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Should I Stay or Should I Go?
by Olivia de Recat
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Text to my elementary school bully Chelsea A. 

Just a little note to say I was not, and will 

NEVER be, Chelsea #2.

Mass text to all the ex-boyfriends who did nothing wrong and yet I dumped them

Wassup y’all I got a therapist! 

Mass text to all my shitty fuck boi ex-boyfriends

*pic of my tittays*

Some get better with age. Spread the word.

Text to my high school bully Alice 

you weren’t on it. BUT, twist! You were on MySpace. What a 

gift. Anyway, that picture of you from your wedding where 

you’re covered in Natty Light and playing beer pong in 

your wedding dress was my desktop screensaver for a few 

months in 2009 when I needed some motivation. 

Texts to People I Still Hate*
*if I had the balls
*or their numbers 

by Chelsea Devantez
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Text to my dad

Where r u? 

who r u? 

A/S/L?

Text to the friend who broke my heart 

I wanted to let you know that I got a therapist and have 

been doing a lot of thinking about what happened 

between us, and I’ve looked hard at myself and done a 

you is totally founded. 

Also, I am working on letting that hate go. 

It’s not working. 

You bish!!!!!!!!

I love you I’m sorry, if you’re in a jam will do 

anything for you forever for the rest of time

I mean, I still hate you, but like if something 

bad happens I am THERE for you <3

Text to the woman at a party who made a passive-aggressive comment about the dress I 

was wearing and inferred (correctly) that I come from poor trash 

This is Pete your Postmates driver I’m outside.

...watching you
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32 TEXTS TO PEOPLE I STILL HATE 

Text to a guy who ghosted me  

Grab the oil meet me by the hot tub

Shit. Sorry. Wrong number

You have the same name as my new boyfriend

How weird is that?

Gonna delete your number so it won’t happen again

Hope you’re well <3

I can’t wait to slather your big dick in oil and then do 

it in the back of the Tesla. You have the biggest dick 

I’ve ever seen. 

Shit! I’m so sorry. I’m still texting you. 

Deleting now I swear. 

*pic of my tittays* 

Some get better with age. 

Text to my younger brother’s friend with whom I argued on Facebook about 

gun control for fourteen hours straight after Trump won the election 

I unblocked you to say: 

8===============urstillapoopface========>- - -  

Text to a girl I met twice who wouldn’t follow me back and I still think about it. 

What’s up, it’s Chelsea! OK, I’m ready 

for constructive criticism on my 
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3333Chelsea Devantez

Text to myself

Everyone keeps telling you the only person you’re 

harming by holding on to hate is yourself. True 

power is letting go, forgiving, and being at peace. 

Bish I know that.

OK, well, it doesn’t seem like you know that, 

you know this will be published right?

Yeah, and I hope they read it!!!!!!!! 

Ugh, I kinda hope they read it too. 

You’re the angriest person I know. 

Totally. It sucks. 

But it also helped me survive.

Damn dude. I’m so glad we got a therapist. 

Me too. 

Love you girl. 
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Inside
by Hannah Einbinder • Illustrated by Priscilla Witte
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Labels We Love
by Emma Hunsinger
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Look at Me
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96 LOOK AT ME
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97Catherine Cohen
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99Catherine Cohen
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ENTERTAINMENT

Writing Female Characters 
for Film and TV

by Matt Matthews (Rachel Wenitsky)

WHEN I, MATT MATTHEWS, WAS ASKED TO WRITE A PIECE FOR A WOMAN BOOK, 

only all of them have been starring a woman I was currently or about to start dating. People 

always ask me, “Matt, how do you write so many great female characters?” The truth is, writ-

ing a female character is as simple as. . .writing a female character! In fact, sometimes all you 

have to do is change the character’s name. Here, let me demonstrate:

105
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Bangs + Bre asts = Fast: 
My Childhood Diary, Annotated 

by Anna Greenfi eld 

HEY. HERE ARE SOME PAGES FROM MY REAL DIARY WHEN I WAS REALLY ELEVEN 

years old. I look at them now, for your pleasure and my sanity, as if through the eyes of an 

art historian teaching a class on puberty, the female gaze, fashion, and TGI Fridays. I never 

took art history but I have heard it’s everyone’s most favorite class to mention at parties. After 

invited to parties at all these days. Enjoy.

