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NOTES

Prologue
I

Dudley and Liverpool: Letters to Seward, October 26 and November 23, 1861, in 
Despatches from United States Consuls in Liverpool, 1790–1906, Reels 19, 20, micro
film in the National Archives. Hereafter LCD, for Liverpool Consular Despatches. 
Liverpool: Herman Melville’s quasi-autobiographical account of his visit in Red-
burn, in G. T. Tanselle (ed.), Redburn, White-Jacket, Moby-Dick (New York: Library 
of America, 1983), pp. 165–230; M. Macilwee, The Liverpool Underworld: Crime in 
the City, 1750–1900 (Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 2011). Other sources 
on crime include: F. Bell, Midnight Scenes in the Slums of New York: Or, Lights 
and Shadows (London: W. Kent and Co., 1881), pp.  230–31; T. Lane, Liverpool: 
Gateway of Empire (London: Lawrence and Wishart, 1987), pp. 23–25, 34, 38–39, 
77–96, 117–18; H. Shimmin, Liverpool Sketches, Chiefly Reprinted from the Porcupine 
(London: W. Tweedie, 1863), pp. 1, 91; R. Muir, A History of Liverpool (Liverpool: 
University Press of Liverpool, 1907), p. 301; C. Dickens, “Poor Mercantile Jack,” 
in Dickens, The Uncommercial Traveller and A Child ’s History of England (London: 
Macmillan & Co., 1922), pp. 34–43; and N. Hawthorne, Passages from the English 
Note-Books (Boston: James R. Osgood and Co., 1875), diary entries of August 9, 
p. 10; September 1, pp. 28–29; October 19, 1853, p. 51. Women fighting: Hawthorne, 
Our Old Home: A Series of English Sketches (Edinburgh: William Paterson, 1884),
p. 238. Murders in 1858: A. Hume, Condition of Liverpool, Religious and Social; In-
cluding Notices of the State of Education, Morals, Pauperism, and Crime (Liverpool:
T. Brakell, 1888), p. 26.
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Notes

II
B. Dyer, “Thomas H. Dudley,” Civil War History, 1 (1955), no. 4, pp. 401–13; W. J. 
Potts, “Biographical Sketch of the Hon. Thomas H. Dudley, of Camden, N.J., 
Who Died April 15, 1893,” Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society, 35 (1895), 
pp. 102–28; “Thomas H. Dudley,” in A. C. Rogers (ed.), Our Representatives Abroad: 
Biographical Sketches of Ambassadors, Ministers, Consuls- General, and Consuls of the 
United States in Foreign Countries (New York: Atlantic Publishing Company, 1874), 
pp. 257–68; T. H. Dudley, “The Inside Facts of Lincoln’s Nomination,” The Century, 
40 (1890), pp. 477–79; D. H. Maynard, “Dudley of New Jersey and the Nomina-
tion of Lincoln,” Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography, 82 (1958), no. 1, 
pp. 100–8. Dudley tells his own story in “Appointment & Initial Experiences as Liv-
erpool Consul,” Thomas Haines Dudley Papers DU-1275, probably written in 1884.

Chapter One: On Secret Service
I– II

J. D. Bulloch, The Secret Service of the Confederate States in Europe; or, How the Con-
federate Cruisers Were Equipped (New York: Modern Library, 2001 ed.; 1883 orig.), 
pp. 24–27; V. Bullock- Willis, “James Dunwoody Bulloch,” The Sewanee Review, 34 
(1926), 4, pp. 386–401; E. A. Ford, “The Bullochs of Georgia,” The Georgia Review, 6 
(1952), 3, pp. 318–31; J. G. B. Bulloch, A Biographical Sketch of Hon. Archibald Bulloch, 
President of Georgia, 1776–77 (privately printed, 1907); S. C. Kinnaman, Captain Bull-
och: The Life of James Dunwoody Bulloch, Naval Agent of the Confederacy (Indianapolis, 
IN: Dog Ear Publishing, 2013), pp. 20–198; W. E. Wilson and G. L. McKay, James 
D. Bulloch: Secret Agent and Mastermind of the Confederate Navy ( Jefferson, NC: Mc-
Farland & Co., 2012), pp. 11–35; G. P. Shine, “‘ A Gallant Little Schooner’: The U.S. 
Schooner Shark and the Oregon Country, 1846,” Oregon Historical Quarterly, 109 
(2008), no. 4, pp. 536–65; R. H. Dana, To Cuba and Back: A Vacation Voyage (Boston: 
Ticknor and Fields, 1859), pp. 11–23, 278. On his politics, see Bulloch, Secret Service, 
pp. 22, 24, 27. The Murray Street address is given in a classified advertisement in the 
New York Herald, March 27, 1861. Regarding the Benjamin letter, its full contents 
are mysterious as Bulloch destroyed it, though he quoted (from memory) its pur-
portedly only line in his memoirs (“The Secretary of the Navy desires you to come 
to Montgomery without delay.”). Bulloch later claimed, however, that he was first 
asked to go to Britain during his meeting with Mallory in Montgomery. Yet Bulloch 
purchased a ticket to Liverpool while he was still in New York via a roundabout 
route from Montreal. How, if he only first heard the proposal later in Montgom-
ery, did he know he was going to be traveling there? Put another way, there was 
more to the Benjamin letter than Bulloch later pretended, probably in an attempt 
to disguise, for legal reasons, his early involvement in the clandestine naval scheme. 
It is possible that while still in New Orleans on April 23 he was tipped off that he
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Notes

was to be sent to Britain, though there is no evidence of this. The New York letter 
therefore remains the strongest indication of Bulloch’s recruitment. On transferring 
his assets: Hiram Barney (Customs House official) to Seward, July 10, 1861, The War 
of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate 
Armies (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 70 vols., 1880–1901), 2, 2, 
p. 18. Hereafter Official Records (Army).

