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Notes

THIS BOOK is based on primary sources wherever available, in-
cluding court documents and transcripts, prison and parole rec
ords, legislative records, testimony, and letters. I am grateful for 
the assistance of the following institutions: the Sterling Library 
at Yale University, which houses the William F. Buckley, Jr., Pa-
pers; the Rare Book & Manuscript Library at Columbia Univer-
sity, which houses the Sophie Wilkins Papers; the New Jersey 
State Archives in Trenton, New Jersey; the National Archives of-
fices in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and New York City; and the 
Harry Ransom Center, University of Texas at Austin in Austin, 
Texas.

I also relied on local newspaper coverage of Victoria Zielin-
ski’s March 1957 murder; the May 1957 trial of Edgar Smith; 
the trial’s aftermath, including the many stays of execution and 
denied appeals; coverage of his 1976 arrest and conviction; and 
that trial’s aftermath. Key sources included the Bergen Eve-
ning Record (later the Bergen Record), the Paterson Evening News 
and Morning Call, the Ridgewood Herald-News, the New York 
Daily News, the New York Times, the Scranton Times-Tribune, the 
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Philadelphia Bulletin, and the Los Angeles Times. Access to these 
newspapers was primarily through Newspapers.com.

Biographical information about Victoria Zielinski and her 
family and Edgar Smith and his family was gleaned through 
census records (1920–1940), various indices for births, marriages, 
deaths, and obituaries, all obtained through Ancestry.com.

I conducted interviews for the book between 2015 and 2021. 
Rosemarie Ho conducted additional source interviews as part of 
the fact-checking process, and is cited accordingly. Sources in-
cluded Myrna Zielinski, Barbara Nixon, Liza Rassner, Adam 
Wilkins, Daniel Wilkins, Isaac Wilkins, Caroline Hinkley, 
Stephen F. Lichtenstein, Jack Carley, Christopher Buckley, Mi-
chael Pancer, Geoffrey Norman, Paige Hiemier, Ronald Calissi, 
“Patti Hafford,” “Jennifer Hafford,” Ronald Sullivan, Kathy 
Hourigan, Robert Gottlieb, Nancy Nicholas, Toinette Lippe, 
Anne McCormick, David Quammen, Harry Camisa, and Tom  
Trantino.

Grateful acknowledgment for permission to access the Wil-
liam F. Buckley, Jr., Papers, as well as permission to reprint Buck-
ley’s correspondence, is given to Christopher Buckley, on behalf 
of the William F. Buckley, Jr., estate. Grateful acknowledgment 
for permission to reprint Sophie Wilkins’s correspondence is 
given to Adam Wilkins, and to “Patti Hafford” to reprint Edgar 
Smith’s correspondence.

On occasion, typographical errors have been corrected for 
clarity and are the only instances of altering quoted material.

ABBREVIATIONS USED

AAKR: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc. Records, Harry Ransom Humanities Research 

Center, University of Texas at Austin
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EHS: Edgar Herbert Smith, Jr.

NJSA: New Jersey State Archives

SCW: Sophie C. Wilkins

SFL: Stephen F. Lichtenstein

SMU: Steven M. Umin

SWP: Sophie Wilkins Papers, Series I, Correspondence Files, 1934–2003, 

Columbia University

WFB: William F. Buckley, Jr.

WFBP: William F. Buckley, Jr., Papers, Yale University

Please be advised that the page numbers listed below are associated 

with the hardcover edition of the book.

INTRODUCTION

	 1	 Edgar Smith died: David Stout, “Edgar Smith, Killer Who Duped 
William F. Buckley, Dies at 83,” New York Times, September 25, 2017, 
B7; State of California, Board of Parole Hearings, High Desert State 
Prison, Susanville, California, April 23, 2009.

	 2	 Buckley at first took up: Donald G. M. Coxe, email to the author, Jan-
uary 5, 2020.

	 2	 “Edgar Smith has done”: William F. Buckley, Jr., “Edgar Smith, Act 
III,” On the Right, April 20, 1977.

	 8	 “would have made”: Adam Wilkins, email to the author, December 23, 
2018.



1. “WHERE IS VICKIE?”

	 11	 She was the Zielinskis’ second child: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, 
March 5, 1957, 1; and Paterson Evening News, March 6, 1957, 36, among 
other sources; Victoria’s birth record obtained through the Social Se-
curity Death Index and Find a Grave, https://www.findagrave.com 
/memorial/7757106/victoria-zielinski.

