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A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S

The challenge of telling the story of two of the most famous people on 
the planet is that they are known to pretty much everyone, but also to 
no one.

So in tracking down the dozens and dozens of sources we interviewed 
in Cristiano Ronaldo and Lionel Messi’s orbits, we relied heavily on the 
trust of many more people than we can name. In fact, many of them sim-
ply can’t be named because they spoke to us on condition of anonymity 
since Ronaldo and Messi remain active, influential, and in a few cases, 
still in business with them.

That said, we would be remiss if we didn’t thank the large, interna-
tional cast of characters who guided us through this story in the middle 
of a global pandemic. In Portugal, we are grateful to three Carloses who 
worked with Ronaldo at different stages of his career: Bruno, Freitas, 
and Queiroz. We also gleaned insight and contacts from Pedro Pinto, 
Antonio Magalhães, and João Pinto, as well as a slew of Ronaldo’s 
neighbors and acquaintances in Madeira. In Spain, we have to thank 
Ramon Calderon, Joan Laporta, Cesc Fàbregas, Víctor Vázquez, Vic-
tor Font, and Txiki Begiristain, among others— plus a special mention 
for La Liga’s Joris Evers and president Javier Tebas, who offered us so 
much time to unpack this transformational era in Spanish soccer.

From across the rest of the football world, we are also grateful to Ar-
sène Wenger, Carlo Ancelotti, Sepp Blatter, René Meulensteen, Peter 
Kenyon, David Gill, Garry Cook, Tim Howard, Wes McKennie, Phil 
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Thompson, Thierry Weil, Mike Forde, Robert Bonnier, David Piper, 
Pascal Ferré, Eric Eisner, Pere Guardiola, the team at Relevent, the 
executives and communications staffs of Real Madrid, Barcelona, Ju-
ventus, and Paris Saint- Germain, along with the current and former 
executives of Nike and Adidas who spoke to us anonymously.

There were, of course, many others in soccer who shared anecdotes, 
details, and documents with us on the condition that we kept their 
names out of it to preserve the secrecy that governs this crazy business. 
We are no less thankful that they believed in us.

At HarperCollins, we owe a huge debt of gratitude to the superbly 
thoughtful Matt Harper for his careful edits, his soccer chats, and the 
big- picture thinking that allowed us to unspool these two connected 
stories. And we would never have gotten the chance to tell them without 
our inimitable agent, Eric Lupfer, who saw the potential for this book, 
brought his signature clarity and sweep, and guided us through every 
step of the process— Jorge Mendes couldn’t have done it better. Also at 
Fletcher & Co., Christy Fletcher and Melissa Chinchillo were invalu-
able in getting this book out to the world.

Pulling this off would have been impossible without the support of 
our bosses and colleagues at The Wall Street Journal, above all Global 
Sports Editor Bruce Orwall, Deputy Chief News Editor Jenn Hicks, 
Cynthia Lin, Mike Miller, and Matt Murray, who gave us the latitude 
and confidence to tackle this project. Our colleagues on WSJ Sports 
have had to cover for us more times than we can count, so we are deeply 
indebted to the people who carry that section every single day: An-
drew Beaton, Jason Gay, Jim Chairusmi, Rachel Bachman, Laine Hig-
gins, and Louise Radnofsky. The same is true for the digital platforms 
team, especially Brian Fitzgerald, Greg Rodewald, Roland Keane, Juju 
Kim, and Jim Jaworski.

Once the manuscript was finished— and often before— we ran it by 
the most trusted readers we know. Ben Cohen, a former WSJ sports 
writer, was there to reassure us that we hadn’t entirely missed the point 
in analyzing two of the longest hot streaks the sports world has ever 

A c k N O W L E d G m E N T S
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seen. Nick Kostov, of the Journal’s Paris bureau, was also always avail-
able to road- test an idea, often while actually on the road.

And of course, there were our home teams. They have always been 
our most devoted readers, cheerleaders, and fielders of late- night phone 
calls full of inane details that we had just learned. Joshua’s parents 
and sister— Jeffrey, Aline, and Celine, who provided love, humor, and 
patience— now know more about the barrios of Rosario and Cristiano’s 
workout routines than they ever bargained for.

Jon’s parents, Lizzie and Ant, and his in- laws, Richard and Gloria 
Davies, gave support and encouragement. His brother, Dan, offered 
welcome feedback— and even more welcome distractions— during the 
writing process. That process depended on the generosity of two sets 
of friends— Henrik Tordrup and Ines Tordrup Bigaard, and Pravin and 
Anna Sathe— who offered up their homes as workspaces at a time when 
working anywhere was unusually tricky.

But the greatest thanks go to Jon’s two children, Evie and Cooper, 
and to his wife, Katie, who once again proved herself to be the unques-
tioned GOAT.

Without all of that support, this book never would have seen the light 
of day. If we had our own Museu, you’d all be in it.