III– V
Montgomery: Journal of the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 1861–1865 
(Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1904), 1, p. 50, February 13, 1861; 
W.  H. Russell, My Diary North and South (Boston: T.O.H.P. Burnham, 1863), 
pp.  165–80. Mallory’s background: P. Melvin, “Stephen Russell Mallory, South-
ern Naval Statesman,” Journal of Southern History, 10 (1944), 2, pp. 137–60. On the 
Mallory- Bulloch discussions: Bulloch, Secret Service, pp. 30–35; Kinnaman, Captain 
Bulloch, pp. 238–42; Mallory to Bulloch, May 9, 1861, Official Records of the Union 
and Confederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion (Washington, DC: Government 
Printing Office, 30 vols., 1894–1927), 2, 2, pp. 64–65. Hereafter Official Records (Navy). 
Lincoln’s ships: J. T. Scharf, History of the Confederate States Navy from Its Organiza-
tion to the Surrender of Its Last Vessel (New York: Rogers and Sherwood, 1887), p. 433. 
South’s relative lack of industry: Table 3, “Value of Manufacturing Production,” in D. 
G. Surdam, “The Union Navy’s Blockade Reconsidered,” Naval War College Review, 
51 (1998), no. 4, pp. 93–94; Surdam, “The Confederate Naval Buildup: Could More 
Have Been Accomplished?” Naval War College Review, 54 (2001), no. 1, p. 110; and W. 
N. Still Jr., “Facilities for the Construction of War Vessels in the Confederacy,” Jour-
nal of Southern History, 31 (1965), no. 3, pp. 285–89. An initial $1 million appropriation 
for Bulloch was approved on May 10, Official Records (Navy), 2, 2, p. 66. Mallory 
on acquiring ironclads: Memorandum to C. M. Conrad, May  10, Official Records 
(Navy), 2, 2, pp.  67–69. I’ve relied on the detective work of Wilson and McKay, 
James D. Bulloch, pp. 37–38, 43, regarding Hollis White. White’s appointment to the 
Treasury: “Our Washington Dispatches,” New York Times, March 26, 1861. Bulloch 
was annoyed that he had been exposed (see his August 13, 1861, report from London, 
Official Records (Navy), 2, 2, p. 84). The Newbern Daily Progress of North Carolina, 
May 23, 1861, reprints the original Richmond Dispatch article.

Chapter Two: The White Gold
I

Moran’s background: “In Memoriam,” Trübner’s American, European & Oriental 
Literary Record, 5 (1884), p. 48. On his political views: R. Fulton, “The Spectator in 
Alien Hands,” Victorian Periodicals Review, 24 (1991), no. 4, pp. 187–96; S. A. Wallace 
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and F.  E. Gillespie (eds.), The Journal of Benjamin Moran, 1857–1865 (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 2 vols., 1948–49). Views of Dallas and on Adams’s 
dress: May 16 and June 15, 1861, 1, pp. 811–12, 829; Hobbies: July 15, 1861, Novem-
ber 14, 1862, February 2, 1864, 2, pp. 945, 1,090, 1,258. Amusingly, in his own diary, 
Adams agreed that he indeed had looked like a butler: May  15, at http://www 
.masshist.org/publications/cfa- civil- war/view?id=DCA61d135. Queen Victoria’s 
comment is mentioned in Moran, November  18, 1861, 2, p.  907. Adams’s back-
ground: N. B. Ferris, “Tempestuous Mission, 1861–1862: The Early Diplomatic 
Career of Charles Francis Adams,” unpublished Ph.D. dissertation (Emory Uni-
versity, 1962). Neutrality: R. J. M. Blackett, Divided Hearts: Britain and the Amer-
ican Civil War (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2001), pp. 6–47; 
F. L. Owsley Sr., King Cotton Diplomacy: Foreign Relations of the Confederate States 
of America (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2nd ed., 1959), pp.  179–96. 
Russell quoted in D. H. Doyle, The Cause of All Nations: An International History 
of the American Civil War (New York: Basic Books, 2015), p. 42. For definitions 
of legal status: J. R. Soley, The Blockade and the Cruisers (New York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, 1883), p.  30; F. J. Merli, Great Britain and the Confederate Navy, 1861–1865 
(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1970), p. 42. Seward’s instructions to keep 
Britain neutral: Seward to Adams, April  10 and May  21, 1861, in Papers Relat-
ing to Foreign Affairs, 1861–1865 ( Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 
1861–65), pp. 71–80, 87–90.