	 11	 The Zielinskis met: 1930 and 1940 census records list the Zielinskis as 
living in Honesdale; further information about their changes of address 
can be found in Scranton [PA] Times-Tribune, March 5, 1957, 1, and 
Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, March 5, 1957, 1.

	 11	 Anthony’s and Mary’s ancestors: Mary Zielinski obituary, Scranton 
Times-Tribune, January 5, 2002, 26; Anthony Zielinski obituary, Bergen 
[NJ] Evening Record, January 20, 1983, 46; 1920 census records for An-
thony’s father, Joseph Zielinski, and Mary’s mother, Mary Mozeliak.

	 11	 Vickie complained about her father: Author’s interview with Barbara 
Nixon, April 2, 2019.

	 12	 “Just a kid”: Ibid.
	 12	 Which, at age fifteen: Ridgewood [NJ] Herald-News, March 7, 1957, 2.
	 12	 Vickie was an honor roll student: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, March 

5, 1957, 1; Paterson News, March 6, 1957, 1; Morning Call (Paterson, 
NJ), March 6, 1957, 4.

	 12	 The summer before her sophomore year: Scranton [PA] Times-Tribune, 
March 6, 1957, 1.

	 12	 In tenth grade, Vickie’s marks: Paterson [NJ] Evening News, March 5, 
1957, 1.

	 12	 And Vickie did enjoy herself: Author’s interview with Barbara Nixon, 
April 2, 2019; Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, March 5, 1957, 1; Paterson 
[NJ] Evening News, March 5, 1957, 1.

	 12	 One unnamed girlfriend complicated: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, 
March 6, 1957, 2.

	 13	 One of the last photos: Details gleaned from Ronald E. Calissi, Coun-
terpoint: The Edgar Smith Case (Hackensack, NJ: Manor, 1972), 73 
(203a); photo reprinted by the Associated Press, March 6, 1957.

	 14	 At 7:30 that evening: The sequence of events leading to Victoria Zie-
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linski’s murder is drawn from the trial transcript, reprinted in full in 
Calissi, Counterpoint, and corroborated by newspaper coverage at the 
time.

	 14	 Since the streets were poorly lit: Testimony of Myrna Zielinski, State 
of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 65–87 
(195a–216a); and testimony of Barbara Nixon, reprinted in Calissi, 
Counterpoint, 87–95 (217a–224a).

	 14	 Vickie wore blue jeans: Ibid.
	 15	 At about 8:30: Testimony of Barbara Nixon, State of New Jersey v. Edgar 

Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 92 (222a).
	 15	 At midnight, when Vickie was: Testimony of Mary Zielinski, State of 

New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 98 (228a).
	 16	 “Daddy, Vickie is missing”: Testimony of Anthony Zielinski, State 

of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 107 
(237a).

	 16	 Anthony took Mary Faye’s car: Testimony of Anthony Zielinski, State 
of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 106 
(236a).

	 16	 Later, Barbara would tell: Herald-News (Passaic, NJ), March 6, 
1957, 2.

	 16	 The next morning: Testimony of Anthony Zielinski, State of New Jersey 
v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 111–14 (241a-246a); 
testimony of Mary Zielinski, State of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, re-
printed in Calissi, Counterpoint, 100–4 (230a–234a).

	 17	 The police captain told Mary: Testimony of Captain Edmund Wick-
ham, State of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counter-
point, 119–21 (249a–251a).

	 17	 They found Vickie’s body: Testimony of Anthony Zielinski, State of New 
Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 105–18 (235a–
248a); testimony of Captain Edmund Wickham, State of New Jersey v. 
Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 119–21 (249a-251a); 
Daily News (New York), March 6, 1957, 4.

	 17	 It was the damage to her head: Testimony of Raphael Gilady, State of 
New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 379–85 
(509a–515a).

7



8

	 18	 Her father could hardly comprehend: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, 
March 6, 1957, 1.

	 18	 Her dad had taught her judo: Herald-News (Passaic, NJ), March 6, 
1957, 2; Paterson [NJ] Evening News, March 6, 1957, 36; Daily News 
(New York), March 6, 1957, 3.

	 18	 “I’ll find the guy”: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, March 6, 1957, 1.
	 18	 Less than twenty-four hours later: Ibid.