Authentic fi rst page of my diary from when I was eleven. You’re welcome.

I was so earnest I almost can't bear it. Let's cut it 
off  here and get to the joking about it, shall we?
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Here, we see the artist in her surrealist period, the “how I would like 
to look” perhaps hinting at the distorted images she was seeing in the 
popular magazines of the time, YM or Seventeen.

Notice the  collection of open-
mouthed girls: supple, inviting, 
happy, nonobtrusive. The water 
balloon–like breasts. Three girls 
in the illustrations wear chokers. 
Inspired by the fi lm Clueless? 
Or. . . look a little deeper. The mark 
across the neck—are these girls 
actually choking?! Has ideal 
beauty severed their heads off ? 
Death/Beauty/Rebirth/Chokers

 A sexy girl in a SF 
Giants hat. Sporty and 
angelic and wearing a 
choker.

The artist’s initial 
attempts at political 
satire. Barbra Streisand, 
as viewed through the 
lens of society and 
commodifi cation of women. 
Also wearing a choker.

NotesFromtheBathroomLine-FINAL-HIRES_102020.indd   183 10/20/20   6:43 PM



36

184 BANGS + BRE ASTS = FAST

The artist combines the mundane with the sublime.
Early imprints of the dawning knowledge that women can have it all.

 Bangs + Breasts = Fast
 She fl ies. Notice the motion she includes. The 

breasts actually make her faster, like 
two heavily weighted engines propellimg 
her forward.

NotesFromtheBathroomLine-FINAL-HIRES_102020.indd   184 10/20/20   6:43 PM



37

185Anna Greenf ield 

The shapeless feet.

The artist self-
critiquing and 
gender-biased.

Standard of male 
beauty in 1997.

The diminutive head.

Notice the placement of 
the resolution, crowded at 
the bottom. Apologetic yet 
relentlessly hopeful. Here we 
see the artist combine text 
and illustration to convey. . . 
total depression.

LETTER TO YOUNGER SELF:
My name is still Anna Greenfi eld. I’m 
the eleven-year-old who wrote these diary entries 
but I’m thirty-three now, which you probably consider 
ancient. I have real boobs now and a period and I no 
longer relentlessly draw boobs on everything. I wish 
I could say the sentiment of those entries is totally 
foreign to me now—while I can laugh at them, I 
confess I still wonder how I should be dressing/acting/
looking/being, and it’s easy to feel like everyone else 
gets it right and you somehow always get it wrong. 
In regard to that New Year’s resolution I made in 
1997—“Be more open with guys and don’t let people 
push me around”: guys are fi ne, I’m open with them, 
I’m closed with them, I could give a shit. (Yeah, 
eleven-year-old me, I swear now. I’m badass, deal with 
it. Actually that was the fi rst time I’ve ever used 
“badass” in a sentence.) It’s girls I want to be more 
open with. To tell them I’m wondering if I’m getting 
it right, and I bet the little girl inside you does, too. 
So from me to you–you’re perfect, you’re a mess, 
you’re a person.

Notice the handlessness.

Ideal boobs 
of the 
period.
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Games You Can Play 
by Hallie Bateman 

I AM OBSESSED WITH THE STRANGE GAMES WE MAKE UP AND PLAY IN OUR PRIVATE 

lives with our weird friends and families. But they shouldn’t stay private any longer! I asked 

a few of the contributors to tell me about the games they play so you can play them, too.
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10 AM
HOT YOGA
wear cotton pants
bc yeast infection?

9 AM
therapy at 11, exercise 
before to feel good? Or 
don’t and feel shitty but 
get your money’s worth 
out of the session?

10:30 AM
spin class, start this year 
right before you destroy 
your body tonight

10 AM
please eat banana in 
backpack before it rots

10 AM
bring in the trash

1 PM
pay credit card bill

4 PM
leave by 6 for birthday 
dinner, ONLY DRINK WINE 
UNTIL IT’S TEQUILA TIME

10 AM
order Grubhub now bc 
you will be hungry when 
you wake up in two hours

11:45 AM
GRUBHUB SHOULD BE 
HERE, LEAVE DOOR 
UNLOCKED?

