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N O T E S  ON  IN T E RV IE W S 
A ND  C I TAT IONS

Research for this book took place across Iraq, in London, and in 
Washington, D.C., between December 2018 and February 2020 
and involved interviews with thirty- two current and former Iraqi 
and U.S. intelligence, military, and government officials and, sepa-
rately, seven European and Mideast officials with direct knowl-
edge of counterterrorism operations in Iraq. Some of the Iraqis 
interviewed include former prime ministers Haider al- Abadi, 
Nouri al- Maliki, and Ayad Allawi. Iraq’s longtime national se-
curity adviser, Mowaffak al- Rubaie, the former State Minister 
for National Security Shirwan al- Waeli, and director of National 
Intelligence Mustafa al- Kadhimi were generous with their time 
and insight. Some of those interviewed agreed to be named in this 
book, while others, especially officials who remain in active ser-
vice and involved in Iraqi intelligence operations, remain anony-
mous for security and operational reasons.

I owe a debt of gratitude to Abu Ali al- Basri and his colleagues 
in the Falcons Intelligence Unit who participated in more than 
ninety hours of interviews about their lives and work defending 
Iraq and its allies from terrorism.
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I thank the al- Sudani family and the al- Kubaisi family for their 
trust and cooperation. Both extended to me the greatest hospital-
ity and generosity during months of interviews in their homes. 
The al- Kubaisis provided me access to their daughter’s legal docu-
ments as well as help communicating with Abrar in prison.

In addition to these primary sources, I also drew upon secret 
and classified reports of Iraqi intelligence and counterterrorism 
operations, interrogation records of Al Qaeda and Islamic State 
detainees, and minutes of interagency meetings between Iraqi, 
U.S., and other security officials. The official history of the Iraq 
War published by the U.S. Army War College in 2019, which drew 
on thirty thousand pages of declassified documents, was also in-
valuable.

The English translation of Qabbani’s poem on p.  16 comes 
from Nizar Qabbani, Bassam Frangieh, and Clementina R. 
Brown, Arabian Love Poems: Full Arabic and English Texts (Lon-
don: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 1993).

The George H. W. Bush quote on p. 58 encouraging Iraqis to 
rise up against Saddam Hussein comes from remarks made by the 
president on February 16, 1991, to the American Academy for the 
Advancement of Science in Washington and to an audience at a 
Raytheon plant in Andover, Massachusetts.

The clandestine meeting during which Samarra was selected 
as the site of Al Qaeda’s next terror attack is documented in Colo-
nel Joel D. Rayburn and Colonel Frank K. Sobchak, The U.S. 
Army in the Iraq War, Vol. 1, pp. 531–532 (Carlisle, PA: U.S. 
Army College Press, 2019).

The quote from Abu Bakr al- Baghdadi’s announcement of the 
Islamic State on p. 144 comes from Cameron Glenn, “The ISIS 
Primer,” The Wilson Center, November 19, 2015, https://www 
.wilsoncenter.org/article/the- isis- primer.

General Ray Odierno’s assessment of the Iraq war on p. 170 
comes from his briefing on the state of the army in the Pentagon 
Press Briefing Room, August 12, 2015, Washington, D.C.
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Deaths of Al- Qà ida’s Leaders in Iraq.” CTC Sentinel. Vol. 3, Is-
sue 5. https://ctc.usma.edu/internet- jihadists- react- to- the- deaths 
- of- al- qaidas- leaders- in- iraq/.

Benraad, Myriam. June 2010. “Assessing AQI’s Resilience After 
April’s Leadership Decapitations.” CTC Sentinel. Vol. 3, Issue 6. 
https://www.ctc.usma.edu/posts/assessing- aqis- resilience- after 
- aprils- leadership- decapitations/.

5



Bensahel, Nora, Olga Oliker, et al. 2008. “After Saddam: Prewar 
Planning and the Occupation of Iraq.” (RAND Monograph 
MG-642-A.) Santa Monica, CA: RAND Corporation.

Bunzel, Cole. 2015. “From Paper State to Caliphate: The Ideol-
ogy of the Islamic State.” The Brookings Institution. Accessed 
June 15, 2017. https://www.brookings.edu/wpcontent/uploads 
/2016/06/The- ideology- of- the- Islamic- State.pdf.

Byman, Daniel. 2015. “Al- Qaeda, the Islamic State, and the 
Global Jihadist Movement: What Everyone Needs to Know.” 
New York: Oxford University Press.