II
S. R. Wise, Lifeline of the Confederacy: Blockade Running During the Civil War 
(Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1988), pp. 12–13; J. M. McPherson,  
War on the Waters: The Union and Confederate Navies, 1861–1865 (Chapel Hill: Uni-
versity of North Carolina Press, 2012), pp. 46–47; E. D. Adams, Great Britain and 
the American Civil War (London: Longmans, Green and Co., 2 vols., 1925), 1, p. 140; 
K. J. Weddle, “The Blockade Board of 1861 and Union Naval Strategy,” Civil War 
History, 48 (2002), no.  2, pp.  123–42; W. N. Still Jr., “A Naval Sieve: The Union 
Blockade in the Civil War,” Naval War College Review 36 (1983), no. 3, pp. 38–45. 
Lincoln’s blockade proclamation: M. Bernard, A Historical Account of the Neutrality 
of Great Britain During the American Civil War (London: Longmans, Green, Reader, 
and Dyer, 1870), p. 80. Navy buildup: Soley, Blockade and the Cruisers, p. 17. Hunt for 
Bulloch: Henry Wilding to Seward, July 5, 1861, LCD, 19. Wilding to C. F. Adams, 
September 12, quoted in D. H. Milton, Lincoln’s Spymaster: Thomas Haines Dudley 
and the Liverpool Network (Lanham, MD: Stackpole Books, 2003), p. 29.

III– IV
Liverpool waterfront: Melville (ed. Tanselle), Redburn, pp. 165–230. Rumford Place: 
W. Loy, “10 Rumford Place: Doing Confederate Business in Liverpool,” South Caro-
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Sketch of the Prioleau Family in Europe and America,” Transactions of the Huguenot 
Society of South Carolina, 6 (1899), pp. 5–37. Trenholm: E. S. Nepveux, George Alfred 
Trenholm and the Company That Went to War, 1861–1865 (Charleston, SC: Ethel S. 
Nepveux, 1973); M. F. Farley, “‘ The Manners of a Prince’: Confederate Financier 
George Trenholm,” Civil War Times Illustrated, 21 (1982), no. 8, pp. 18–25. Prioleau’s flag 
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Agent: The European Diary of Major Edward C. Anderson (University, AL: Confederate 
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States: Fraser, Trenholm and Company Operations During the American Civil War,” 
unpublished Ph.D. dissertation (University of Keele, 1996), pp.  57–59. Confederate 
finances a nd fi nancing: S. B. Th ompson, Co nfederate Pu rchasing Op erations Ab road 
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1935), p. 9; R. Lester, Confederate 
Finance and Purchasing in Great Britain (Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 
1975), pp. 4–17; E. K. Cooper, “Printing Presses Financed the Southern War Effort,” 
Civil War Times Illustrated, 2 (1963), no. 5, pp. 14–16. For Prioleau’s statement that no 
funds had arrived, Bulloch, Secret Service, p. 38. Bulloch noted his need to make cash 
deposits and the dire state of his finances in h is report to Mallory, Official Records 
(Navy), 2, 2, August 11, 1861, pp. 83, 86. Mallory had already admitted the lack of money to 
Jefferson Davis, July 18, ibid., p. 79. On rough costs of ships, report by Mallory, August 16, 
p. 91, and for the cost of a new ironclad, James North to Mallory, August 16, p. 87.
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Life of Henry Shelton Sanford,” unpublished Ph.D. dissertation (Florida State 
University, 1963), pp. 1–78. Instructions: Seward to Sanford, March 26, 1861, Papers 
Relating to Foreign Affairs (1861), pp. 53–54. “Pretty mistress,” quoted in N. F. Sanders, 
“Henry Shelton Sanford in England, April– November 1861: A Reappraisal,” Lincoln 
Herald, 77 (1975), p. 89. Moran on Sanford, in Wallace and Gillespie (eds.), Journal of 
Benjamin Moran, 1, p. 803; on Pollaky, January 28, 1862, 2, p. 946.
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B. Kesselman, “Paddington” Pollaky, Private Detective: The Mysterious Life and Times 
of the Real Sherlock Holmes (Stroud, Gloucestershire [U.K.]: History Press, 2015), 
pp.  11–40. Freeman Morse (London consul) conducted Pollaky’s interview for 
Sanford (letter, Morse to Sanford, June  29, 1861, Henry Shelton Sanford Papers 
139/12/1, as well as July 12, 139/12/2). Bulloch’s being found: Morse to Seward, July 19, 
1861, Official Records (Army), 3, 1, pp. 445–46. The “Casemate” and the Confederates: 
Anderson’s diary entries of July  16 and August  5, 1861, in Hoole (ed.), Confeder-
ate Foreign Agent, pp. 31, 43; Anon., “A Rebel Diplomatist— Sketch of Capt. Caleb 
Huse,” New York Times, April 10, 1864, and Huse’s recollections, The Supplies for the 
Confederate Army: How They Were Obtained in Europe and How Paid For (Boston: 
T. R. Marvin & Son, 1904), pp. 5–9. Southern arsenal: A. Rose, American Rifle: A 
Biography (New York: Delacorte, 2008), pp. 138–39. Theater, Hamilton, the “English 
way,” Holborn Casino: Anderson diary, August 13 and 24, September 15, 26, 29, and 
October 1, in Hoole (ed.), Confederate Foreign Agent, pp. 47, 49, 58, 63, 67–68. Isaac, 
Campbell & Co.: J. D. Bennett, The London Confederates: The Officials, Clergy, Busi-
nessmen, and Journalists Who Backed the American South During the Civil War ( Jeffer-
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139/13/19, 139/14/12, 139/14/14, 139/14/17, 139/14/18. Privacy of the mail: R. Porter, Plots 
and Paranoia: A History of Political Espionage in Britain 1790–1988 (London: Un-
win Hyman, 1989), pp. 77–78. Tailing Bulloch: see Pollaky to Sanford, September 24 
(139/14/14), September 27 (139/14/15), October  1 (139/14/18). Anderson’s noting the 
countrified detective and an encounter with Brett (another inept tail): Septem-
ber 26, October 2, Hoole (ed.), Confederate Foreign Agent, pp. 64, 68–70. Bulloch’s  
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ber 7, list correspondence received by Huse, Anderson, and others but none for or 
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South Carolina, 1860–1877, from the Merseyside Maritime Museum, Liverpool (Marl-
borough, Wiltshire [U.K.]: Adam Matthew Publications, 1999), and is quoted more 
fully in Foreman, A World on Fire, p. 456. Detective Constable: Dudley to Seward, 
May 2, 1863, LCD, 23; Squarey’s letter of complaint to the town clerk, a Mr. Shut-
tleworth, April 25, same source. Yonge’s character: Bulloch to Mallory, June 30, 1863, 
Official Records (Navy), 2, 2, pp. 448–49.

