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Timeline

1874 Harry Oakes is born in Sangerville, Maine

1890s Oakes attends Foxcroft Academy, and then Bowdoin College, 
in Maine

1897 News of a huge gold strike in northern Canada reaches the 
Eastern Seaboard; Oakes joins the Klondike gold rush

1902 Construction of the Temiskaming and Northern Ontario 
Railway (T&NO) begins, opening up Northern Ontario

1903 Huge veins of silver are discovered at T&NO Mile 103, 
triggering the Cobalt silver rush

1908 Cobalt produces 9 percent of the world’s silver

1909 Massive gold strike at Porcupine Lake jump-starts a new 
gold rush

1911 Oakes arrives in Swastika, Ontario

1912 Oakes, the Tough brothers, and Bill Wright stake claims 
around Kirkland Lake

1914 Oakes fails to sell stock in Lake Shore Mines Ltd.

1916 Oakes strikes the richest vein of gold ore ever seen in Canada 
and finds American investors

1918 Lake Shore Mines pays its first dividend

1923 Oakes marries Eunice McIntyre

1924 Nancy Oakes is born

1924 Oakes buys the Schoellkopf mansion in Niagara Falls, 
remodels it, and renames it Oak Hall

1927 Sydney Oakes is born
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1929 Shirley Lewis Oakes is born

1930 William Pitt Oakes is born

1932 Harry Phillip Oakes is born

1934 Canadian government imposes a new tax on gold, as well as a 
reduction in the depletion allowance on gold stock earnings

1934 Oakes moves out of Canada and settles in the Bahamas

1934 Lake Shore gold output peaks

1935 Death of Gertrude Oakes at sea

1938 Prime Minister King visits Nassau and deplores its moral and 
political corruption

1939 Harry Oakes receives a baronetcy from King George VI for 
“public and philanthropic service”

1940 Duke of Windsor arrives in the Bahamas as governor of the 
colony

1942 Rage over inadequate wages sparks the Burma Road Riot in 
Nassau

1942 Nancy Oakes marries Alfred de Marigny, two days after her 
eighteenth birthday

1943 Sir Harry Oakes is battered to death. De Marigny is tried on 
a charge of murder and is acquitted, but is deported from the 
Bahamas

1947 UK Colonial Office decides not to reopen its investigation, 
although an internal report concludes that de Marigny is 
probably guilty

1959 Geoffrey Bocca publishes the first book on the case: The Life 
and Death of Sir Harry Oakes

1964 Harold Christie is knighted for services to the Bahamas

1964 The Bahamas achieve self-government

1972 Duke of Windsor dies in Paris

1973 The Bahamas achieve full independence within the 
Commonwealth

1973 Sir Harold Christie dies in Germany

1981 Lady Oakes dies in Nassau
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Cast of Characters

Sir Harry Oakes, owner of Lake Shore Mines and multimillionaire
Eunice Myrtle, Lady Oakes, née McIntyre
Nancy Oakes, Sir Harry’s eldest child and third wife of Alfred de 

Marigny
Sydney Oakes, heir to the Oakes baronetcy
Shirley Lewis Oakes

William Pitt Oakes

Harry Phillip Oakes

Count Marie Alfred Fouquereaux de Marigny, husband of 
Nancy Oakes

Ruth Fahnestock, de Marigny’s second wife
Georges de Visdelou-Guimbeau, de Marigny’s cousin and best friend

Maine
William and Edith Oakes, Harry’s parents
Louis Oakes, Harry’s elder brother
Gertrude, Jessie, and Myrtice Oakes, Harry’s sisters
John Clair Minot, Harry’s classmate at Bowdoin College
George Babson, husband of Jessie Oakes
Dr. Eugene Whittredge, Dover-Foxcroft dentist

Kirkland Lake
William (Bill) Wright, British butcher turned prospector
Jimmy Doig, owner of the Swastika general store
Tom, George, Bob, and Jack Tough, railway workers turned 

prospectors
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Roza Brown, early resident of Kirkland Lake and friend of Harry 
Oakes

Ernie Martin, Harry Oakes’s first employee
Charlie Chow, hotel owner

James McRae, Canadian prospector and editor of the Northern Miner
Arnold Hoffman, American prospector and author
Albert Wende, manager of the Wright-Hargreaves mine

David Freeman-Mitford, Baron Redesdale, British landowner and 
prospector

Joseph Burr Tyrrell, geologist, dinosaur bone discoverer, and mining 
investor

Florida
Walter Foskett, lawyer

London
Sir Joseph Duveen, British art dealer
Lord Luke of Pavenham, the “Bovril King” and fundraiser for 

London hospitals

Sir Joseph Ball, former MI5 officer and Conservative Party operator
George, Duke of Kent, younger brother of Edward VIII and Nazi 

sympathizer

Nassau
Harold Christie, founder of H. G. Christie Real Estate, Nassau
Frank Christie, Harold’s brother
Axel Wenner-Gren, Swedish industrialist, multimillionaire, and Nazi 

sympathizer
Rosita Forbes, British travel writer
Duke of Windsor, governor of the Bahamas (1940–45), and the 

Duchess of Windsor

Leslie Heape, colonial secretary of the Bahamas (1940–43) and acting 
governor during the governor’s absence

Sir William Murphy, governor of the Bahamas (1945–50)

4



Sir Harry’s Dinner Guests

Charles Hubbard, retired Woolworth executive
Mrs. Dulcibel “Effie” Henneage, wife of a British Army Officer

De Marigny’s Dinner Guests

Alfred Ceretta, American engineer
Dorothy Clarke, wife of a Royal Air Force officer
Jean Ainslie, wife of a Royal Air Force officer
Betty Roberts, girlfriend of Georges de Visdelou-Guimbeau

Bahamas police and prominent residents

Colonel R. A. Erskine-Lindop, commissioner of the Bahamas Police 
Force

Major Herbert Pemberton, deputy commissioner of the Bahamas 
Police Force

Lieutenant John Douglas, Bahamas Police Force
Captain Edward Sears, Bahamas Police Force
Newell Kelly, Oakes’s business manager
Madeline Gale Kelly, American singer, wife of Newell Kelly
Dr. Hugh Quackenbush, local physician
Dr. Lawrence Fitzmaurice, acting chief medical officer of the 

Bahamas
Dr. Ulrich Ernst Oberwarth, medical officer at Nassau jail
Étienne Dupuch, owner and editor of Nassau Daily Tribune
Eugene Dupuch, Nassau Daily Tribune reporter and Étienne’s son

American police and experts

Captain Edward Melchen, chief of the homicide bureau, Miami 
Police Department

Captain James Barker, Supervisor of the Laboratories of the Miami 
Police Department

Frank Conway, retired fingerprint expert, New York Police 
Department

Captain Maurice O’Neil, supervisor of the New Orleans Police 
Department’s Bureau of Identification
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Court officials

Sir Oscar Bedford Daly, Chief Justice of the Bahamas
The Honourable Eric Hallinan, Attorney General
The Honourable Alfred Adderly, junior lawyer for the prosecution
The Honourable Godfrey Higgs, lawyer for the defence
Ernest Callender, junior lawyer for the defence
James Sands, foreman of the jury

witnesses and reporters

Raymond C. Schindler, private detective
Erle Stanley Gardner, reporter for the Hearst newspaper chain and 

creator of Perry Mason
Ruth Reynolds, reporter for the New York Sunday News
Professor Leonarde Keeler, inventor of a lie-detector apparatus
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