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The Books in the Book

I HAVE SPENT A lot of time slinging names and titles at you, and
you have been really good sports about it. But I figure you don’t
really want to slog back through all those pages to find a book
you want to check out further. Sound about right? So, here’s
the list, brought to you by the best of my limited abilities. I have
limited the list to those I actually discuss, if only for a couple of
sentences. There are quite a few others that only make cameo ap-
pearances and so would merely clutter this list; for those, please
check the index.

Newspapers also make appearances here, especially the New
York Times, Washington Post, USA Today, the Dayton Daily News,
and the Lansing State Journal. 1 hope, despite signs to the con-
trary, that daily papers will continue to play a significant role in
the cultural life of our country. So, too, with magazines, whose
numbers have dwindled precipitously in my lifetime, disastrously
during my adulthood. There are only a handful of general in-
terest magazines left, yet those—7he New Yorker, The Atlantic,
The New Republic, Harper’s, Vanity Fair among them—remain
an important home for serious, muscular journalism. Periodicals
have long been the lifeblood of our national discussion, places
for more than sound bites and snarky one-liners. If they should

vanish, I fear for the republic.
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