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INTRODUCTION

	 3	 Section 256: Valerie Strauss, “FYI, Alabama’s Constitution Still Calls for 
‘Separate Schools for White and Colored Children,’ ” Washington Post, 
March 10, 2017, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp 
/2017/03/10/fyi-alabamas-constitution-still-calls-for-separate-schools-for 
-white-and-colored-children/.

	 3	 banned educating Black people: David Freedman, “African-American School-
ing in the South Prior to 1861,” The Journal of Negro History 84, no. 1 
(Winter 1999): 1–47, https://doi.org/10.2307/2649081.

	 6	 roughly 3 percent: Thurgood Marshall College Fund, “About HBCUs,” ac-
cessed February 1, 2021, https://www.tmcf.org/about-us/member-schools 
/about-hbcus/.

CHAPTER 1: THE ROOTS

	 9	 Fee walked a fine line: John G. Fee to Cassius Marcellus Clay, April 4, 1844, 
Papers of John G. Fee, RG 01, Berea College Archives.

	 9	 To him, it was a law: For more on Clay’s early life and experience at Yale, see 
Cassius Marcellus Clay, The Life of Cassius Marcellus Clay: Memoirs, Writ-
ings, and Speeches, Showing His Conduct in the Overthrow of American 
Slavery, the Salvation of the Union, and the Restoration of the Autonomy of 
the States, 2 vols. (Cincinnati: J. Fletcher Brennan, 1886).

	 9	 The ivy-strewn institution: James Brewer Stewart, “The New Haven Negro 
College and the Meanings of Race in New England, 1776–1870,” The New 
England Quarterly 76, no. 3 (September 2003): 323–55, https://doi.org 
/10.2307/1559806.

	 10	 “In plain, logical”: Clay, Life of Cassius Marcellus Clay, 56.
	 10	 “Sir I am a stranger”: Fee to Clay, 1.
	 11	 “They feel that God”: Fee to Clay, 2–4.
	 11	 By his son’s recollection: For more on the life of John G. Fee, see John G. Fee, 

Autobiography of John G. Fee (Chicago: National Christian Association, 
1891), and Victor B. Howard, The Evangelical War against Slavery and 
Caste: The Life and Times of John G. Fee (Selinsgrove, PA: Susquehanna 
University Press, 1996).
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	 11	 of his father: Fee, Autobiography, 8.
	 11	 The elder Fee: Fee, 9–10.
	 12	 “By false teaching”: Fee, 11.
	 12	 conviction turned into action: Howard, The Evangelical War, 20.
	 12	 fewer than three hundred permanent colleges: Thomas D. Snyder, 120 Years 

of American Education: A Statistical Portrait (Washington, DC: US De-
partment of Education, Office of Educational Research and Improvement, 
National Center for Education Statistics, 1993), 63–74.

	 12	 “there is nothing”: George Washington, First Annual Address to Congress, 
January 8, 1790, available online at the American Presidency Project, www 
.presidency.ucsb.edu/node/203158, accessed February 1, 2021. For more 
on the Founding Fathers’ vision for American colleges, see Adam Harris, 
“George Washington’s Broken Dream of a National University,” The Atlan-
tic, September 21, 2018, www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2018/09 
/founders-national-university/571003.

	 13	 housekeeping and sewing: Benjamin Rush, Thoughts upon Female Educa-
tion, Accommodated to the Present State of Society, Manners and Govern-
ment, in the United States of America (Boston: 1791), available online from 
the Albert M. Greenfield Digital Center for the History of Women’s Educa-
tion, http://greenfield.brynmawr.edu/items/show/2828.

	 13	 “irrespective of color”: Frederick Alphonso McGinnis, The Education of Ne-
groes in Ohio (Wilberforce, OH, 1962).

	 13	 told the trustees: J. J. Shipherd pastoral letter, January 27, 1835, available 
online from Oberlin University, https://www2.oberlin.edu/external/EOG 
/History268/shipherd.html.