IV
Russell’s changing the rules: Letters to Lyons, April  7 and December  20, 1863, 
quoted in Jones, Confederate Rams at Birkenhead, pp. 52, 56–57. Legal fees: Bulloch 
to Mallory, June 30, 1863, Official Records (Navy), 2, 2, p. 448. Feeling a “little uneas-
iness at the prospect of a jury trial” in Liverpool, Adams discussed moving the trial 
to London with the Queen’s Advocate on April  22 (Adams to Seward, April  23, 
Papers Relating to Foreign Affairs (1862–63), p.  2 22). Dudley agreed to this in his 
letter to Seward, May 2, LCD, 23. Criminal prosecution versus forfeiture: Dudley to 
Seward, April 8 and 14, LCD, 23; Squarey to F. J. Hamel (solicitor to the Board of 
Customs), April 20, Papers Relating to Foreign Affairs (1862–63), pp. 231–32. “South-
ern proclivities”: Quoted in Jones, Confederate Rams at Birkenhead, p. 47. Pollock: 
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1820-1832/member/pollock 
- jonathan-1783-1870; obituary, The Times, August 24, 1870. In general, see F. J. Merli, 
“Crown Versus Cruiser: The Curious Case of the Alexandra,” Civil War History, 9 
(1963), no. 2, pp. 167–77.

V– VI
Dudley’s reaction: Moran, June 22, Wallace and Gillespie (eds.), Journal of Benjamin 
Moran, 2, p. 1,176; Dudley to Seward, June 26, LCD, 23, expressing exasperation with 
Palmer. Court proceedings: The Times, June 23, 24, and 25, 1863; transcript published 
in Report of the Trial; R. Palmer, Memoirs (New York: Macmillan & Co., 2 vols., 
1896), 2, pp. 440–47. Pollock’s Erlanger speculation and Hotze connection: List of 
bond owners, “The Rebel Loan,” New York Times, December 9, 1865. The Liverpool 
Mercury ( June 25) noted the jury’s not “hesitating for more than a half a minute,” 
and see next day’s paper for “signal defeat.” Yonge’s disastrous appearance: Bulloch 
to Mallory ( June 30, 1863, Official Records (Navy), 2, 2, p. 449) said that “in face of the 
handling he got from Sir Hugh Cairns . . . I do not think he will venture to present 
himself before a jury again.” De Costa: Macilwee, Liverpool Underworld, pp. 145–47; 
Bulloch, Secret Service, p. 236. The Southerner: “Dejeúner On Board the Southerner,” 
Liverpool Mercury, June 29. A word on the “98 counts”: This seems an extraordinary 
number, but Bulloch explained that “the 97th and 98th counts were abandoned by 
the Crown. The remaining 96 counts consisted of the first eight counts repeated 
twelve times, merely varying the offence charged. Thus, the first eight counts charge 
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that the defendants did equip the vessel, the next eight counts that they did furnish 
the vessel . . . The first eight counts therefore represented the rest.” Bulloch, Secret 
Service, p. 231.

Chapter Eleven: The Lucky Shoemaker
I– II

Dudley on the Rams: Occasional letters to Seward, August  8, September  3, Oc-
tober  4, December  30, 1862, LCD, 22. China: F. J. Merli, “A Missing Chapter in 
American Civil War Diplomacy: The Confederacy’s Chinese Fleet, 1861–1867,” in C. 
G. Reynolds (ed.), Global Crossroads and the American Seas (Missoula, MT: Pictorial 
Histories Publishing Co., 1988), pp. 181–96. Bulloch’s intentions: Letter to Mallory, 
December 18, 1862, Official Records (Navy), 2, 2, pp. 309–11. Construction: Bulloch 
to Mallory, February 3, 1863, Official Records (Navy), 2, 2, pp. 351–52. The most de-
tailed analysis of the Rams design is English, “The Laird Rams,” and see R. Lester, 
“Construction of Confederate Ironclad Rams in Great Britain,” Military Collector & 
Historian, 26 (1974), pp. 73–76.