— — — . “The Resurgence of Al- Qaeda in Iraq.” December  12, 
2013. Testimony to a joint hearing of the Terrorism, Nonpro-
liferation, and Trade Subcommittee and the Middle East and 
North Africa Subcommittee of the House Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. https://www.brookings.edu/testimonies/the- resurgence 
- of- Al- Qaeda- in- iraq/.

Central Intelligence Agency. 2004. “Iraq’s Intelligence Services. 
Regime Strategic Intent— Annex B.” Special Adviser to the Di-
rector of Central Intelligence on Iraq’s Weapons of Mass De-
struction. https://www.cia.gov/library/reports/general- reports-1 
/iraq_wmd_2004/chap1_annxB.html.

Cohen, Zachery, and Barbara Starr. October 31, 2018. “Penta-
gon releases first images from raid that killed ISIS leader.” CNN. 
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/10/30/politics/pentagon- baghdadi 
- raid- video/index.html.

Cordesman, Anthony, and Sam Khazai. July 3, 2012. “Iraq Af-
ter US Withdrawal: US Policy and the Iraqi Search for Security 
and Stability.” Center for Strategic and International Studies. 
https://csis- prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs- public/legacy_files 
/files/publication/120702_Iraq_After_US_Withdrawal.pdf.

Cordesman, Anthony, and Adam Mausner. August 2009. “With-
drawal from Iraq: Assessing the Readiness of the Iraqi Security 
Forces.” Center for Strategic and International Studies. https://
csis- website- prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs- public/legacy_files 
/files/publication/090812_Cordesman_WithdrawalIraq_Web.pdf.

6



Crocker, Ryan C. May 15, 2007. “Maliki Reshapes the National 
Security System.” Department of State. https://wikileaks.org 
/plusd/cables/07BAGHDAD1593_a.html.

— — — . November 20, 2008. “Iraqi NSC Discusses NTM- I and 
Other Issues at November 16 Meeting.” Department of State. 
https://wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/08BAGHDAD3671_a.html.

Department of Defense. June 2010. “Measuring Stability and Secu-
rity in Iraq.” Report to Congress. https://dod.defense.gov/Portals 
/1/Documents/pubs/June_9204_Sec_Def_signed_20_Aug 
_2010.pdf

Department of State. May 6, 2009. “Human Rights Vetting for 
US Sponsored Training for IP Integration NIIA— Group 3.” 
https://wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/09BAGHDAD1194_a.html.

— — — . June 25, 2009. “Human Rights Vetting for U.S Sponsored 
Training for National Intelligence and Investigation Agency 
(NIIA)— Group 3.” https://wikileaks.org/plusd/cables 
/09STATE66045_a.html.

Dobbins, James, et al. 2009. Occupying Iraq: A History of the 
Coalition Provisional Authority. [e- Book]. (RAND Mono-
graph MG-847-CC.) Santa Monica, CA: RAND Corporation. 
http://www.rand.org/pubs/monographs/MG847.html.

Dulles, Allen W. 2016. The Craft of Intelligence. Guilford, CT: 
Rowman & Littlefield.

Elder, Gregory. “Intelligence in War: It Can Be Decisive.” Center for the 
Study of Intelligence, Vol. 50, No. 2. Central Intelligence Agency. 
https://www.cia.gov/library/center- for- the- study- of- intelligence 
/csi- publications/csi- studies/studies/vol50no2/html_files 
/Intelligence_War_2.htm.

Fishman, Brian. August 2011. “Redefining the Islamic State: The 
Fall and Rise of Al- Qaeda in Iraq.” National Security Studies 
Program Policy Paper. New America Foundation. https://static 
.newamerica.org/attachments/4343-redefining- the- islamic 
- state/Fishman_Al_Qaeda_In_Iraq.023ac20877a64488b2b79
1cd7e313955.pdf.

Frangieh, Bassam, and Clementina R. Brown, trans. 1999. Arabian 

7



Love Poems, by Nizar Qabbani. Full Arabic and English Texts. 
London: Lynne Rienner Publishers.

Gerges, Fawaz A. 2016. ISIS: A History. Princeton NJ: Princeton 
University Press.

Gold, Zach. October 2017. “Al- Qaeda in Iraq (AQI): An Al Qaeda 
Affiliate Case Study, Center for Stability and Development.” Cen-
ter for Strategic Studies. https://www.cna.org/CNA_files/PDF 
/DIM-2017-U-016118–2Rev.pdf.

