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Gathering Data on Dolphin Behavior

Scientists can’t see 100% of what an animal does every day, all day. But they can “sample” animal
behavior. Two actual sampling forms are reproduced here. One is a survey. Shark Bay Dolphin Project
researchers use surveys when they first come across a dolphin or group of dolphins. These five-minute
“snapshots” record which dolphins are present and what they are doing. This survey (see Chapter Four)
began as soon as Janet spotted Lick (LIC) and her calf Cheeky (CEY).

The habitat type wasn't visible from the surface, but the dolphins were in 5.4 meters of water near
Red Cliff Bay (RCB). When first encountered, Lick was foraging about 200 meters away from the boat,
mostly making peduncle dives, but she made at least one tail-up dive. Lick and Cheeky swam quite close to
each other (less than two meters apart) and Cheeky was in BP (baby position) part of the time. The pair
traveled in a straight line. Cheeky'’s skin was discolored; Lick had swollen mammary glands, as a nursing
mom should (her underbelly was visible when she came over to bow-ride). During the five minutes of the
survey no other dolphins joined Lick and Cheeky. Afterward, Janet switched to a focal follow form.

The second form reproduced is the focal follow of Lick and Cheeky. The “notes” column describes,
in researcher shorthand, the fast-paced action as Lick and Cheeky were joined by other dolphins.

By gathering data in this standardized way, data from different dolphins and data collected at
different times by different people can be put together and analyzed. Survey data (best for recording which

dolphins are around) can be combined with focal follow data (best for recording behavior) to develop and

test hypotheses.



1

cr M

Date/Initials Entered

|Start Boat Time: |11 §-:

|End:Boat Time: |

[Survey# |

Date: 24 -July -2 O]\
1st Observer: |\ ‘ GPS QGO | ~ |substrate (circle 1) |General location: SO
2nd Observer: f 9 ‘|seagrass 1 2 3 4 CRCB : N
Scribe: k-7¢ South 25 1118711 [sand (90-100%) _|ClosesfDepth (m) \{j\ R
Tllme 1st lp: \!:Zj\ | ° |channel Cunknowh MM Temp C \7.0 & uL/‘ ‘
Time depart: 1: 30 | |~ |East113 70412 other: Beaufort .5 N
Reason departi5)Re(Fo) Lo We Hi Eq Em Oth |seagrass 1:10-25%; 2:26-50%; 3:51-75%; £:275% Transect#
ID codes or names; Place animals that arrive > 5 min in parens. : #Ds 1st 5min
CEN L\ €L
| Total before
depart
/s

All fins photo or

L1 C- Moy

r
j

SWJC

N

|\

Arrivals (Ids'and times):
Departures (IDs and times): v 55 @ b
PARTY DATA during first 5 min: Circle all predominant, check all occurrences. Put later dala in notes | Bowriding(y’jn
Activity |Spread-m |Surface-Dive Info Spd.mph|ForageType/ IDs  Ipf ForEvents | L\ C
Rest Vii <.3 rg t snag |Vtr<i  [bchfor miifor 10: eey
qTrav idv" pp Ip Str1-2  |begboat rtfor i bup cf fch fed fj fs
- {Social Mod 2-56 Ip  fsw (@ “|brdmll - sffor fshfliw fsw ft plywd
Forage [Spr5-10 |rs BP Anytime |[Mtr3-4 Ibtg snk plyblow shagcofor snp
Other: Wsp >-10 |Initial CEY @ n |Ftr4-6  |bupfor spf spg tw wdpok wf wrb
Unk Giples |Act. :y/n |Btr>6 cstfor idpcifor Other:
Movement Cstraight [FOE cy/n [Var gtfor other: Gynchs:
meander mill var Jzoom| | :y/n jUnk kplfor n:27 EO):LIC CeY
Notes: consorts, subgroups, social, SSSS, fish, other  |Social Type 1st &: gse pet prb shikick bnd mnt ere jaw other
‘ IDs:
CEY - NavriblR dis coldvatien