III
Ships and the law: Bulloch to Mallory, February  3 and October 20, 1863, Official 
Records (Navy), 2, 2, pp. 351–52, 507–11. France and Napoleon: Mallory to Bulloch, 
March 19, 1863, Official Records (Navy), 2, 2, pp. 375–76.

IV
As early as 1858, the Liverpool Mercury was calling François “a rich parvenu, who 
is supposed to have made a very large fortune in the last seven years in Egypt” 
(“Egypt,” Liverpool Mercury, March 23, 1858). Bravay himself liked to tell the story of 
twirling his hat (“The Returned,” Morning Chronicle, October 4, 1858). Shoe story: 
“The Lucky Shoemaker,” Morning Post, December 2, 1863. Hunger and indigestion: 
“Le Nabab,” The Examiner, February 9, 1878. The Gazette du Midi (reprinted in the 
Daily News, August 26, 1862) noted Sa’id’s staying with Bravay in France. A color-
ful account of life in Egypt that contains interesting material on Sa’id is Anon., 
“Ismail Pacha of Egypt,” Harper’s New Monthly Magazine, 39 (1869), pp. 739–50. En-
glish, “Laird Rams,” p. 140n520, notes that the Harper’s article was written by Edwin 
De Leon, the Confederate diplomat who in the 1850s had served as the American 
consul in Alexandria. Sa’id’s Egypt: A. Mestyan, Arab Patriotism: The Ideology and 
Culture of Power in Late Ottoman Egypt (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 
2017), pp. 3–5, 44–48. Bulloch summarizes his initial meeting in his letter to Mallory, 
June 30, 1863, Official Records (Navy), 2, 2, pp. 444–47. The Bravay letters are quoted 
in Bulloch, Secret Service, pp. 279–80. Dire finances: Bulloch to North, December 23 
and 31, 1862; Bulloch to James Mason, January 5 and 23, February 4, 1863, Official 
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Records (Navy), 2, 2, pp. 319–52. Cotton smuggling: Lebergott, “Through the Block-
ade,” pp. 872 and n19, p. 879, Table 6. Grazebrook: “Blockade Running: The Case of 
Mr. J.W. Grazebrook,” New York Times, August 22, 1863.

V– VI
Terms of contract: Lester, “Construction of Confederate Ironclad Rams in Great 
Britain,” p. 77. North Carolina and Mississippi: Mallory to Bulloch, October 29, 1862, 
pp. 286–87. Erlanger Loan: Bulloch to Mallory, May 7 and 26, July 20, ibid., pp. 417–18, 
428–29, 467–68. Paris: Bulloch to Mallory, June 30, pp. 444–47. Launch of the first 
Ram: Bulloch to Mallory, July 8, 1863, pp. 452–54. Disguise: Wilson and McKay, James 
D. Bulloch, p. 144. Wilmington: Mallory to Bulloch, August 29, and Mallory to Bar-
ron, August 30, 1863, pp. 483–87. Bulloch’s ambitions: Bulloch to Mallory, July 9, 1863, 
pp. 455–57. Unless otherwise noted, in Official Records (Navy), 2, 2. Dudley’s evidence, 
intimidation of sources, and difficulty of  acquiring in telligence: Le tters to  Se ward, 
July 3 and 7, September 4, 1863, LCD, 25. In this period, Dudley’s intelligence costs 
fell almost to zero (see his second- quarter invoice, July 23, LCD, 25). Hand: Affida-
vit, July 15, enclosed in Dudley to Seward, July 16, LCD, 25; English, “Laird Rams,” 
pp. 154–55; “The Rebel Rams— A Fit Case for Aid,” New York Times, October 17, 1864; 
“The Steam Rams Seized at Birkenhead,” Liverpool Mercury, March 10, 1864. Dudley’s 
payments to Hand and Brady: Maguire invoices, July 31, Dudley Papers, DU-2801, and 
August 7, DU-2802, and see Maguire to Dudley, March 12, 1864, asking him to give 
William Brady his “immediate attention” (DU-2813). Neil Black: Dudley to Seward, 
July 3, LCD, 25. Dudley’s visit to London: Adams diary, July 8, at https://www.masshist 
.org/publications/cfa- civil- war/index.php/view?id=DCA63d189#sn=17. Affidavits: Yonge,  
April 6; Chapman, June 29; Dudley, July 7; Russell and Ellis, July 7, enclosed in Adams 
to Russell, July 11, The Case of Great Britain as Laid Before the Tribunal of Arbitration, 
Convened at Geneva (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 3 vols., 1872), 
2, pp. 367–73. Edwards’s opinion: Edwards to commissioners of customs, July 8, Case 
of Great Britain, 2, pp.  374–75. Dudley’s meeting with Edwards: Letter to Seward, 
July 16, LCD, 25. Wilding’s report on his conversation with the vice- consul was sent by 
Dudley to Adams, who forwarded it to Russell. Dudley submitted his own report to 
Seward on July 25 (LCD, 25). Russell himself followed up with Baron Gros, the French 
ambassador, who confirmed Lenglet’s version. See Wilding to Adams, July 24, 1863, 
enclosed in Adams to Russell, July 25, and Gros to Russell, July 27, Case of Great Brit-
ain, 2, pp. 381–82. Law officers’ opinion: Atherton, Palmer, and Phillimore to Russell, 
July 24, Case of Great Britain, 2, p. 380.