	 14	 “Thou shalt love”: Fee, Autobiography, 13.
	 14	 “Bundle up your books”: Fee, 18.
	 15	 first known Black student: Princeton Historical Audit Committee, Princeton 

Seminary and Slavery (Princeton, NJ: Princeton Seminary, 2019), 28, https://
slavery.ptsem.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Princeton-Seminary-and 
-Slavery-Report-rev10-19.pdf.

	 15	 “let the subject of slavery alone”: Howard, The Evangelical War, 24.
	 15	 she ardently supported: Daniela Pirela-Manares, “Matilda Hamilton Fee,” 

Berea College Magazine, Spring 2019, 12–13, https://magazine.berea.edu 
/spring-2019/matilda-hamilton-fee/.

	 15	 This was clearly a call: Fee, Autobiography, 46.
	 16	 “The day will come”: “John G. Fee,” The Examiner (Louisville, KY), March 4, 

1848, p. 2.
	 16	 “testimony of God’s word”: Fee, Autobiography, 48.
	 17	 obliged their invitation: Fee, 88.
	 17	 Fee thought: Fee, 89.
	 17	 “is due to Fee’s own leadership”: Clay, Life of Cassius Marcellus Clay, 212.
	 18	 he later recalled: Fee, Autobiography, 95.
	 19	 burned to the ground: For more on the history of the racist burning of 

Black meeting places, see Sarah Kaplan and Justin Wm. Moyer, “Why Rac-
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ists Target Black Churches,” Washington Post, July 1, 2015, https://www 
.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2015/07/01/why-racists 
-burn-black-churches/.

	 19	 “concubinage in Turkey: Fee, Autobiography, 102.
	 19	 Clay hoped only: Clay routinely delivered speeches that were more conserva-

tive about the speed of abolition—and who was responsible for it—than his 
listeners expected. One correspondent for the Wheeling Daily Intelligencer 
wrote that Clay “made a much more conservative and argumentative address 
that [sic] I would expect him to do on the Western Reserve, for you know 
that the people here have got such a pass of frenzy upon that subject that 
it takes generally something peculiarly ultra to elicit much attention.” See 
“Correspondence of the Intelligencer,” Wheeling Daily Intelligencer (Wheel-
ing, WV), September 30, 1856. For more on Fee’s rendering of the disagree-
ment between himself and Clay that day, see Fee, Autobiography, 102.

	 19	 he publicly replied: Fee, 102.
	 20	 “A law confessedly”: Fee, 103.
	 20	 “revolutionary, insurrectionary”: Fee, 104.
	 20	 Theirs was a disagreement: Fee, 104. There are few reports on the conven-

tion’s proceedings that note much outside of the fact that Clay was named a 
senatorial elector and that both Clay and Fee delivered “eloquent speeches.” 
See “The Fremont Electoral Ticket in Kentucky,” Belmont Chronicle (Saint 
Clairsville, OH), July 24, 1856.

	 20	 “Cassius M. Clay, of this state”: “Kentucky News,” The Louisville Daily Cou-
rier, August 4, 1856.

	 20	 “He has always been”: Clay, Life of Cassius Marcellus Clay, 571.
	 21	 “The immediate cause”: J. Cummins, “Correspondence of the Cincinnati 

Gazette,” The Courier-Journal (Louisville, KY), July 22, 1857.
	 21	 “pernicious”: Abolitionists in Eastern Kentucky—Public Meeting to Secure 

Their Removal,” The Louisville Daily Courier, January 30, 1860.
	 21	 passed a resolution: “The Louisville Daily Courier, January 30, 1860.
	 21	 captured by a proslavery mob: “Missionaries in Trouble,” Anti-Slavery Bugle 

(New-Lisbon, OH), January 28, 1860.
	 22	 more than 50 percent: Associated Press, “Farm Population Lowest Since 

1850s,” New York Times, July 20, 1988, www.nytimes.come/1988/07/20/us 
/farm-population-lowest-since-1850-s.html.