12:30 PM
call Grubhub to check on 
order, call restaurant to 
double check

2 PM
call Grubhub and get 
refund for late order

5 PM
GRUBHUB SHOULD BE 
HERE, DOOR IS OPEN

10 PM
goodnight, you 
35-year-old goddess

2 PM
use up potatoes, 
no hope for avocados

3 PM
NAP (?)
do you need a reminder 
for this? Just sleep if 
you’re sleepy, bitch

9 AM
YOU ARE TRASH
but it’s ok, drink water, 
NO MORE LIQUOR

9 AM
IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY BITCH!

11 AM
noon spin, cotton 
pants only

8 PM
DRINKS
with Blair and Mary, 
ONLY DO WINE PLEASE

2 PM
ask Mike to pick up a 
Polar Pizza from Baskin 
Robbins for Saturday

11:30 AM
use $5 coupon 
at Sweetgreen

1 PM
take old tupperware 
out of car

8 PM
therapy tomorrow at 11, 
BRING CHECK

1 PM
Call doc about 
vag situation 
DO NOT SCRATCH

1 PM
seriously call doc, 
something’s o�

11 AM
Gyno appointment at 1

3 PM
shop for birthday outfit, 
something tasteful but 
skin tight

10 PM
take out trash (or maybe 
no if date goes well???) 

8 PM
HINGE DATE
@ Tabula Rasa
wear all your extensions 
but light makeup or no 
extensions and beat face?

7 PM
HINGE DATE
@ Jitlada 
DO NOT ORDER TOO 
SPICY, YOU WILL SWEAT 
TOO MUCH (no hair, light 
makeup, boob-forward shirt)

3 PM
did he text yet to tell you he 
had a great time last night? 
More importantly, did you 
have a good time? If not, 
move on, bitch!

11:30 PM

DO NOT CALL OR TEXT 
ANYONE, GO TO SLEEP

11:45 PM

YOU ARE A BIRTHDAY QUEEN, 
GO TO BED ALONE AND HAPPY

8 PM
cancel all dates for this 
week, too much 
unnecessary work and 
face too tired

MON

14
SUN

20
TUE

15
WED

16
THU

17
FRI

18
SAT

19
8 AM

9 AM

10 AM

11 AM

12 PM

1 PM

2 PM

3 PM

4 PM

5 PM

6 PM

7 PM

8 PM

9 PM

10 PM

11 PM

12 AM

6 PM
BIRTH CONTROL

6 PM
BIRTH CONTROL

6 PM
BIRTH CONTROL

6 PM
BIRTH CONTROL

6 PM
BIRTH CONTROL

6 PM
BIRTH CONTROL

6 PM
BIRTH CONTROL
(but like, for whom?)

HEART

REMINDER

URGENT

SWEAT

APPOINTMENT

4: 15 PM
take care of mustache 
situation before birthday

November MY BIRTHDAY WEEK by PUNAM PATEL design by KAY ARVIDSONP

4 PM
order dinner now bc you 
will be hungry after nap, 
USE CREDIT
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you will be hungry when 
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ask Mike to pick up a 
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out of car
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1 PM
Call doc about 
vag situation 
DO NOT SCRATCH

1 PM
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shop for birthday outfit, 
something tasteful but 
skin tight

10 PM
take out trash (or maybe 
no if date goes well???) 

8 PM
HINGE DATE
@ Tabula Rasa
wear all your extensions 
but light makeup or no 
extensions and beat face?

7 PM
HINGE DATE
@ Jitlada 
DO NOT ORDER TOO 
SPICY, YOU WILL SWEAT 
TOO MUCH (no hair, light 
makeup, boob-forward shirt)

3 PM
did he text yet to tell you he 
had a great time last night? 
More importantly, did you 
have a good time? If not, 
move on, bitch!

11:30 PM

DO NOT CALL OR TEXT 
ANYONE, GO TO SLEEP

11:45 PM

YOU ARE A BIRTHDAY QUEEN, 
GO TO BED ALONE AND HAPPY

8 PM
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week, too much 
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6 PM
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HEART
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URGENT

SWEAT

APPOINTMENT
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situation before birthday

November MY BIRTHDAY WEEK by PUNAM PATEL design by KAY ARVIDSONP

4 PM
order dinner now bc you 
will be hungry after nap, 
USE CREDIT
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Solved It   by Sofia Warren
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