A c k N O W L E d G m E N T S
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A P P E N D I X
Messi vs. Ronaldo: Head to Head Results 

in Club Matches (both on pitch)

Date Messi (M.) Ronaldo (R.) Venue Score (M.– R.) M. Goals M. Assists R. Goals R. Assists Competition

4/23/08 Barcelona Manchester 
United Camp Nou 0–0 0 0 0 0 Champions League

4/29/08 Barcelona Manchester 
United Old Trafford 0–1 0 0 0 0 Champions League

5/27/09 Barcelona Manchester 
United Olimpico 2–0 1 0 0 0 Champions League

11/29/09 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 1–0 0 0 0 0 La Liga

4/10/10 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 2–0 1 0 0 0 La Liga

11/29/10 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 5–0 0 2 0 0 La Liga

4/16/11 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 1–1 1 0 1 0 La Liga

4/20/11 Barcelona Real Madrid Mestalla 0–1 0 0 1 0 Copa del Rey

4/27/11 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 2–0 2 0 0 0 Champions League

5/3/11 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 1–1 0 0 0 0 Champions League

8/14/11 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 2–2 1 1 0 0 Supercopa

8/17/11 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 3–2 2 1 1 0 Supercopa

12/10/11 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 3–1 0 1 0 0 La Liga

1/18/12 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 2–1 0 1 1 0 Copa del Rey

1/25/12 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 2–2 0 1 0 Copa del Rey

4/21/12 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 1–2 0 0 1 0 La Liga

8/23/12 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 3–2 1 0 1 0 Supercopa

8/29/12 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 1–2 1 0 1 0 Supercopa

10/7/12 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 2–2 2 0 2 0 La Liga

1/30/13 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 1–1 0 1 0 0 Copa del Rey

2/26/13 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 1–3 0 0 2 0 Copa del Rey

3/2/13 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 1–2 1 0 0 0 La Liga

10/26/13 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 2–1 0 0 0 1 La Liga

3/23/14 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 4–3 3 1 1 0 La Liga

10/25/14 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 1–3 0 0 1 0 La Liga
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Date Messi (M.) Ronaldo (R.) Venue Score (M.–R.) M. Goals M. Assists R. Goals R. Assists Competition

4/23/08 Barcelona Manchester 
United Camp Nou 0–0 0 0 0 0 Champions League

4/29/08 Barcelona Manchester 
United Old Trafford 0–1 0 0 0 0 Champions League

5/27/09 Barcelona Manchester 
United Olimpico 2–0 1 0 0 0 Champions League

11/29/09 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 1–0 0 0 0 0 La Liga

4/10/10 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 2–0 1 0 0 0 La Liga

11/29/10 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 5–0 0 2 0 0 La Liga

4/16/11 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 1–1 1 0 1 0 La Liga

4/20/11 Barcelona Real Madrid Mestalla 0–1 0 0 1 0 Copa del Rey

4/27/11 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 2–0 2 0 0 0 Champions League

5/3/11 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 1–1 0 0 0 0 Champions League

8/14/11 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 2–2 1 1 0 0 Supercopa

8/17/11 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 3–2 2 1 1 0 Supercopa

12/10/11 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 3–1 0 1 0 0 La Liga

1/18/12 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 2–1 0 1 1 0 Copa del Rey

1/25/12 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 2–2 0 1 0 Copa del Rey

4/21/12 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 1–2 0 0 1 0 La Liga

8/23/12 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 3–2 1 0 1 0 Supercopa

8/29/12 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 1–2 1 0 1 0 Supercopa

10/7/12 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 2–2 2 0 2 0 La Liga

1/30/13 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 1–1 0 1 0 0 Copa del Rey

2/26/13 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 1–3 0 0 2 0 Copa del Rey

3/2/13 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 1–2 1 0 0 0 La Liga

10/26/13 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 2–1 0 0 0 1 La Liga

3/23/14 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 4–3 3 1 1 0 La Liga

10/25/14 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 1–3 0 0 1 0 La Liga

A P P E N d I X
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Season M. Club M. Goals Appearances M. Trophies R. Club R. Goals Appearances R. Trophies

2002–03 Sporting 5 31 Supertaça

2003–04 Manchester United 6 40 FA Cup

2004–05 Barcelona 1 9 La Liga Manchester United 9 50

2005–06 Barcelona 8 25 La Liga, Champions 
League Manchester United 12 47 League Cup

2006–07 Barcelona 17 36 Supercopa de España Manchester United 23 53 Premier League

2007–08 Barcelona 16 40 Manchester United 42 49 Premier League, Champions 
League, Community Shield

2008–09 Barcelona 38 51
La Liga, Copa del Rey, 

Champions League, 
UEFA Super Cup

Manchester United 26 53 Premier League, League 
Cup, FIFA Club World Cup

2009–10 Barcelona 47 53
La Liga, FIFA Club 

World Cup, Supercopa 
de España

Real Madrid 33 35

2010–11 Barcelona 53 55

La Liga, Champions 
League, Supercopa de 
España, UEFA Super 

Cup

Real Madrid 53 54 Copa del Rey

Date Messi (M.) Ronaldo (R.) Venue Score (M.– R.) M. Goals M. Assists R. Goals R. Assists Competition

