
OFF
WITH HER 

HEAD
THREE THOUSAND YEARS OF  

DEMONIZING 
WOMEN IN POWER

ELEANOR HERMAN



off with her head. Copyright © 2022 by Eleanor Herman. All 
rights reserved. Printed in the United States of America. No part 

of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever 
without written permission except in the case of brief quotations 

embodied in critical articles and reviews. For information, address 
HarperCollins Publishers, 195 Broadway, New York, NY 10007.

HarperCollins books may be purchased for educational, business, 
or sales promotional use. For information, please email the 
Special Markets Department at SPsales@harpercollins.com.

first edition

Designed by Nancy Singer

Library of Congress Cataloging- in- Publication Data has been applied for.

ISBN 978-0-06-309567-0

22 23 24 25 26  lsc  10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1



A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S

To my editor at William Morrow, Lucia Macro, many thanks 

for your support through so many books. We have come a 

long way since you were my first US book editor back in 2003 for 

Sex with Kings. It is always such a pleasure to work with you, and 

I have enjoyed laughing with you about the strange foibles of life, 

liberty, and the pursuit of publishing.

To my agent Stephen Barbara at InkWell Management, I cher-

ish your calm, reliable manner and incisive literary expertise. We 

have some weird and wonderful adventures on this journey. Here’s 

to many more!

I have had a tremendous support group who kept me upbeat 

in the bizarre time of COVID: my ever- patient husband, Michael 

(though I sometimes feel I should call him “Job”) Dyment; my 

stepsons, Phil and Sam Dyment; their SOs, Crisy Dyment and 

Marissa Goldberg; and my fabulous coterie of friends: Susanne 

Spencer, Elise Kress, Leslie Harris, Adrienne Harris, Shirley Gin-

wright, Helen Randolph, King Peggy, Emily Heddleson, Kelly 

1



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Ghaisar, and Tim Kime. Special thanks to Rev. Sylvia Sumter, Se-

nior Minister of Unity of Washington, DC, for the joyful light of 

her wisdom. Thanks to all of you for buoying me up, laughing at 

my jokes, and keeping me from sliding into irreversible pandemic 

brain fog.

My friends’ love, laughter, and support have been particularly 

helpful during the pandemic. A time when, instead of lecturing at 

book events, and going to TV and radio stations for interviews, 

and meeting fans, and signing their books, I do all my publicity on 

Zoom with my butt in the exact same chair where I have been sit-

ting for two years writing. Sometimes I feel like a fly stuck on sticky 

paper. Help! I am stuck in this chair, and I can’t get up! I so miss live 

events where the air sizzles and crackles with excitement and ex-

pectation, where energy becomes synergy, and ideas are exchanged, 

and emotions spark, and every one of us in that room contributes 

to creating something completely new.

I sincerely hope, with this book, things will be different, and I 

will get to meet many of you (and get my butt out of this chair). 

Fingers crossed!

2



B I B L I O G R A P H Y

VIDEOS YOU ABSOLUTELY MUST WATCH

Hillary Clinton told NBC News that “the more a woman is in service to 

someone else”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4r4XG- IytVw

Australian prime minister Julia Gillard’s Misogyny Speech: https://www 

.youtube.com/watch?v=fCNuPcf8L00

European Commission president Ursula von der Leyen denied a seat  

by President Erdoğan of Turkey: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v 

=4OEm_gUi8gY

Ursula von der Leyen’s reaction to Sofagate: https://www.youtube.com 

/watch?v=YPd6dn9mkaw

Representative Alexandria Ocasio- Cortez responds to Representative Ted 

Yoho calling her a bitch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSZcd 

MCHn2o

Representative Alexandria Ocasio- Cortez responds to Representative Paul 

Gosar’s photoshopped anime tweet in which he kills her: https://www 

.youtube.com/watch?v=wcCD3RI2vMg

Maxine Waters stands up for women in Congress: https://www.c- span 

.org/video/?59115-1/whitewater- controversy- house- floor

Kamala Harris grills Attorney General Bill Barr: https://www.youtube 

.com/watch?v=wcvcj_VuywA
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