	 22	 Fewer than sixty thousand: The federal Office of Education began collect-
ing data on college enrollments in 1869, at which point 63,000 students were 
attending America’s higher-education institutions—or about 1 percent of 
the eighteen- to twenty-four-year-old population. See Snyder, 120 Years of 
American Education, 64.

	 22	 Jonathan Baldwin Turner, a professor: For more on Jonathan Baldwin Turner, 
and his involvement with the Granville meeting, see Mary Turner Carriel, 
The Life of Jonathan Baldwin Turner (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 
1961 [1911]).

	 23	 “to take steps”: Dean M. Inman, “Professor Jonathan Baldwin Turner and 
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the Granville Convention,” Journal of the Illinois Historical State Historical 
Society (1908–1984) 17, no. 1/2 (April–July 1924): 144–50.

	 23	 “Society has become”: Turner’s remarks were later memorialized in the 
conference proceedings. See Jonathan Baldwin Turner, Proceedings of the 
Twenty-Sixth Annual Meeting of the Society for the Promotion of Agricul-
tural Sciences, vol. 24, (Philadelphia, 1905), 55–72.

	 24	 “Others may feel a little alarm”: Carriel, Life of Jonathan Baldwin Tur
ner, 94.

	 25	 agricultural education free of tuition: For an examination of how land grants 
rose to prominence, see Roger L. Williams, The Origins of Federal Support 
for Higher Education: George W. Atherton and the Land-Grant College 
Movement (University Park: Penn State University Press, 1991). Also, see 
Burt E. Powell, The Movement for Industrial Education and the Establish-
ment of the University, 1840–1870 (Urbana: University of Illinois, 1918).

	 25	 “The science of agriculture”: “A State Agricultural College,” Louisville Daily 
Journal, March 27, 1855.

	 25	 “I think it not unlikely”: Powell, The Movement, 93
	 26	 He had been born: For the most complete examination of Morrill’s early 

years, see Coy F. Cross II, Justin Smith Morrill: Father of the Land-Grant 
Colleges (East Lansing: Michigan State University Press, 1999).

	 26	 though sometimes “attractive”: Morrill quoted in Cross, 15.
	 27	 “I saved this darkee”: Cross, 21.
	 27	 the party’s singular voice: William Belmont Parker, The Life and Public Ser-

vices of Justin Smith Morrill (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1924).
	 28	 roughly 2,500 votes: Morrill won 8,380 votes compared with his nearest com-

petitor, J. W. D. Parker, who won 5,848, but he was elected with only a hair 
over 50 percent of the popular vote. Free-Soilers split from the party, “un-
convinced” by Morrill’s statements about the spread of slavery, and selected 
O. L. Shafter as their candidate. For more, see Cross, Justin Smith Mor-
rill, 34–35.

	 29	 “one or more”: Cross, 84.
	 29	 “of no use”: Cross, 85.
	 29	 Quietly, behind the scenes: Edmund J. James, The Origin of the Land Grant 

Act of 1862 (the So-Called Morrill Act) and Some Account of Its Author, 
Jonathan B. Turner, University Studies 4, no. 1 (Urbana-Champaign: Uni-
versity of Illinois Press, November 1910).

	 29	 “Does not our general”: Justin S. Morrill, “Speech on the Bill Granting Lands 
for Agricultural Colleges,” April 20, 1858 (Washington, DC: Congressional 
Globe Office).

	 30	 “We have schools”: Morrill, 8.
	 30	 “We, the Republican party”: Lyman Trumbull, “Extract from the Speech of 

Hon. Lyman Trumbull, of Illinois,” in F. P. Blair Jr., Remarks of F. P. Blair 
Jr. in the House of Representatives of Missouri on the Repeal of the “Jack-
son Resolutions” (Washington, DC: Buell & Blanchard), 97–98.

	 30	 “any Central American state”: Trumbull, 97.
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	 31	 “one of the most extraordinary”: C. Wendell, “Agricultural Colleges,” Wash-
ington Union, February 2, 1859, p. 2.

	 31	 “one of the most monstrous”: Senator Clement Clay of Alabama quoted in 
Wendell, 2.

