s
How Former U.S. President Barack Obama Spent His First Day
out of Office Nearly a Year Ago,” CNBC, January 17, 2018; Mark
K. Updegrove, “An Interview with George W. Bush (Transcript),”
Texas Monthly, October 26, 2010; Lee Benson, “Clinton—Cool,
Calm, Rejected,” Deseret News, March 3, 1999; Michelle Obama,
Becoming (New York: Crown, 2018); James Bennet, “I Never
Dreamed It Would Turn Out This Way,” The Atlantic, October

2014.

V. CASHING IN

For this chapter the author drew on conversations with Dick
Cheney, Laura Bush, Barbara Bush, Lonnie Bunch, Donald
Trump, and Gerald Rafshoon. Published sources include Ken-
neth T. Walsh, Air Force One: A History of the Presidents and
Their Planes (New York: Hyperion, 2003); Kate Andersen Brower,
The Residence: Inside the Private World of the White House (New
York: HarperCollins, 2015); Mark K. Updegrove, Second Acts:
Presidential Lives and Legacies After the White House (Guil-
ford, CT: Lyons Press, 2006); Barack Obama, Remarks on the
Unveiling of the Official Portraits of Former President George W.
Bush and First Lady Laura Bush, May 31, 2012, White House;
Jon Meacham, Destiny and Power: The American Odyssey of
George Herbert Walker Bush (New York: Random House, 2015);
Abigail Tracy, “Multi-Millionaire Bill Clinton Used a Taxpayer-
Funded Program to Subsidize His Expenses,” Vanity Fair, Sep-
tember 1, 2016; Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John

Jay, The Federalist Papers (1788; reprint, Signet, 2003); David

10



E. Sanger, The Inheritance: The World Obama Confronts and
the Challenges to American Power (New York: Random House,
2009); Judy Kurtz, “Obama: T'm Actually Surprised by How Much
Money I Got,”” Hill, July 17, 2018; Bill Clinton, My Life (New York:
Knopf, 2004); Raymond Hernandez, “Clintons Accused of a Fail-
ure to Disclose Gifts’ True Value,” New York Times, February 13,
2002; Peter Grier, “George Bush ‘Decision Points—How Many
Books Will He Sell?” Christian Science Monitor, November g,
2010; Jonathan Alter, “Bush Nostalgia Is Overrated, but His Book
of Paintings Is Not,” New York Times, April 17, 2017; Presiden-
tial Transition Act of 1963, Pub. L. No. 88—277 (1964); Daniel
Halper, Clinton, Inc.: The Audacious Rebuilding of a Political
Machine (New York: HarperCollins, 2014); Sam Dangremond,
“How Much Money Can Ex-Presidents Pull In?,” Town & Coun-
try, March 23, 2017; David A. Fahrenthold, Tom Hamburger, and
Rosalind S. Helderman, “The Inside Story of How the Clintons
Built a $2 Billion Global Empire,” Washington Post, June 2, 2015;
Todd S. Purdum, “The Comeback Id,” Vanity Fair, June 4, 2008;
Peter Baker, “The Mellowing of William Jefferson Clinton,” New
York Times Magazine, May 26, 2009; Dan Alexander and Chase
Peterson-Withorn, “How Trump Is Trying—and Failing—to Get
Rich Off His Presidency,” Forbes, October 2, 2018; George H. W.
Bush, All the Best, George Bush: My Life in Letters and Other
Writings (New York: Touchstone, 1999); Thomas B. Edsall, “Clin-
tons Take Away $190,000 in Gifts,” Washington Post, January 21,
2001; Taylor Branch, The Clinton Tapes: Wrestling History with
the President (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2009); Bob Greene,
Fraternity: A Journey in Search of Five Presidents (New York:
Crown, 2004); Adam Liptak, “How Far Can Trump Go in Is-
suing Pardons?” New York Times, May 31, 2018; Husna Hagq,
“George W. Bush Charges Vets Group $100,00 for Speech. Too
Much?,” Christian Science Monitor, July g, 2015; Roberto Suro,

11



“The Inauguration: Bowing Out; Citizen Bush Goes Home and
Says He Is Satisfied,” New York Times, January 21, 1993; Bill
Clinton, My Life (New York: Knopf, 2004); Weston Kosova,
“Backstage at the Finale,” Newsweek, February 25, 2001; Kevin
Sullivan and Mary Jordan, “The Un-Celebrity President,” Wash-
ington Post, August 17, 2018; Maureen Dowd, “When Hillary and
Donald Were Friends,” New York Times, November 2, 2016; Pe-
ter Baker, “Trump Pardons Scooter Libby in a Case That Mirrors
His Own,” New York Times, April 13, 2018; Andy Sullivan, Emily
Stephenson, and Steve Holland, “Trump Says Won't Divest from
His Business While President,” Reuters, January 11, 2017; David
A. Fahrenthold and Robert O’'Harrow Jr., “Trump: A True Story,”
Washington Post, August 10, 2016.