FILM: start-end frame, description, blanks




0108 SR S o~

—

SCY (VR +-PS

< 5’((\
Date: 71 - U\\{ 261\ Mom: | \C \5‘4" Page #: \
Calf: (- ' Observer: \nn
1Calf |Mum
Time |Dis |Act |Act |Party.Composition Join/Leave BP M/B__ |Notes oo |
11235 |eP [8P fcre | Lic CEY VETES]
20 1O |eow|pon ]| LiC CeY B:25:40 | CEN prySieal onadiriont
27 v lerelcre] Lic cen ROMS NOYWIAL, veg v YRR
29 || lcre i€ uc ceN only T medged v‘/)
29 |t [Crelcre fue ceV M-39.40] EP(0) L 1C CEN
4o | 6P| 6P [miukg N
41 leelpe o]
4y 6P lep | - "
4z |ép 8P | v [ B:43:54
gef oo jere | K ?
- R e e e 3 : LCEY 8-Cex 3 CEN SRV 1N) |
8O | S j50C | CEN spuU 1w LIC <G Wl AV IN]
Yy |2 |soc] i Soc wW|SAY N
48 |3 jec |* | v L CENSAU IN | OC_ I SAY INL
99 |3 [soc [ Jced shu iND(Lig) Y (e SAY ] I
50 |49 lsoc | *_ |{ced sAvan)ie) ‘e “
o1 |12 Tsee | |cey sAv iy LV C : : | :
g2 _{Z jsoc | n : . L Lic Eloy 5hy ced env e 'T
53 |4 |soc | * llcew sAo WD (L) £(0) ' SAL CBY IN) E[NSAY g
B4 1Y lsoc | M n Flic E(5)15AY 1IN CEN BUP CEY INI Bup
55 1% jsoc |2 CENSAV H\H Lic 1N\ 95 LEY CEN ST W |
Ole | % iste | : : i i = s
51 Ju fsoc I ¢ Yeet sav n\lD (L) 2 E(0):SAY 11
56 b pagi) v L CEN bup, (N IN | MArSAY E(b) Y SV
S0 lgec | v o Elqo) NI CEY £ SAN 1N chs\ P
2661 |x?! \ \t caty stitl it N
L A e JLPLC 00 (Y N wholshy, EMOgNERT
oz | 7 vl | ' Ve sav i pug) (Lid) : Elnt) SRV cdon N _IN) LU P
0% |.7 }xpl " I ; L PLLC poSsiyie evel CEY  EL0):SPV |CER
0y 17 [l | (CEN SAU IND (L1C) T
05 1781l | . o u ' £00):LEY INI bhd Ay SAV2 1T
Ole [hebbmpboniiaclas't o b e BE ) ey e E(mnt\ drsnu
a7 7”% *pl u n @ enelp : 71*"-“-
8 Mo Jxeb | v bl ' e s\ p Shp =z iy N ot
09 v fxel | " eggspv vi) (LI PUC) P(EN AU INL s ‘ CUJ\)W
16 1 Z I»x¢'e] » CEY cAU INI PUC LIL L UC ey W02 %y
) ge |Br |CTR | ceM L€ ‘T“\
12 8P | BP lrwér| » : Mmub T .
12. Jep [e? Jiv rJcer b sav puc 1N LceN L C :
I Jeeige i CEY L1C MU Y B:14'53
15 |2 [GZ [ " | ced Lic SRV PLC 1N :
Vo Z ‘lp? i n
TEale | ol s : 1015 0F pp.alp
ko o flier o I I
19 |1-% |sec u i Qe wiSAY IV
26 |3 |so | " z
21 |3 Jgsc | v "
22 |Z wpp Jrer | M : L puC
2% 123 |n 1 2EN L C SAU INY Ly aiccet cgyaLic 1P »3
C S o SR L 15¢ cey Mt 3 Muzu-0u | :
25 |3 v In Juccer Smunnac Y.URC (O 2EA [521:00
20 BI{w [ v |uc(etsAv N puc vRe coapeR] - -

Follows 2007