	 31	 Buchanan vetoed the bill: James Buchanan, “Veto Message Regarding Land 
Grant Colleges,” February 24, 1859, available online from the Miller Center at 
the University of Virginia, https://millercenter.org/the-presidency/presidential 
-speeches/february-24-1859-veto-message-regarding-land-grant-colleges.

	 32	 the bill urgent: Williams, Origins of Federal Support, 38–39, which suggests 
that the recent loss at Bull Run in Virginia was the battle that put the bill over 
the top.

	 32	 “The notorious John G. Fee”: Dispatch, Maysville Weekly Bulletin, Septem-
ber 1, 1864,p. 2.

CHAPTER 2: A COMPROMISE

	 33	 “few sympathizing families”: John G. Fee, Autobiography of John G. Fee 
(Chicago: National Christian Association, 1891), 173.

	 33	 “the principal camp”: For an examination of Fee’s time at Camp Nelson, and 
the experience of Black troops there, see Richard D. Sears, Camp Nelson, 
Kentucky: A Civil War History (Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 
2002). Also, see Richard Sears, “John G. Fee, Camp Nelson, and Kentucky 
Blacks, 1864–1865,” The Register of the Kentucky Historical Society 85, 
no. 1 (Winter 1987), 29–45.

	 34	 “I have talked”: John Fee to Simeon Jocelyn, June 6, 1864, quoted in Sears, 
Camp Nelson, 65.

	 34	 another letter, and another: Sears, 66, 88.
	 35	 “I have written you”: John Fee to Simeon Jocelyn, July 12, 1864, quoted in 

Sears, 97.
	 35	 “but we want teaching”: Captain Theron E. Hall, the quartermaster, quoted 

in Amy Murrell Taylor, Embattled Freedom: Journeys through the Civil 
War’s Slave Refugee Camps (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina 
Press, 2018), 193.

	 35	 Nat Turner’s rebellion: For more on Nat Turner, see Patrick H. Breen, The 
Land Shall Be Deluged in Blood: A New History of the Nat Turner Revolt 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2015).

	 36	 so did their wives and children: Sears, “John G. Fee, Camp Nelson, and Ken-
tucky Blacks,” 34.

	 36	 Fee began teaching: John G. Fee, Autobiography of John G. Fee (Chicago: 
National Christian Association, 1891), 179.

	 36	 “Perhaps Berea is the place”: John Fee to Simeon Jocelyn, August 1, 1864, 
quoted in Richard D. Sears, A Utopian Experiment in Kentucky: Integra-
tion and Social Equality at Berea, 1866–1904 (Westport: Greenwood Press, 
1996), 7.

	 36	 “with such a people”: John Fee to Simeon Jocelyn, August 8, 1864, quoted in 
Sears, Camp Nelson, 109.
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	 37	 The school grew: Richard Day et al. “Berea College—Coeducationally and 
Racially Integrated: An Unlikely Contingency in the 1850s,” Journal of 
Negro Education 82, no. 1 (Winter 2013): 35–46, https://doi.org/10.7709 
/jnegroeducation.82.1.0035.

	 37	 “Men are known”: “Hon. Alvin Duvall of Scott County for Clerk of Court 
of Appeals,” Louisville Daily Courier, August 1, 1866, p. 1.

	 37	 “Our farmer’s college”: John Mahin, “Agricultural College Land Grant,” 
Muscatine Weekly Journal, July 11, 1862, p. 1.

	 38	 Slavery had been outlawed: Lost in History: Alexander Clark (Johnston: 
Iowa Public Television, Communication Research Institute of William Penn 
University, 2012), 27 min., http://www.iowapbs.org/video/story/4902/lost 
-history-alexander-clark.

	 38	 in Massachusetts, five towns: Roger L. Williams, The Origins of Federal Sup-
port for Higher Education: George W. Atherton and the Land-Grant Col-
lege Movement (University Park: Penn State University Press, 1991), 44.