Grey, Stephen. 2015. The New Spymasters: Inside Espionage 
from the Cold War to Global Terror. London: Penguin Books.

Hashim, Ahmed S. 2018. The Caliphate at War: The Ideologi-
cal, Organisational and Military Innovations of Islamic State. 
London: Hurst.

Hassan, Hassan. (in press). Tribes of ISIS: Infiltrating Terror Net-
works in the Middle East. London: I. B. Tauris.

Izady, Michael. “Baghdad: Before and After the Sectarian Vio-
lence 2006–2007.” The Gulf/2000 Project, School of Inter-
national and Public Affairs, Columbia University, New York. 
https://brilliantmaps.com/baghdad- violence/.

Johnson, David, et al. 2013. “The 2008 Battle of Sadr City: 
Reimagining Urban Combat.” (RAND Research Report RR-
160-A.) Santa Monica, CA: RAND Corporation. https://www
.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/research_reports/RR100
/RR160/RAND_RR160.pdf.

Khalil, Peter. July 2006. “Rebuilding and Reforming the Iraqi Se-
curity Sector.” Saban Center for Middle East Policy, Brookings 
Institution. Analysis Paper Number 9. https://www.brookings 
.edu/wp- content/uploads/2016/06/khalil20060713.pdf.

Khalilzad, Zalmay. February 10, 2006. “Shia Islamist PM Con-
tenders: No Perfect Candidate.” Department of State. https://
wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/06BAGHDAD402_a.html.

— — — . March 8, 2006. “Ambassador and PM: Neighbors Con-
ference, Saudi Agenda, Kurdistan Trip.” Department of State. 
https://wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/07BAGHDAD831_a.html.

— — — . September 27, 2006. “Iraqi Vice President Al- Hashemi 

8



Reviews Federalism, Security, Other Issues with Ambassa-
dor.” Department of State. https://wikileaks.org/plusd/cables 
/06BAGHDAD3609_a.html.

— — — . October  10, 2006. “October  8 MCNS: Reform on the 
MIND.” Department of State. https://wikileaks.org/plusd/cables 
/06BAGHDAD3757_a.html.

— — — . November 21, 2006. “Maliki Creates Crisis Cell; Invites 
Ambassador to Participate as Needed.” Department of State. 
https://wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/06BAGHDAD4317_a.html.

— — — . November 28, 2006. “PM Discusses Intel Chief’s Return 
to Iraq, Security Transfer with Ambassador.” Department of State. 
https://wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/06BAGHDAD4387_a.html.

Knights, Michael. December 12, 2013. “The Resurgence of Al- 
Qaeda in Iraq.” Report of the Joint Hearing of the Terrorism, 
Nonproliferation, and Trade Subcommittee and the Middle 
East and North Africa Subcommittee of the House Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. http://docs.house.gov/meetings/FA/FA18 
/20131212/101591/HHRG-113-FA18-Transcript-20131212.pdf.

Lamb, Christopher J., and Evan Munsing. March 2011. “Secret 
Weapon: High- value Target Teams as an Organizational Inno-
vation.” Center for Strategic Research, Institute for National 
Strategic Studies. Washington, DC: National Defense Univer-
sity Press.

Lamonthe, Dan, and Ellen Nakishima. October 27, 2019. “With 
Baghdadi in their sights, U.S. troops launched a ‘dangerous 
and daring nighttime raid.’ ” Washington Post. https://www 
.washingtonpost.com/world/national- security/with- baghdadi 
- in- their- sights- us- troops- launch- a- dangerous- and- daring 
- nighttime- raid/2019/10/27/6c88a484-f8d0–11e9–9534-e0dbc
c9f5683_story.html.

Lister, Charles. November 2014. “Profiling the Islamic State.” 
Brookings Doha Center Analysis Paper, no. 13. Brookings In-
stitution. https://www.brookings.edu/wpcontent/uploads/2014 
/12/ en_web_lister.pdf.

McCants, William. September 1, 2015. “The Believer.” The Brook-

9



ings Institution. http://csweb.brookings.edu/content/research 
/essays/2015/thebeliever.html.

McGurk, Brett. February 5, 2014. “Al- Qaeda’s Resurgence in Iraq: 
A Threat to U.S. Interests.” Report of the House Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, 113th Congress, Second Session. http://docs 
.house.gov/meetings/FA/FA00/20140205/101716/HHRG113 
-FA00-Wstate- McGurkB-20140205.pdf.