3/22/15 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 2–1 0 1 1 0 La Liga

11/21/15 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 4–0 0 0 0 0 La Liga

4/2/16 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 1–2 0 0 1 0 La Liga

12/3/16 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 1–1 0 0 0 0 La Liga

4/23/17 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 3–2 2 0 0 0 La Liga

8/13/17 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 1–3 1 0 1 0 Supercopa

12/23/17 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 3–0 1 1 0 0 La Liga

5/6/18 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 2–2 1 0 1 0 La Liga

12/8/20 Barcelona Juventus Camp Nou 0–3 0 0 2 0 Champions League

Messi vs. Ronaldo: Head to Head Results in Club 
Matches (both on pitch) (continued)

Messi vs. Ronaldo: Goals and Trophies (All 
Competitions), Season by Season

A P P E N d I X
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Season M. Club M. Goals Appearances M. Trophies R. Club R. Goals Appearances R. Trophies
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2006–07 Barcelona 17 36 Supercopa de España Manchester United 23 53 Premier League

2007–08 Barcelona 16 40 Manchester United 42 49 Premier League, Champions 
League, Community Shield

2008–09 Barcelona 38 51
La Liga, Copa del Rey,

Champions League,
UEFA Super Cup

Manchester United 26 53 Premier League, League 
Cup, FIFA Club World Cup

2009–10 Barcelona 47 53
La Liga, FIFA Club 

World Cup, Supercopa 
de España

Real Madrid 33 35

2010–11 Barcelona 53 55

La Liga, Champions 
League, Supercopa de 
España, UEFA Super 

Cup

Real Madrid 53 54 Copa del Rey

Date Messi (M.) Ronaldo (R.) Venue Score (M.–R.) M. Goals M. Assists R. Goals R. Assists Competition

3/22/15 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 2–1 0 1 1 0 La Liga

11/21/15 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 4–0 0 0 0 0 La Liga

4/2/16 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 1–2 0 0 1 0 La Liga

12/3/16 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 1–1 0 0 0 0 La Liga

4/23/17 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 3–2 2 0 0 0 La Liga

8/13/17 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 1–3 1 0 1 0 Supercopa

12/23/17 Barcelona Real Madrid Santiago Bernabéu 3–0 1 1 0 0 La Liga

5/6/18 Barcelona Real Madrid Camp Nou 2–2 1 0 1 0 La Liga

12/8/20 Barcelona Juventus Camp Nou 0–3 0 0 2 0 Champions League

A P P E N d I X
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Season M. Club M. Goals Appearances M. Trophies R. Club R. Goals Appearances R. Trophies

2011–12 Barcelona 73 60
Copa del Rey, Supercopa 

de España, FIFA Club 
World Cup

Real Madrid 60 55 La Liga

2012–13 Barcelona 60 50 La Liga Real Madrid 55 55 Supercopa de España

2013–14 Barcelona 41 46 Supercopa de España Real Madrid 51 47 Copa del Rey, Champions 
League, UEFA Super Cup

2014–15 Barcelona 58 57
La Liga, Copa del Rey, 

Champions League, 
UEFA Super Cup

Real Madrid 61 54 FIFA Club World Cup

2015–16 Barcelona 41 49 La Liga, Copa del Rey, 
FIFA Club World Cup Real Madrid 51 48 Champions League

2016–17 Barcelona 54 52 Copa del Rey, Supercopa 
de España Real Madrid 42 46 La Liga, Champions League,

FIFA Club World Cup

2017–18 Barcelona 45 54 La Liga, Copa del Rey Real Madrid 44 44
Champions League,

Supercopa de España, FIFA 
Club World Cup

2018–19 Barcelona 51 50 La Liga, Supercopa de 
España Juventus 28 43 Serie A, Supercoppa Italiana

2019–20 Barcelona 31 44 Juventus 37 46 Serie A

2020–21 Barcelona 38 47 Copa del Rey Juventus 36 44 Coppa Italia, Supercoppa 
Italiana

2021–22
Paris 
Saint- 

Germain
11 34 Ligue 1 Manchester United 24 38

Messi vs. Ronaldo: Goals and Trophies (All 
Competitions), Season by Season (continued)

A P P E N d I X
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2013–14 Barcelona 41 46 Supercopa de España Real Madrid 51 47 Copa del Rey, Champions 
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FIFA Club World Cup

2017–18 Barcelona 45 54 La Liga, Copa del Rey Real Madrid 44 44
Champions League, 

Supercopa de España, FIFA 
Club World Cup

2018–19 Barcelona 51 50 La Liga, Supercopa de 
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