VI. REDEMPTION

Information in this chapter was based in part on conversations
with Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter, Gerald Rafshoon, Zbigniew
Brzezinski, Mack McLarty, Walter Mondale, Leisa Easom, Betty
Monkman, Jill Stuckey, Roland Mesnier, Steven Hochman, and
Terry Adamson. Published sources include Mark K. Updegrove,
Second Acts: Presidential Lives and Legacies After the White
House (Guilford, CT: Lyons Press, 2006); Kate Andersen Brower,
The Residence: Inside the Private World of the White House
(New York: HarperCollins, 2015); Rosalynn Carter, First Lady
from Plains (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1984); Michael Gold,
“Bill Clinton and Jeffrey Epstein: How Are They Connected?,”
New York Times, July 9, 2019; William E. Schmidt, “President
Praises Carter at Library,” New York Times, October 2, 1986;
Kate Andersen Brower, First Women: The Grace and Power of
America’s Modern First Ladies (New York: HarperCollins, 2016);
Gwen Ifill, “The 1992 Campaign: The Democrats; Clinton Assails

12



G.O.P. Attacks Aimed at Wife,” New York Times, August 20, 1992;
Nancy Gibbs and Michael Duffy, The Presidents Club: Inside the
World’s Most Exclusive Fraternity (New York: Simon & Schus-
ter, 2012); Jimmy Carter, A Full Life: Reflections at Ninety (New
York: Simon & Schuster, 2015); Jimmy Carter, White House Diary
(New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2010); George H. W. Bush,
All the Best, George Bush: My Life in Letters and Other Writings
(New York: Touchstone, 1999); Jimmy Carter, Beyond the White
House: Waging Peace, Fighting Disease, Building Hope (New
York: Simon & Schuster, 2007); Stephen Collinson, “Jimmy Car-
ter’s Rewarding Post-Presidency,” CNN, August 20, 2015; Hamil-
ton Jordan, Crisis: The Last Year of the Carter Presidency (New
York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1982); George Stephanopoulos, All Too
Human: A Political Education (New York: Little, Brown, 1999);
Charlotte Curtis, “Carter: 20 Months Later,” New York Times, Au-
gust 17, 1982; Mark Leibovich, “When Former Presidents Assail
the Chief,” New York Times, May 22, 2007; Kevin Sullivan and
Mary Jordan, “The Un-Celebrity President,” Washington Post, Au-
gust 17, 2018; Bob Greene, Fraternity: A Journey in Search of Five
Presidents (New York: Crown, 2004); Douglas Brinkley, “Clintons
and Carters Don’t Mix,” New York Times, August 28, 1996; “Roger
Clinton Now Target of Pardon Probe,” CNN, February 23, 2001;
Nicholas Johnston and Kate Andersen Brower, “Obama Tax Deal
Is a Good Bill,” Former President Clinton Says,” Bloomberg, De-
cember 12, 2010; Kevin Sack and Sheri Fink, “Rwanda Aid Shows
Reach and Limits of Clinton Foundation,” New York Times, Oc-
tober 18, 2015; Michael Shear, “The Surprise Trip to the Briefing
Room,” New York Times, December 10, 2010; Elise Labott, “The
Story Behind Carter’s North Korean Trip,” CNN, August 25, 2010;
Todd S. Purdum, “The Comeback Id,” Vanity Fair, June 4, 2008;
Peter Baker, “The Mellowing of William Jefferson Clinton,” New
York Times Magazine, May 26, 2009.

13



VIl. AMERICA’S PYRAMIDS AND THE WEIGHT OF LEGACY

Interviews include Donald Trump, Jimmy Carter, Russell Riley,
David Ferriero, Mack McLarty, Don Evans, Leisa Easom, Jill
Stuckey, Steven Hochman, and Terry Adamson. Published sources
include Mark K. Updegrove, Second Acts: Presidential Lives and
Legacies After the White House (Guilford, CT: Lyons Press, 2006);
Bob Clark, “In Defense of Presidential Libraries,” Public Historian
40, no. 2 (May 2018); Jennifer Schuessler, “The Obama Presidential
Library That Isn't,” New York Times, February 20, 2019; Jeanne
Marie Laskas, “To Obama: With Love, and Hate, and Desperation,”
New York Times, January 17, 2017; Kate Andersen Brower, First
Women: The Grace and Power of America’s Modern First Ladies
(New York: HarperCollins, 2016); Peter Baker, “For Bush, a Day to
Bask in Texas Sun,” New York Times, April 25, 2013; Nancy Gibbs
and Michael Dufty, The Presidents Club: Inside the World's Most
Exclusive Fraternity (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2012); Karl
Evers-Hillstrom, “Shining a Light on Presidential Libraries—the
Unrenowned Pay-to-Play Scandal,” Opensecrets.org, March 13, 2019;
Donna Shalala, interview, Presidential Oral History Project, Bill
Clinton Presidency, Miller Center, University of Virginia, May 15,
2007; Lisa Lerer, “No One Wants to Campaign with Bill Clinton
Anymore,” New York Times, November 2, 2018; Kate Andersen
Brower, The Residence: Inside the Private World of the White House
(New York: HarperCollins, 2015); Eun Kyung Kim, “President Bill
Clinton on Monica Lewinsky, #MeToo and Whether His Apology
Was Enough,” Today, NBC, June 4, 2018; David Marchese, “Robert
A. Caro on the Means and Ends of Power,” New York Times, April 1,
2019; Jonah Engel Bromwich and Matt Stevens, “George H. W.
Bush Apologizes After Women Accuse Him of Grabbing Them,”
New York Times, October 27, 2017; Ronald Reagan, An American
Life: The Autobiography (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1990).
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VIIl. THE FIRST LADIES CIRCLE