2. THE MERCURY

	 19	 Joe Gilroy picked up the phone: Testimony of Joseph Gilroy, State of 
New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Ronald E. Calissi, Counterpoint: 
The Edgar Smith Case (Hackensack, NJ: Manor, 1972), 229–56 (359a–
386a).

	 19	 worked the third shift at Continental Can: Herald-News (Passaic, 
NJ), May 18, 1957, 2.

	 19	 Eddie had quit or been fired: Morning Call (Paterson, NJ), March 8, 
1957, 1; testimony of Edgar Smith, State of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, 
reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 565–66 (687a–688a).

	 19	 Eddie was supposed to be: His Mensa membership card, 1965, lists an 
IQ of 153, in the ninety-eighth percentile.

	 19	 He’d grown up all around: 1940 census records for Joe Gilroy and 
Edgar Smith on Ancestry.com.

	 20	 his mother, Ann, had remarried: Alexander Chupak obituary, Orlando 
Sentinel, August 3, 1994, 63; Social Security Death Index listing for 
Ann E. Chupak (1908–1993); Richard Smith (1927–1993), death an-
nouncement in the New Jersey Death Index, 1904–2000.

	 20	 Eddie had lived with: Testimony of Edgar Smith, State of New Jersey 
v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 512 (634a); Clinical 
record of Edgar H. Smith, Jr., CPL USMC, November 2, 1953, Tri-
pler Army Hospital, APO 438; New Jersey Marriage Records, 1901–
2017.

	 20	 Joe sometimes wondered: Testimony of Joseph Gilroy, State of New 
Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 229–31 (359a–
361a); clinical record of Edgar H. Smith, Jr., CPL USMC, Novem-
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ber 2, 1953, Tripler Army Hospital, APO 438; Bergen Evening Record, 
March 6, 1957, 1.

	 21	 Eddie arrived in the blue Mercury: Testimony of Joseph Gilroy, State 
of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 233 
(363a); testimony of Patricia Smith, State of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, 
reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 707 (829a).

	 22	 After he dropped off Eddie: Testimony of Joseph Gilroy, State of New 
Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Counterpoint, 248–50 (378a–380a).

	 22	 Joe Gilroy’s phone rang again: Testimony of Joseph Gilroy, State of 
New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 243–64; 
testimony of Edgar Smith, State of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted 
in Calissi, Counterpoint, 543 (665a).

	 23	 When they pulled up to the house: Testimony of Joseph Gilroy, State of 
New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 243 (373a); 
testimony of Donald Hommell, State of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, re-
printed in Calissi, Counterpoint, 310–11 (440a–441a).

	 24	 After that, the conversation veered: Testimony of Joseph Gilroy, State 
of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 245–47 
(375a–377a); testimony of Edgar Smith, State of New Jersey v. Edgar 
Smith, reprinted in Counterpoint, 547 (669a).

	 24	 As he drove home: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, March 7, 1957, 1; Pat-
erson [NJ] Evening News, March 6, 1957, 1.

3. “IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR A FALL GUY . . .”

	 27	 Killings did happen: See the front pages of Bergen [NJ] Evening 
Record, Morning Call (Paterson, NJ), and Paterson [NJ] Evening News, 
March 6, 1957; the Herald-News (Passaic, NJ), November 13, 1956, 1; 
and the front pages of the same papers on May 25, 1957.

	 27	 The police spent all of Tuesday afternoon: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, 
March 6, 1957, 1.

	 27	 The tire tracks leading: Testimony of Joseph Gilroy, State of New Jersey 
v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Ronald E. Calissi, Counterpoint: The Edgar 
Smith Case (Hackensack, NJ: Manor, 1972), 231 (361a); Bergen [NJ] 
Evening Record, March 6, 1957, 1.
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	 28	 Smith was questioned: State of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in 
Calissi, Counterpoint; testimony of Carl De Marco and Vahe Garabe-
dian, State of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counter-
point, 346–347 (476a–477a), 366 (496a).

	 28	 The interrogation continued: Paterson [NJ] Evening News, March 7, 
1957, 19.

	 29	 A little later on: Testimony of Carl De Marco, State of New Jersey v. 
Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 352 (482a); testimony 
of Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 411 (541a); Edgar 
Smith, Brief Against Death (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1968), 82.

	 29	 Officers Ulric Fairbanks: Testimony of Ulric Fairbanks, State of New 
Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 371–78 (501a–
508a); testimony of Addison Waldeck, State of New Jersey v. Edgar 
Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 487–92 (609a–614a); Smith, 
Brief Against Death, 92; testimony of Edgar Smith, State of New Jersey 
v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 410 (540a).