Milton, Daniel. July 2018. “Down, but Not Out: An Updated Ex-
amination of Islamic State’s Visual Propaganda.” Combating 
Terrorism Center at West Point, United States Military Academy. 
https://ctc.usma.edu/app/uploads/2018/07/Down- But- Not 
- Out.pdf.

Morell, Michael, and Bill Harlow. 2015. The Great War of Our 
Time: The CIA’s Fight Against Terrorism: From al Qa’ida to 
ISIS. New York: Twelve.

Mosul Eye. June 2014. https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mosul 
- Eye/552514844870022?fref=nf.

Muir, Jim. April 26, 2009. “Top militant ‘arrested in Iraq.’ ” BBC. 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8019191.stm.

Nance, Malcolm. 2016. Defeating ISIS: Who They Are, How They 
Fight, What They Believe. New York: Skyhorse Publishing.

Orton, Kyle. May 10, 2018. “Rebel- Turned- Jihadist Saddam 
al- Jamal Reported Captured.” https://kyleorton1991.wordpress 
.com/2018/05/10/rebel- turned- jihadist- saddam- al- jamal 
- reported- captured/.

Rasheed, Ahmed. October  27, 2019. “Baghdadi’s aide was key 
to his capture— Iraqi intelligence sources.” Reuters. https://
www.reuters.com/article/us- mideast- crisis- baghdadi- capture 
- exclu/exclusive- baghdadis- aide- was- key- to- his- capture- iraqi
- intelligence- sources- idUSKBN1X60SR.

Rathmell, Andrew, et al. 2005. “Developing Iraq’s Security Sector: 
The Coalition Provisional Authority’s Experience.” RAND Na-
tional Defense Research Institute, Arlington, Virginia. (Mono-
graph MG-365.) https://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs 
/monographs/2005/RAND_MG365.pdf.

10



Rayburn, Col. Joel D., et al. January 17, 2019. “The U.S. Army in 
the Iraq War— Volume 2: Surge and Withdrawal, 2007–2011.” 
Carlisle, PA: Army War College Press. https://publications 
.armywarcollege.edu/publication- detail.cfm?publicationID 
=3668.

Roggio, Bill. September 14, 2008. “Who is Abu Omar Al- Baghdadi.” 
Foundation for Defense of Democracies (FDD), Long War Jour-
nal. https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2008/09/who_is 
_abu_omar_al_b.php.

Satterfield, David. July 5, 2006. “Ambassador Discusses Security, 
Services, and Kirkuk with Prime Minister Maliki.” Department 
of State. https://wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/06BAGHDAD2354 
_a.html.

Scobey, Margaret. June 20, 2006. “Dawa Advisors Talk About 
PM Office, National Reconciliation Plan, Militias and 
COMSG.” Department of State. https://wikileaks.org/plusd 
/cables/06BAGHDAD2099_a.html.

— — — . December  18, 2006. “Another Senior Dawa Figure 
Questions the Moderate Front.” Department of State. https://
wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/06BAGHDAD4612_a.html

Special Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruction. March 2013. 
“Learning from Iraq.” https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg 
/CHRG-113hhrg81868/pdf/CHRG-113hhrg81868.pdf.

Speckhard, Daniel, September 25, 2006. “September 24 Minis-
terial Committee on National Security.” Department of State. 
https://wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/06BAGHDAD3587_a.html.

Swann, Glenn, et al. October 31, 2019. “Visual Guide to the raid 
that killed Isis leader Abu Bakr al- Baghdadi.” The Guardian. 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/oct/28/visual- guide 
- to- the- raid- that- killed- isis- leader- abu- bakr- al- baghdadi.

United Nations Mission for Iraq. “UN Casualty Figures for Iraq 
for the Month of October 2016.” https://www.uniraq.org 
/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=6267:un- casualty 
- figures- for- iraq- for- the- month- of- october-2016&Itemid=633
&lang=en.

11



Warrick, Joby. 2015. Black Flags: The Rise of ISIS. New York: 
Doubleday.

— — — . 2011. The Triple Agent: The Al Qaeda Mole Who Infil-
trated the CIA. New York: Anchor Books.

Weiss, Michael, and Hassan Hassan. 2016. ISIS: Inside the Army 
of Terror, rev. & updated. New York: Regan Arts.

Witty, David. March  16, 2015. “The Iraqi Counter Terrorism 
Service.” Center for Middle East Policy, Brookings Institution. 
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the- iraqi- counterterrorism 
- service/.

12