	 39	 moved up the list: In letters to the editors of various Illinois newspapers, cited 
in Mary Turner Carriel, The Life of Jonathan Baldwin Turner (Urbana: 
University of Illinois Press, 1961 [1911]), 234–37, Turner describes how ag-
gressive the Champaign contingent was in pushing for the campus to be in 
town.

	 39	 When the dust had: For an in-depth examination of how Indigenous land 
was stolen to serve as the foundation for these institutions, see Robert Lee 
et al., “Morrill Act of 1862 Indigenous Land Parcels Database,” High Coun-
try News, March 2020, https://www.landgrabu.org/.

	 40	 In March 1865: Christi M. Smith, Reparation and Reconciliation: The Rise 
and Fall of Integrated Higher Education (Chapel Hill: University of North 
Carolina Press, 2016).

	 40	 “the first institution anywhere”: Bobby L. Lovett, America’s Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities: A Narrative History from the Nineteenth 
Century into the Twenty-First Century (Macon, GA: Mercer University 
Press, 2011), 12.

	 40	 “for buildings for schools”: “An Act making appropriations for the Support 
of the Army for the Year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and sixty-
eight, and for other purposes,” 39th Cong. (1867), available from the Li-
brary of Congress at www.loc.gov/law/help/statutes-at-large/39th-congress 
/session-2/c39s2ch170.pdf.

	 41	 it was being underfunded: Lovett, America’s Historically Black Colleges, 23.
	 41	 $7,545,405 was generated: Williams, Origins of Federal Support, 46.
	 41	 Rhode Island sold: Williams, 46.
	 42	 many families worried: J. L. Power and Harris Barksdale, “The Attempt of 

the Radical Authorities to Mongrelize the State University,” Semi-Weekly 
Clarion (Jackson, MS), September 16, 1870, p. 2.

	 42	 “should the applicant”: “Correspondence Between Hon. R. S. Hudson and 
the Faculty of the University,” Weekly Mississippi Pilot, October 15, 1870, 
p. 2.
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	 42	 “As an evidence”: For Lynch’s complete recollections on Reconstruction in 
Mississippi, see John Roy Lynch, The Facts of Reconstruction (New York: 
Neale Publishing Company, 1913). Also see John Roy Lynch, Reminiscences 
of an Active Life: The Autobiography of John Roy Lynch (Chicago: Univer-
sity of Chicago Press, 1970).

	 43	 “As a sense”: “The Agricultural Colleges,” Nashville Union and American, 
February 24, 1872, p. 5. For the full conference proceedings, including Mor-
rill’s full remarks, see Proceedings of the National Agricultural Convention, 
Held at Washington, DC, February 15, 16, and 17, 1872 (Washington, DC: 
US Government Printing Office, 1872).

	 44	 only 1.3 percent: Thomas D. Snyder, 120 Years of American Education: A 
Statistical Portrait (Washington, DC: US Department of Education, Office 
of Educational Research and Improvement, National Center for Education 
Statistics, 1993), 64.

	 44	 “by a committee”: Alfred Charles True, A History of Agricultural Education 
in the United States, 1785–1925 (Washington, DC: US Government Printing 
Office, 1929).

	 44	 He took to the Senate: Justin S. Morrill, National Colleges (Washington, 
DC: Congressional Globe Office, December 5, 1872).

	 45	 “a palpable discrimination”: John Sherman quoted in Alfred Charles True, 
“Brief History of the Morrill Land-Grant College Act of 1890,” Proceedings 
of the Thirty-Seventh Annual Convention of the Association of Land-Grant 
Colleges (Burlington, VT: Free Press Printing Company, 1924), 90.

	 45	 The government had encouraged: Williams, Origins of Federal Support, 65.
	 45	 “full of strangers”: “Proceedings of the National Education Association,” 

Democrat and Chronicle (Rochester, NY), August 7, 1873, p. 1.
	 46	 many days and nights: Williams, Origins of Federal Support, 60.
	 46	 In less than ten years: Williams,  68–69.
	 46	 “The nation as a nation”: George Atherton speech at the National Educa-

tional Association, The Addresses and Journal of Proceedings of the Na-
tional Educational Association, (Peoria: The Association, 1873), 68.