	 29	 The police took Eddie: Testimony of Raphael Gilady, State of New 
Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 380 (510a).

	 30	 The prosecutor’s office called in: Herald-News (Passaic, NJ), March 7, 
1957, 1; Bergen Evening Record, March 7, 1957, 9.

	 30	 At ten minutes before one: Testimony of Edgar Smith, State of New 
Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 456 (581a), 425 
(552a–553a).

	 30	 It wasn’t a confession: Testimony of Edgar Smith, State of New Jersey 
v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 433 (560a–561a), 457 
(581a–582a).

	 31	 When the group took him out to the crime scene: Interrogation of 
Edgar Smith, State of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, 
Counterpoint, 456–57 (581a–582a).

	 31	 Eddie pointed to the spot: Testimony of Gordon Graber, State of New 
Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 299 (429a).

	 31	 A little over an hour later: Testimony of Charles deLisle, State of New 
Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 391 (521a); 
Courier News (Plainfield, NJ), March 7, 1957, 1.

	 32	 The announcement of the arrest: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, March 
7, 1957, 1; Herald-News (Passaic, NJ), March 7, 1957, 1.
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	 32	 Townspeople were quick to note: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, March 
7, 1957, 9; Herald-News (Passaic, NJ), March 8, 1957, 2; Paterson [NJ] 
Evening News, March 8, 1957, 10.

	 33	 Adding further intrigue: Herald-News (Passaic, NJ), March 8, 1957, 
2; clinical record of Edgar H. Smith, Jr., CPL USMC, November 2, 
1953, Tripler Army Hospital, APO 438.

	 33	 One former employer: Morning Call (Paterson, NJ), March 8, 1957, 
1; Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, March 7, 1957, 9; Herald-News (Pas-
saic, NJ), March 8, 1957, 2; Paterson [NJ] Evening News, March 8, 
1957, 10.

	 33	 But another account: Herald-News (Passaic, NJ), March 7, 1957, 1.
	 34	 Patricia Smith was thunderstruck: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, March 

8, 1957, 1; Daily News (New York), March 8, 1957, 3.
	 35	 Only the month before: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, March 8, 1957, 2; 

Daily News (New York), March 8, 1957, 3.
	 35	 “After murder, what?”: Reprinted in Scranton [PA] Times-Tribune, 

March 8, 1957, 3.
	 36	 She was buried: Scranton [PA] Times-Tribune, March 8, 1957, 1.
	 37	 The service was conducted: Ibid.
	 37	 Eddie’s mother, Ann Chupak: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, March 8, 

1957, 1, and March 9, 1957, 1.
	 38	 Edgar Smith was indicted: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, March 9, 

1957, 1; Morning Call (Paterson, NJ), March 16, 1957, 13; Bergen [NJ] 
Evening Record, March 15, 1957, 1, 2.

	 38	 Both sides objected to the date: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, March 
15, 1957, 2; Herald-News (Passaic, NJ), March 15, 1957, 1.

	 38	 The time crunch became: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, March 22, 1957, 
1; John E. Selser obituary, Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, September 19, 
1979, D-25.

	 38	 He got a three-week extension: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, April 12, 
1957, 1.

	 39	 Selser retained a private investigator: Andy Nicol, investigative 
report, March 25–May 10, 1957, WFBP, Box 152, Folder 6.

	 39	 Selser told Judge O’Dea: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, May 2, 1957, 2.
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	 39	 As defense strategies go: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, May 14, 1957, 1 
and 7.

	 39	 Guy Calissi was ready: Ibid.

4. OPENINGS

	 41	 Ron Calissi took his seat: This section is drawn from Ronald E. Calissi, 
Counterpoint: The Edgar Smith Case (Hackensack, NJ: Manor, 1972), 
43–45.

	 44	 Slowly and methodically: Opening remarks of Guy W. Calissi, State 
of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 47–52 
(177a–182a).

	 44	 John Selser was next: Opening remarks of John E. Selser, State of New 
Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 52–62 (182a–
192a).

	 46	 Guy Calissi interjected: State of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in 
Calissi, Counterpoint, 62 (192a).

	 47	 Newspaper headlines that evening: Daily News (New York), May 16, 
1957, 1; Asbury Park [NJ] Press, May 16, 1957, 1; Morning Call (Pater-
son, NJ), May 16, 1957, 1; Herald-News (Passaic, NJ), May 16, 1957, 1.