Interview subjects include Barbara Bush, Rosalynn Carter, Laura
Bush, Deesha Dyer, Jean Becker, Neil Bush, Anita McBride,
Gustavo Paredes, Liz Allen, Susie Tompkins Buell, Jim McGrath,
Ann Compton, Don Evans, Russell Riley, Christine Limerick, and
Paul Costello. Published sources include “ABC News: Michelle
Obama ‘Stopped Even Trying to Smile” at Trump Inauguration,”
CNN, November 12, 2018; Kate Andersen Brower, First Women:
The Grace and Power of America’s Modern First Ladies (New
York: HarperCollins, 2016); Hillary Rodham Clinton, Living
History (New York: Scribner, 2003); Hilary Weaver, “Laura Bush,
Michelle Obama, and the Soft Power of Outspoken First Ladies,”
Vanity Fair; June 20, 2018; Mark K. Updegrove, Second Acts:
Presidential Lives and Legacies After the White House (Guil-
ford, CT: Lyons Press, 2006); Sandra Sobieraj Westfall, “After 67
Years of Marriage, What Do Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter Mean
by ILYTG’?” People, October 8, 2014; Laura Bush, Spoken from
the Heart (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2010); Yesha Callahan,
“Michelle Obama Talks Post-White House, Relationships, and
Living a Healthy Life at Essence Festival,” Essence, July 7, 2019;
Jessica Kwong, “Melania Trump Follows Her Husband’s Least
Favorite Person on Twitter: Barack Obama,” Newsweek, Feb-
ruary 6, 2018; Chris Cillizza, “Michelle Obama Just Compared
Donald Trump to a ‘Divorced Dad,” CNN, April 16, 2019; Da-
vid Nakamura, “President Trump Traveled 250 Yards to Greet
George W. Bush. He Used a Stretch Limo and an Eight-Vehicle
Motorcade to Make the Trip,” Washington Post, December 5,
2018; Jim Frederick, “Q & A with Chelsea Clinton,” Time, Sep-
tember 26, 2012; Barack Obama, Remarks at a Campaign Rally
for Democratic Presidential Nominee Hillary Rodham Clinton,
October 14, 2016, Cleveland; Hillary Clinton, It Takes a Village
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(New York: Simon & Schuster, 1996); Dan Merica, “The Clintons
Launch Paid Speaking Tour with Plenty of Ire for Trump,” CNN,
November 28, 2018; Carrie Dann, “Hillary Clinton’s Popularity
Has Fluctuated During Decades in Public Eye,” NBC News,
April 13, 2015; Lauren Hubbard, “A Brief History of George W.
Bush and Michelle Obama’s Friendship,” Town & Country, De-
cember 5, 2018; Nancy Gibbs and Michael Dufty, The Presidents
Club: Inside the World’s Most Exclusive Fraternity (New York:
Simon & Schuster, 2012); Kate Bennett, “Melania Trump Hosts
Laura Bush for White House Visit,” CNN, December 4, 2018;
Susan Page, The Matriarch: Barbara Bush and the Making of an
American Dynasty (New York: Twelve, 2019); Rosalynn Carter,
statement on President Trump’s border policy, sent to the author
by Carter press secretary Deanna Congileo, June 18, 2018; Bob
Woodward, Shadow: Five Presidents and the Legacy of Water-
gate (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1999); Michael Rubinkam,
“Hillary Clinton Says She’s Ready to Come Out of the Woods,””
Associated Press, March 18, 2017; Christina Zhao, “Michelle
Obama Explains Viral Candy Sharing Moments with George W.
Bush,” Newsweek, December 18, 2018; George Stephanopoulos,
All Too Human: A Political Education (New York: Little, Brown,
1999); Devan Cole, “Hillary Clinton: ‘We Are Living Through a
Full-Fledged Crisis in Our Democracy,” CNN, March 3, 2019;
Mark Landler, “Michelle and George: The Embrace Seen Around
the World,” New York Times, September 25, 2016; Jon Meacham,
Destiny and Power: The American Odyssey of George Herbert
Walker Bush (New York: Random House, 2015); Michelle Obama,
Becoming (New York: Crown, 2018); “Michelle Obama Cancels
Part of Book Tour to Attend George H. W. Bush’s Funeral,” To-
day, NBC, December 2, 2018; Donnie Radcliffe, “Queen Nancy,”
Washington Post, September 8, 1981; “Michelle Obama Opens
Up About Family and Finding Her Voice,” Today, NBC, Novem-
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