	 47	 “the breach nobly”: Williams, 73–74.
	 47	 op-eds in The Nation: There were several rebuttals to Atherton’s speech. 

In a scathing article, The Nation opined that “the addresses of Dr. McCosh 
and Prof. Atherton at Elmira demonstrate the stupendous ignorance of Con-
gress in matters of education, but show that in the last reckless attempt to 
fling 90,000,000 acres to a few agricultural colleges, ‘so-called and miscalled,’ 
the members really could not have known what they were themselves doing.” 
“American Colleges and Legislators,” The Nation, August 28, 1873, 140–41.

	 47	 “which I drafted”: Williams, Origins of Federal Support, 139.
	 47	 He was even recruited: “A Scholar in Politics,” Monmouth Inquirer, Novem-

ber 2, 1876, p. 5.
	 48	 The money that the Republicans: James D. Anderson, “Philanthropy, the 

State and the Development of Historically Black Public Colleges: The Case 
of Mississippi,” Minerva 35, no. 3 (Autumn 1997): 295–309.
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	 49	 “It would be vain”: Justin S. Morrill, “On the Educational Bill” (Washing-
ton, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, December 15, 1880).

	 49	 Berea was their best option: Jacqueline G. Burnside, “Suspicion versus Faith: 
Negro Criticisms of Berea College in the Nineteenth Century,” Register of 
the Kentucky Historical Society 83, no. 3 (Summer 1985): 237–66.

	 49	 “How soon will”: E. Henry Fairchild, Inauguration of Rev. E. H. Fairchild, 
President of Berea College, Kentucky, Wednesday, July 7, 1869 (Cincinnati: 
Elm Street Printing Company, 1870), available from the Albert M. Greenfield 
Digital Center for the History of Women’s Education, Bryn Mawr College, 
accessed February 1, 2021.

	 50	 The discord at Oberlin: The sketch of the undoing of racial harmony at 
Oberlin that follows relies on newspaper accounts from the Oberlin News as 
well as the work of Cally Lyn Waite. See Waite, “The Segregation of Black 
Students at Oberlin College after Reconstruction,” History of Education 
Quarterly 41, no. 3 (Autumn 2001): 344–64. See also Waite, Permission 
to Remain Among Us: Education for Blacks in Oberlin, Ohio, 1880–1914 
(Westport, CT: Praeger, 2002).

	 51	 50 students out of 1,357: Waite, “Segregation of Black Students,” 356.
	 51	 177 were Black, 157 were white: Paul David Nelson, “Experiment in Interra-

cial Education at Berea College, 1858–1908,” Journal of Negro History 59, 
no. 1 (January 1974): 13–27, https://doi.org/10.2307/2717137.

	 52	 “please advise me”: Williams, Origins of Federal Support, 141.
	 52	 “The Morrill Bill is dead”: Williams, 142.
	 52	 “on a basis”: Williams, 144.
	 52	 The bill requested: “Substitute for the Educational Bill,” Evening Star (Wash-

ington, DC), May 1, 1890, p. 6.
	 52	 “no American will long dwell”: Justin S. Morrill, “Colleges for the Benefit 

of Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts” (Washington, DC: U.S. Government 
Printing Office, June 14, 1890).

	 52	 “Let me urge”: Morrill, 8.
	 53	 Instead, the debate revolved around: For an excellent examination of the 

congressional debate around the Second Morrill Act, see Katherine Whea-
tle, “Neither Just nor Equitable: Race in the Congressional Debate of the 
Second Morrill Act of 1890,” American Educational History Journal 46, 
no. 2 (2019): 1–20.

	 54	 “I will simply say”: 21 Cong. Rec., 6372 (June 23, 1890).