	 47	 Myrna Zielinski was: Testimony of Myrna Zielinski, State of New Jersey 
v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 65–77 (195a–207a).

	 47	 Selser began his cross-examination: Testimony of Myrna Zielinski, 
State of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 
77–86 (207a–216a).

	 47	 Next Calissi called Barbara Nixon: Testimony of Barbara Nixon, State 
of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 87–95 
(217a–225a); author’s interview with Barbara Nixon, April 2, 2019.

	 48	 Vickie’s mother, Mary: Testimony of Mary Zielinski, State of New 
Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 95–105 (225a–
235a).

	 48	 Over the next two days: Testimony of the following law enforcement 
officials in State of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Coun-
terpoint, included Captain Edmund Wickham, 118–63 (248a–293a); 
James W. Stewart, 201–12 (331a–341a); Russell Ridgway, 212–28 
(342a–358a) and 748 (870a); Gordon Graber, 287–307 (417a–437a); 
Arthur Abrams, 337–41 (467a–471a); Carl De Marco, 345–63 (475a–



13

494a); Vahe Garabedian, 364–71 (494a–501a); Ulric Fairbanks, 371–79 
(501a–509a); Charles E. Smith, 387 (517a); Charles DeLisle, 388–91 
(518a–521a); Henry Voss, 386–87 (517a–518a); Walter Spahr, 391–400 
(521a–530a).

	 48	 When Calissi brought out: Testimony of James W. Stewart, Start of 
New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Counterpoint, 209–10 (339a–
340a); Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, May 17, 1957, 2.

	 48	 Two female jurors gasped: Daily News (New York), May 17, 1957, 3.
	 49	 But he had himself under control: Ibid.; Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, 

May 18, 1957, 1.
	 49	 At 3:30 that Friday afternoon: Testimony of Donald Hommell, State 

of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 305 
(435a); Bergen Evening Record, May 18, 1957, 1.

	 49	 Only that morning, he had told: Daily News (New York), May 17, 
1957, 3.

	 49	 As Hommell walked toward the stand: Testimony of Donald Hom-
mell, State of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counter-
point, 305–6 (435a–436a).

5. “I JUST THREW IT OUT THE WINDOW”

	 51	 It rained hard: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, May 20, 1957, 1.
	 51	 One of the lucky ones: Mary Higgins Clark, Kitchen Privileges: A Memoir 

(New York: Simon & Schuster, 2001); Mary Higgins Clark, “Edgar 
Smith—The Human Copperhead,” in I, Witness: Personal Encounters 
with Crime by Members of the Mystery Writers of America, edited by Brian 
Garfield (New York: Times Books, 1978), 245–56; author’s interviews 
with Mary Higgins Clark, January 30 and May 12, 2015.

	 52	 When Donald Hommell took the stand: Testimony of Donald Hom-
mell, State of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Ronald E. Calissi, 
Counterpoint: The Edgar Smith Case (Hackensack, NJ: Manor, 1972), 
308 (438a); Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, May 20, 1957, 2.

	 52	 Guy Calissi’s direct examination: Testimony of Donald Hommell, 
State of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 
309 (439a).

	 52	 The defense lawyer pressed Hommell: Ibid., 313 (443a).



14

	 53	 Selser asked how many times: Ibid., 314–15 (444a–445a).
	 53	 The adversarial relationship: Ibid., 318–19 (448a–449a).
	 53	 Calissi took umbrage: Ibid., 321 (451a).
	 53	 The lawyers sparred more: Ibid., 321–25 (451a–455a).
	 54	 Selser returned to cross-examine: Ibid., 325–35 (445a–465a).
	 54	 Selser then tried to ask: Ibid.; no dental records or other documentation 

could be found to determine whether Edgar Smith had protruding teeth.
	 55	 Calissi had one last question: Ibid., 335–36 (465a–466a).
	 55	 Before the day ended: Testimony of Raphael Gilady, State of New Jersey 

v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 379–86 (509a–516a).
	 56	 It was not clear to Calissi: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, May 20, 1957, 

1; testimony of the following law enforcement officials in State of New 
Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint: Charles E. 
Smith, 387 (517a); Charles DeLisle, 388–91 (518a–521a); Henry Voss, 
386–87 (517a–518a); Walter Spahr, 391–400 (521a–530a).

