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Chapter One

O R I G I N A L  S I N
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In 2020, the press was hit by a stinging indictment in the form 
of a study conducted by the Gallup organization and the Knight 
Foundation.

The study showed that a plurality of Americans thinks the press 
is failing in its most important job— providing objective news re-
ports to the American people. Almost a majority, 44 percent of those 
surveyed, said the media is doing “poorly” or “very poorly” providing 
objective news reports, while only 28 percent said the media was doing 
“well” or “very well.”15

Source: Gallup/Knight Foundation Survey. American Views 2020: 
Trust, Media, and Democracy. November 9, 2020.
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Chapter Two

D E C E P T I O N S  A N D 
D O U B L E  S T A N D A R D S

 

Telling the news fully, accurately, and fairly is the press’s job. It’s 
the heart of what they’re supposed to do for a living. It’s what makes 
them the so- called fourth pillar of our democracy. It’s a vital role we 
need them to play. Yet, more than half of Americans don’t feel confi-
dent that the press is upholding its responsibilities. It wasn’t always 
like this. Forty years ago, the press was a highly trusted institution. If 
the mainstream media, typically the New York Times, the Washington 
Post, or the network news shows, reported something, people took it as 
true. In 1977, according to Gallup, 72 percent of the American people 
had a great deal or fair amount of trust and confidence in the press.15 
The press’s decline should be worrisome to all Americans, but make 
no mistake: The press has done this to themselves. They did it by being 
biased, and in too many cases, by being just plain wrong.

Source: Gallup Survey. Media Use and Evaluation, “Trust in News Media.” 
https://news.gallup.com/poll/1663/media-use-evaluation.aspx.
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Chapter Four

T H E  W A Y  I T  W A S

What a difference a few decades make. According to Gallup, only 
about 40 percent of the American people in 2020 trusted the press, 
a plunge of thirty percentage points from 1980.3 In fact, according to 
Columbia Journalism Review, in 2019 the press was the least trusted 
institution in America compared to trust in the military, law enforce-
ment, universities, the Supreme Court, the executive branch, and 
Congress.4

If Trump coverage fuels ratings, it’s no surprise that the Harvard 
Kennedy School report found that the first hundred days of Trump’s 
presidency dominated media coverage. Trump received three times 
the amount of coverage received by previous presidents.16

The media’s obsession with Trump reached far beyond his first 
days in office. An analysis published in the Columbia Journalism 

Source: “Poll: How Does the Public Think Journalism Happens,” 
Columbia Journalism Review, Winter 2019.
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Review found that “the quantity of coverage devoted by the print 
media to Donald Trump is without historical precedent.” The article 
quantified the New York Times’ obsession with Trump.17

So when Republicans, conservatives, and Donald Trump com-
plain that the mainstream media are “left- wing” or “liberal,” they’re 
right— especially when measured by viewership.

Source: Musa al- Gharbi, “The New York Times’ Obsession with Trump, 
Quantified,” Columbia Journalism Review, November 13, 2019.

Source: Pew Research Center, “Americans’ Main Sources for Political News Vary by 
Party and Age,” Survey of U.S. Adults Conducted October 29–November 11, 2019.
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Chapter Nine

A C T I V I S T S  F O R  A  C A U S E

According to the latest information from the Tax Foundation,39 
the top 10 percent, people making more than $151,935, made 48 per-
cent of all the money and paid 71.4 percent of all income taxes.

And the bottom 50 percent? Those with an income less than 
$43,614 made 11.6 percent of all the money and paid 3.4 percent of 
all income taxes.

A simpler way to put it: Half the taxpayers pay 97 percent of fed-
eral income taxes.

Source: “Half of Taxpayers Pay 97 Percent of Federal Income 
Taxes,” Tax Foundation, February 3, 2021.
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Chapter Ten

R A C E S ,  R I O T S , 
A N D  C O V I D

In one of the more egregious examples of a reporter bending 
over backward to downplay the violence and arson that took place 
at a protest, MSNBC’s Ali Velshi reported, while standing in front 
of a blazing fire, “This is mostly a protest. It is not, generally speak-
ing, unruly, but fires have been started, and this crowd is relishing 
that.” 21

It was the same story at CNN, where correspondent Omar Jim-
enez reported while another fire raged behind him. On the screen 
below Jimenez was a chyron that read, “Fiery But Mostly Peaceful 
Protests After Police Shooting.” 22 CNN was mocked for its con  torted 
coverage.

Source: Internet Archive, The 11th Hour with Brian Williams, MSNBC, May 29, 2020.
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Axios headlined its story showing a picture of students on the 
field, “Party amid pandemic.”

The very same Axios newsletter also had a story about Joe Biden 
being declared the winner of the presidency the same day as the 
Clemson– Notre Dame game. The headline was “America erupts” and 
the story cited numerous events across the country in which crowds 
gathered to celebrate Biden’s victory. There was no mention of the pan-
demic for the Biden crowds, but there was for college football fans.25

At Axios, it’s okay to celebrate on the street. But it’s dangerous to 
celebrate on the field.

Source: Internet Archive, CNN, August 25, 2020.

Source: Mike Allen, Axios AM, November 8, 2020.
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Chapter Eleven

T O O  G O O D  T O  C H E C K
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