CHAPTER 3: THE FALL OF INTEGRATED EDUCATION

	 57	 He made that food: For more on Carver’s life, see Christina Vella, George 
Washington Carver: A Life (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 
2015). See also Gary R. Kremer, George Washington Carver: A Biography 
(Santa Barbara, CA: Greenwood, 2011). Kremer also compiled the most 
complete volume of Carver’s autobiographical material: George Wash-
ington Carver, George Washington Carver: In His Own Words, ed. Gary 
R. Kremer, 2nd ed. (Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2017).
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	 57	 He had been born: As noted in Vella, A Life, 1–10, Carver and his mother 
were kidnapped by white marauders near the end of the Civil War. His 
mother was never seen again, but George—then an orphan—was returned 
to Moses Carver, who moved George and his brother into the “big house.” As 
Vella puts it, “the two boys seemed to occupy a special position, somewhere 
between sons and slaves,” 8.

	 58	 a student such as him: Carver, In His Own Words, 5.
	 58	 more than forty degree-granting colleges: Vella, A Life, 36.
	 58	 the school could not accept: Vella, 38.
	 58	 “I shudder to think”: Vella, 47.
	 59	 he accepted: Vella, 53–58
	 60	 Instead, he took his meals: Vella, 63.
	 61	 “peculiar opportunity”: William Goodell Frost to the Brethren of Berea, July 

16, 1892, Special Collections and Archives, Hutchins Library, Berea College.
	 61	 the school enrolled 350 students: Catalogue of the Officers and Students of 

Berea College, Berea, Madison County, KY, 1891–1892, Special Collections 
and Archives, Hutchins Library, Berea College.

	 61	 white ancestors: Jacqueline G. Burnside, “Suspicion versus Faith: Negro 
Criticisms of Berea College in the Nineteenth Century,” Register of the Ken-
tucky Historical Society 83, no. 3 (Summer 1985): 245.
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ucation at Berea College, 1858–1908,” Journal of Negro History 59, no. 1 
(January 1974): 22, https://doi.org/10.2307/2717137.

	 62	 The school began to segregate: Nelson, 22.
	 62	 “We have tried”: Burnside, “Suspicion versus Faith,” 259.
	 63	 an unassuming headline: “A Conviction under the Separate Car Act,” The 

Times-Picayune, February 14, 1891, p. 8.
	 64	 In the five years: Blair Murphy Kelley, Right to Ride: Streetcar Boycotts and 

African American Citizenship in the Era of Plessy v. Ferguson (Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 2010), 35.

	 64	 “there is a dark cloud”: Arkansas Democrat, August 1, 1891, p. 2.
	 64	 The law had not established: Steve Luxenberg, Separate: The Story of Plessy 

v. Ferguson and America’s Journey from Slavery to Segregation (New York: 
W. W. Norton, 2019), 411.

	 65	 A private detective: Luxenberg, 432.
	 65	 Tourgée presented twenty-three: Albion W. Tourgée, “Brief for Plaintiff in 
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Court of the United States: Constitutional Law, vol. 13 (Washington, DC: 
University Publications of America, 1975), 27–63.

	 66	 “enforced separation of the two races”: Plessy v. Ferguson, 163 U.S. 537, 16 S. 
Ct. 1138 (1896).

	 66	 “The object of the amendment”: Plessy v. Ferguson.
	 67	 “The judgment this day”: Plessy v. Ferguson.
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School,” Nashville American May 2, 1867, p. 1.
	 68	 “The thousands of colored orphans”: Samuel Lowery et al., “To the Friends 

of Education and Human Improvement,” Nashville Union and American, 
November 2, 1867, p. 3.

	 68	 without the same resources: Bobby L. Lovett, America’s Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities: A Narrative History from the Nineteenth Cen-
tury into the Twenty-First Century (Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 
2011), 44.

	 69	 Manual Labor University ceased operations: In July 1880, the Reverend Peter 
Lowery, the president of Tennessee Manual Labor University, went to New 
York in hopes of soliciting donations to pay off the university’s debts. A year 
prior, in 1879, the institution suspended instruction after it was unable to 
make a payment on its property. Lowery told would-be donors that $5,000 
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