	 56	 Calissi and Selser’s sparring: State of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, re-
printed in Calissi, Counterpoint, 403–09 (533a–539a).

	 56	 On the stand, under oath: Testimony of Edgar Smith, State of New Jersey 
v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 409–12 (539a–542a).

	 56	 As a rebuttal witness: Testimony of Louis M. Kalstad, State of New 
Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 412–14 (542a–
544a).

	 57	 After more back-and-forth: Ibid., 414–21 (544a–551a); Bergen [NJ] 
Evening Record, May 21, 1957, 6.

	 57	 Calissi wrapped up his prosecution: State of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, 
reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 501–12 (623a–634a).

6. “EDDIE AND DON AREN’T FRIENDS ANYMORE”

	 59	 This was the moment: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, May 23, 1957, 1; 
Associated Press, reprinted in the Long Branch [NJ] Daily Record, 8.

	 59	 Edgar’s wife and mother: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, May 23, 1957, 1.
	 59	 Selser first questioned Smith: Testimony of Edgar H. Smith, State of 

New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Ronald E. Calissi, Counterpoint: 
The Edgar Smith Case (Hackensack, NJ: Manor, 1972), 512–65 (634a–
687a).
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	 60	 Selser then asked: Ibid., 532–34 (654a–656a).
	 60	 Hommell got up abruptly: Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, May 23, 1957, 

1; Paterson [NJ] Evening News, May 23, 1957, 1.
	 61	 Reporters seemed to be: Rockland [NY] Journal-News, May 23, 1957, 

3; Bergen [NJ] Evening Record, May 23, 1957, 1; Paterson [NJ] Evening 
News, May 23, 1957, 1.

	 61	 The next day, it was Guy Calissi’s turn: Testimony of Edgar H. Smith, 
State of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Ronald E. Calissi, Coun-
terpoint: The Edgar Smith Case (Hackensack, NJ: Manor, 1972), 565–
664 (687a–786a).

	 61	 Edgar mostly stayed composed: Ibid., 645 (767a); Bergen [NJ] Evening 
Record, May 24, 1957, 1.

	 62	 Calissi asked if Edgar: Testimony of Edgar H. Smith, State of New 
Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 645–46 (767a–
768a).

	 62	 Selser finally objected: Ibid., 646–47 (768a–769a).
	 62	 Next Selser called Rosella Wood: Testimony of Rosella Wood, State 

of New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 670–80 
(792a–802a); Herald-News (Passaic, NJ), May 24, 1957, 2.

	 63	 Patricia Smith took the stand: Testimony of Patricia Smith, State of 
New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 691–716 
(812a–838a); Herald-News (Passaic, NJ), May 24, 1957, 1.

	 63	 When Selser called Frank Gilg: Testimony of Frank J. Gilg, State of 
New Jersey v. Edgar Smith, reprinted in Calissi, Counterpoint, 724–27 
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	156	 Sophie, meanwhile, repeated: SCW, letter to EHS, November 5, 1967, 
SWP, Box 24, Folder 6.
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	165	 “Your colors remind me”: SCW, letter to EHS, January 2, 1968, SWP, 
Box 24, Folder 8.

	165	 Edgar was pressing her: Ibid.; EHS, letter to SCW, December 28, 
1967, SWP, Box 24, Folder 8.
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Manual 1101–1199, Department of Justice Archives, https://www 
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	182	 Sophie’s presentation: SCW, letter to EHS, May 9, 1968, SWP, Box 

25, Folder 3; Anthony Schulte, letter to SCW, May 10, 1968, WFBP, 
Box 57, Folder 1; Anthony Schulte, letter to WFB, May 11, 1968, 
WFBP, Box 276, Folder 9.
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	183	 After the meeting: SCW, letter to EHS, May 10, 1968, SWP, Box 25, 
Folder 3.
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Box 25, Folder 4; SMU, letter to EHS, July 29, 1968, WFBP, Box 154, 
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SWP, Box 25, Folder 4.

	198	 Edgar, however, would remain: SCW, letter to EHS, September 4, 
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	204	 It turned out that the Supreme Court: SFL, letter to EHS, October 
30, 1968, WFBP, Box 276, Folder 9; EHS, letter to SCW, November 
5, 1968, SWP, Box 25, Folder 6.
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	216	 After prison officials intercepted: EHS, letter to Juliette Scheinman, 
June 8, 1969, included with materials provided by the Bergen County 
Prosecutor’s Office opposing EHS’s bid for parole, 2000.
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