VII– VIII
Colquhoun’s dispatch: Colquhoun to Russell, February 26, 1863, Case of Great Brit-
ain, 2, p. 367. Sa’id’s desire to keep Constantinople out of his affairs: As Bravay put it 
in his December 28, 1862, letter to Adrien (quoted in Bulloch, Secret Service, p. 280), 
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“He [Sa’id] stipulates above everything that it [the deal] not be made known that 
they [the ships] are for the Egyptian Government, for he has political reasons for 
that.” Colquhoun’s follow- up telegram: August 31, Case of Great Britain, 2, p.  396. 
Customs officials and Lairds story: Morgan to Edwards, August 29; Laird Brothers 
to Russell (care of Henry Layard, undersecretary of state), September  5, Case of 
Great Britain, 2, pp. 397, 411. Rams would not be interfered with: Russell to Adams, 
September 1, Case of Great Britain, 2, pp. 398–99. That same day, Layard confirmed 
that Russell “thinks the vessels ought to be detained” only if “sufficient evidence can 
be obtained to lead to the belief that they are intended for the Confederate States 
of America.” Otherwise, they were to be left alone. (Layard to lords commissioners, 
September 1, Case of Great Britain, 2, p. 398.)

IX
Stopping the vessels: Russell to Layard, September  3, quoted in D.  F. Krein, 
“Russell’s Decision to Retain the Laird Rams,” Civil War History, 22 (1976), no. 
2, pp.  162–63; Layard to lords commissioners, same date, Case of Great Britain, 
2, p. 403. The next day, Palmerston told Russell that he agreed (English, “Laird 
Rams,” p.  187), and the day after that, September 5, Adams angrily told Russell 
that if the Rams got out and raised the blockade “it would be superfluous in me 
to point out to your lordship that this is war” (Adams to Russell, Case of Great 
Britain, 2, pp. 408–9.) Much has been made of this letter (for example, Brooks 
Adams, “The Seizure of the Laird Rams,” Proceedings of the Massachusetts Histori-
cal Society, 45 [1911], p. 297), the claim being that it frightened Russell so much he 
immediately detained the Rams. The problem with this theory is that Russell had al-
ready decided to do so and had received Palmerston’s blessing. Explaining Adams’s 
threatening tone is a simple matter of chronology: Only on September 4 had he 
received Russell’s September 1 note saying he would not interfere with the Rams, 
the three- day difference the result of the communications lag between Scotland 
and London. Within a week, in any case, Russell and Adams understood that 
their letters had crossed. This was partly Russell’s fault. On September 4, instead 
of directly telling Adams he’d ordered the Rams’ detention, he wrote ambiguously 
that “the matter is under the serious and anxious consideration of Her Majesty’s 
Government” (Russell to Adams, Case of Great Britain, 2, p. 406). It was only on 
September 8 that Russell clarified his detention order, leading to some embarrass-
ment on Adams’s part. On September 11, Russell asked Adams not to “yield to . . . 
hasty conclusions,” while the minister, who’d been hoping Russell had forgotten 
the overheated “this is war” line, denied that he had ever threatened hostilities 
and the foreign secretary gracefully pretended that he must have misunderstood 
Adams’s meaning. See Russell to Adams, September 11 and 25; Adams’s replies of 
September 16 and 29, Case of Great Britain, 2, pp. 415–18, 420–25, 434, 438–39, 443.
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Chapter Twelve: The Man with No Hands
I

Colquhoun to Russell, August 28, but received September 5, Case of Great Britain, 
2, pp.  409–10. Russell summarized the Colquhoun findings in a note to Adams, 
September  11, Case of Great Britain, 2, p.  416. On October  17, Russell instructed 
Colquhoun to “inquire of the Viceroy if he remembers or can ascertain at what 
date he first refused to accept Bravay’s alleged contracts.” A week later, October 24, 
Colquhoun replied that Isma’il “positively refused acceptance of any of Bravay’s 
contracts within a few days after his succession, that is to say, probably about the 
30th of January.” Telegrams, Case of Great Britain, 2, pp. 466, 479. Russell’s disbelief 
in Bravay’s story: E. Hammond to the secretary of the treasury, September 21, Case 
of Great Britain, 2, pp. 428–29.

II
W. G. Grey to Russell, September 22, enclosing Hore’s report, same date, and a copy 
of the Deed of Release, Case of Great Britain, 2, pp. 431–33. Bulloch, Secret Service, 
p. 276n, describes the secret agreement with Bravay.

III
Bulloch’s fury: Bulloch to Mallory, October 20, Official Records (Navy), 2, 2, pp. 507–11. 
Dacres’s visit: W. G. Romaine (secretary to the admiralty) to Hammond, Septem-
ber 19, and Hammond to secretary of the treasury, same date, Case of Great Britain, 
2, pp. 425–26. Lairds’ fears and reactions: Laird Brothers to Edwards, September 18, 
p. 431; Dacres to Romaine, September 20, pp. 429–30; Edwards to commissioners of 
customs, September 22, pp. 435–36, Case of Great Britain, 2.

