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Principal Characters

The Mussolini family

Benito Mussolini, dictator 28 October 1922-25 July 1943
head of the Salo republic October 1943-25 April 1945

Alessandro and Rosa, his parents

Rachele, his wife

Arnaldo, his brother

Edvige, his sister

Edda, his daughter, married to Galeazzo Ciano

Vittorio, Bruno, Romano, his sons

Anna Maria, his daughter

Claretta Petacci, his last lover

The Ciano family

Costanzo Ciano, patriarch and supporter of Mussolini
Carolina, his wife

Galeazzo, his only son

Maria, his daughter

Fabrizio, Raimonda and Marzio, Edda and Galeazzo’s children

The gerarchi

Roberto Farinacci, vulgar, corrupt and cynical ras of Cremona

Augusto Turati, suave party leader

Achille Starace, devoted Mussolini acolyte and enforcer of Fascist
behaviour

Giuseppe Bottai, the most cultured of the gerarchi

Dino Grandi, ambassador to London



Other Characters

Eugen Dollmann, SS officer and interpreter

Curzio Malaparte, author, and friend of Galeazzo’s
Emilio Pucci, devoted companion to Edda

Leonida Buongiorno, Edda’s lover on Lipari
Isabella Colonna, doyenne of Roman society
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