IV
Edwards: W. G. Stewart to commissioners of customs, October  6, Case of Great 
Britain, 2, pp.  447–48. Bulloch defends Edwards in Secret Service, pp.  185–86, but 
Moran quotes Squarey, December 15, 1863, in Wallace and Gillespie (eds.), Journal 
of Benjamin Moran, 2, p.  1,246. Dudley’s intelligence: Letter to Seward, Septem-
ber 16, LCD, 25, regarding the coal, which tip he passed on to Inglefield, who told 
Commodore Ryder that he enjoyed “a system of espionage” (referring anonymously 
to Dudley), October 6, 1863, Case of Great Britain, 2, p. 445. Murphy and De Costa: 
Maguire invoice, August 28 (Dudley Papers, DU-2805), notes large payment of £5 
to Murphy; September 18 invoice (DU-2809) notes him giving £1 to “Murphy’s & 
De Costa’s men”; on the Murphys, Macilwee, The Liverpool Underworld, pp. 121–22. 
Property protection and seizure: Hamilton (treasury) to Laird Brothers, October 7; 
Romaine to Hammond, October 8; Hammond to secretary to the treasury, Octo-
ber 8; Romaine to Inglefield, October 9, Case of Great Britain, 2, pp. 448–49, 451, 453. 
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Lairds’ behavior: Inglefield to Admiralty, October 23, and to V ice- Admiral Grey, 
October 25, Case of Great Britain, 2, pp. 480, 482–83. Royal Marine beaten up: Jones, 
Confederate Rams at Birkenhead, p. 95. Dudley’s glee: Letter to Seward, October 10, 
LCD, 25.

V
Legal process: Moran, November 4 and December 5, 1863, in Wallace and Gilles-
pie (eds.), Journal of Benjamin Moran, 2, pp. 1,232–33, 1,244. Bulloch’s responses and 
negotiations: Bulloch to Mallory, September 1, October 20, December 6, 1863; Jan-
uary 6, February 17, 1864, Official Records (Navy), 2, 2, pp. 487–89, 510, 565–66, 571, 
583–86. The Laird Brothers complained about the postponements to Hamilton, 
January 25 and February 3, 1864, Case of Great Britain, 2, pp. 519–20. Commission 
to Egypt: Hammond to Hamilton, February 2, 1864, same source, p. 519. Russell’s 
thoughts on the Koran: Jones, Confederate Rams at Birkenhead, pp. 101–2. Appraisals 
and final sale: Luke to Admiral Robinson, November 6, 1863; Messrs. Rowcliffe and 
Cotterill (Bravay/Lairds solicitors) to J. Greenwood (Treasury), May 20, 1864, Case 
of Great Britain, 2, pp. 509, 528–29.

Chapter Thirteen: The Great Red God
I

N. C. Delaney, “Fight or Flee: Raphael Semmes’ Decision to Engage the Kearsarge, 
June 1864,” Journal of Confederate History, 4 (1989), pp. 15–28; Summersell, CSS Al-
abama, pp. 72–90; Merli, “Raphael Semmes and the Challenge at Cherbourg,” in 
Merli (ed. Fahey), The Alabama, British Neutrality, and the American Civil War, 
pp. 141–57. Winslow replied to a congratulatory letter from Dudley, June 24, 1864, 
DU-4456, Dudley Papers.

II
Hassler, “How the Confederates Controlled Blockade Running,” pp.  47–49; 
Scharf, History of the Confederate Navy, pp. 483–85; Wise, Lifeline of the Confeder-
acy, pp. 196, 198, and Appendix 22, pp. 285–328; E. C. Coddington, “The Activities 
and Attitudes of a Confederate Business Man: Gazaway B. Lamar,” Journal of 
Southern History, 9 (1943), pp.  30–32. Bulloch’s runners: Wardle, “Mersey- Built 
Blockade Runners,” pp.  183–85; see also Dudley’s detailed summary to Seward, 
January 17, 1865, LCD, 30.

III
Depositions of John Ellison, Thomas Everall, George Kelly, October 29, 1864, and 
John Wilson and John Hercus, no date, Treaty of Washington (1872), 1, pp. 375–80; 
Consul Grattan (in Tenerife) to Russell, October 30, 1863, pp. 374–75; W. C. Whittle 
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Jr. (eds. D. A. Harris and A. B. Harris), The Voyage of the CSS Shenandoah: A Memo-
rable Cruise (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2005), pp. 11–13.

IV
South’s expectations: A. Brettle’s important article, “Confederate Imaginations with 
the Federals in the Postwar Order,” Civil War History, 65 (2019), no.  1, pp. 43–72. 
Loan: Brown and Burdekin, “Turning Points in the Civil War,” pp. 218, 224, Fig. 1. 
Bazaar: Prioleau’s employment advertisement in the Liverpool Mercury, October 8, 
and articles, October 18, 19, 20, 22, and 24. Hotze’s reporter: The Index, October 20, 
cutting enclosed with letter, Dudley to Seward, October 22, LCD, 29. Dudley’s com-
ment on the bazaar is in Dudley to Seward, October  24. Bazaar’s proceeds and 
Prioleau: Hughes, “Liverpool and the Confederate States,” pp. 278–301.

V
Florida capture: Morning Chronicle, November 2, 1864. Bulloch’s outrage at the ille-
gal “assassination” of the Florida is fully expressed in Secret Service, pp. 125–59, where 
he reprints the relevant military and diplomatic correspondence. Erlanger Loan: 
Hall, “Liverpool Cotton Market and the American Civil War,” pp. 162–63; Brown 
and Burdekin, “Turning Points in the Civil War,” Fig. 1, p. 224. Reaction to Prioleau: 
Liverpool Mercury, December 22 (Seward’s refusal) and 23 (Seward to Adams), as 
well as Dudley to Seward, December 24, LCD, 29.

VI
Whittle (Harris and Harris, eds.), Voyage of the CSS Shenandoah, pp. 17, 21; diary, 
December 4, 1864, pp. 82–83; June 22, 1865, p. 166; July 4, p. 173; August 2, p. 182; Ap-
pendix, pp. 215–16; Waddell, “Abstract Log of CSS Shenandoah,” in B. M. Thomsen 
(ed.), Blue and Gray at Sea: Naval Memoirs of the Civil War (New York: Tom Doherty 
Associates, 2003), p. 287. Arrival in Liverpool: “The Confederate Cruiser Shenandoah 
in the Mersey,” November 7; “The Shenandoah— Parole of the Crew,” November 9; 
“The Shenandoah,” November  10; “The Vessel Handed Over to the Americans,” 
November 11; “Departure from the Mersey of the Ex- Confederate Cruiser Shenan-
doah,” November 22, Liverpool Mercury. See also Bulloch, Secret Service, p. 429, and 
Kinnaman, Captain Bulloch, p. 406.

Chapter Fourteen: Retribution
I

Settlement: Memorandum of Agreement, November 6, 1866; Morse to Seward, No-
vember 10 and 17; Morse to Dudley, November 13; Dudley to Seward, November 14; 
Dudley to Morse, November  15, pp.  15–16, enclosed in letter to Seward, Novem-
ber 16; Gibbs to Dudley, November 19; Morse to Seward, November 28, Executive 
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Documents (House of Representatives), 39th Congress, Second Session (Washington, 
DC: Government Printing Office, 1867), 10, pp.  5–19, 29–30, 39–40. Seward’s de-
cision: Telegram, November  29; Adams to Seward, December  1; Seward to Ad-
ams, January 4, 1867; Seward to Isaac Redfield (special consul), January 12, Executive 
Documents, pp.  19–20, 46–47, 47–49. Adams sides with Dudley: Adams to Morse, 
November 23, 1866, in Freeman Harlow Morse Papers, Western Reserve Historical 
Society. Postwar fall: Farley, “‘ The Manners of a Prince,’ ” p. 25; Wilson, Historical 
Sketch of the Prioleau Family, pp. 32–33; Anon. (ed.), Civil War and the Confederacy: 
The Business Records of Fraser, Trenholm & Company of Liverpool, listing of letters.

II
Moran- Hudson episode: Diary, October 21 and November 18, 1865, “Diary of Benja-
min Moran, 1860–1868,” Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 48 (1914–15), 
pp. 481, 483; Long, In the Shadow of the Alabama, pp. 148, 151–54, 158–64, contains the 
fullest examination. Buckley’s speculations were revealed in “The Rebel Loan,” New 
York Times, December 9, 1865, noting that he purchased two hundred bonds. The ma-
jority of investors bought between five and twenty. Even Prioleau bought only forty.

III
T. Bingham, “The Alabama Claims Arbitration,” International and Comparative 
Law Quarterly, 54 (2005), no. 1, pp. 1–25.

IV
Yonge: Yonge to Dudley, January 18, 1864, Dudley Papers, DU-4497; Yonge (alias 
“J. Edwards Davies”) to Dudley, November 20, 1864, DU-4505. Regarding Yonge’s 
move to Alabama, this is speculative. In a notice in the Opelika Weekly Era and Whig 
on March 31, 1871, he— or a completely different “Clarence R. Yonge”— advertised 
his services as an “Architect,” by which he meant house contractor. Perhaps the 
business did not do so well, for seven years later in the Opelika Times (March 1, 1878) 
we find the same individual announcing that he “is now prepared to do any and all 
kinds of painting at prices to suit the times.” Dudley’s later career and death: Dyer, 
“Thomas H. Dudley,” pp. 412–13; Potts, “Biographical Sketch,” pp. 124–25.

V
Bulloch’s postwar life: Wilson and McKay, James D. Bulloch, pp. 225–74. For Bull-
och’s attachment to the “Lost Cause,” see the review of his book in the New York 
Times, “The Anglo- Confederate Cruisers,” November 7, 1883, which noted its end-
less “general excursions on the Southern cause” that must be “accepted as those of 
a sincere adherent and admirer of the lost cause.” See also T. Roosevelt, The Naval 
War of 1812; or The History of the United States Navy During the Last War with Great 
Britain (New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1882), p. vii, for dedicatory note.
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