
HOLLY 
WOOD
T H E  O R A L  H I S T O R Y

JEANINE BASINGER 
and SAM WASSON

HARPER

An Imprint of HarperCollinsPublishers



hollywood: the oral history. Copyright © 2022 by Jeanine 
Basinger and Sam Wasson. All rights reserved. Printed in the 
United States of America. No part of this book may be used 
or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written 

permission except in the case of brief quotations embodied 
in critical articles and reviews. For information, address 

HarperCollins Publishers, 195 Broadway, New York, NY 10007.

HarperCollins books may be purchased for educational, business, 
or sales promotional use. For information, please email the 

Special Markets Department at SPsales@harpercollins.com.

first edition

Designed by Nancy Singer

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data has been applied for.

ISBN 978-0-06-305694-7

22  23  24  25  26    lsc    10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1



3

T H E  S P E A K E R S

JJ Abrams, director, producer, writer
Ken Adam, art director
Robert Aldrich, director, producer
Scott Alexander, writer, producer
Dede Allen, editor
Robert Altman, director, producer, 

writer
Preston Ames, art director
Paul Thomas Anderson, director, 

producer, writer
Julie Andrews, actress
David Ansen, critic
Sam Arkoff, producer
Hal Ashby, director, editor
Gertrude Astor, actress
Sean Baker, director, producer, 

writer, editor
Lucille Ball, actress
Nira Barab, actress, director
Warren Beatty, actor, producer, 

director, writer
William Beaudine, director
Rudy Behlmer, film historian
Lawrence Bender, producer
Ben Benjamin, agent
Jack Benny, actor
Pandro Berman, producer, studio 

executive

Elmer Bernstein, composer
Bernardo Bertolucci, director, 

writer, producer
Kathryn Bigelow, director, producer, 

writer
Henry Blanke, producer
Jason Blum, producer
Budd Boetticher, director, writer
Peter Bogdanovich, director, writer, 

producer, film historian
Margaret Booth, editor
Robert Boyle, art director
John Brahm, director
Mel Brooks, director, producer, 

writer
Richard Brooks, director, producer, 

writer
David Brown, producer
Jerry Bruckheimer, producer
Charles Burnett, director, producer, 

writer
Michael Caine, actor
Ridgeway Callow, assistant director
Donn Cambern, editor
James Cameron, director, producer, 

writer
Dyan Cannon, actress
Marie Cantin, executive producer
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Mark Canton, producer, studio 
executive

Frank Capra, director, producer, 
writer

Teete Carle, publicist
Leslie Caron, actress
Diahann Carroll, actress
John Cassavetes, director, producer, 

writer, actor
Charles Champlin, journalist, critic
David Chasman, studio executive
David Chierichetti, costume 

designer, film historian
Caldecot Chubb, producer
Michael Cimino, director, producer, 

writer
Shirley Clarke, director
George Clooney, director, actor, 

producer, writer
Anne V. Coates, editor
Merian C. Cooper, producer, 

director
Roger Corman, producer, director, 

writer
Stanley Cortez, director of 

photography
Sherrill Corwin, exhibitor
Joel Cox, editor
John Cromwell, director
Floyd Crosby, director of 

photography
Cameron Crowe, director, producer, 

writer
George Cukor, director, producer
Frank Darabont, director, producer, 

writer
Bette Davis, actress

Olivia de Havilland, actress
Bruce Dern, actor
I. A. L. Diamond, writer
Denise Di Novi, producer
Edward Dmytryk, director
Stanley Donen, director, producer
Gordon Douglas, director
Melvyn Douglas, actor
Philip Dunne, writer, producer
Minta Durfee, actress
Alan Dwan, director
Clint Eastwood, director, actor, 

producer, composer
Blake Edwards, director, producer, 

writer
Harlan Ellison, writer
Robert Evans, studio executive, 

producer
Peter Falk, actor
Jon Favreau, director, producer, 

writer, actor
Paul Feig, actor, director, producer, 

writer
Verna Fields, editor
Lucy Fisher, studio executive, 

producer
George Folsey, director of 

photography
Henry Fonda, actor
Jane Fonda, actress
Carl Foreman, writer
Sidney Franklin, director, producer
Mike Frankovich, studio executive, 

producer
Arthur Freed, producer, songwriter
Morgan Freeman, actor
Friz Freleng, cartoonist
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William Friedkin, director, producer, 
writer

Sam Fuller, director, producer, writer
Lee Garmes, director of photography
Tay Garnett, director
Bob Gazzale, American Film Institute 

president
Larry Gelbart, writer
Hoot Gibson, actor
Lillian Gish, actress
Richard Gladstein, producer
Jeff Goldblum, actor
Lawrence Gordon, producer
Lee Grant, actress, director
Brian Grazer, producer
Johnny Green, composer, conductor, 

music director
Peter Guber, studio executive, 

producer
Conrad Hall, director of photography
Tom Hanks, actor, producer, 

director, writer
Aljean Harmetz, journalist
Curtis Harrington, director
Henry Hathaway, director
Howard Hawks, director, producer
Edith Head, costume designer
Amy Heckerling, director, producer, 

writer
Jerome Hellman, producer
Buck Henry, writer, actor, director
Jim Henson, director, producer, 

writer, puppeteer
Katharine Hepburn, actress
Charlton Heston, actor
Charles Higham, film historian
George Roy Hill, director

Arthur Hiller, director
Alfred Hitchcock, director, 

producer, writer
Dustin Hoffman, actor
Dennis Hopper, actor, director, 

writer
Harry Horner, art director
Ron Howard, director, actor, 

producer
James Wong Howe, director of 

photography
Gale Ann Hurd, producer
John Huston, director, producer, 

actor, writer
Nessa Hyams, casting director
Rick Ingersoll, office boy, publicist
Paul Ivano, director of photography
James Ivory, director, writer, 

producer
Honore Janney, script timer
Nunnally Johnson, writer, producer, 

director
Neil Jordan, director, producer, 

writer
Stan Kamen, agent
Fay Kanin, writer
Bronislau Kaper, composer
Larry Karaszewski, writer, producer
Jeffrey Katzenberg, studio executive
Elia Kazan, director, producer, writer, 

actor
Diane Keaton, actress
Harvey Keitel, actor
Gene Kelly, actor, choreographer, 

director
Kathleen Kennedy, producer, studio 

executive
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Henry King, director
Arthur Knight, film historian
Don Knox, film historian
Howard W. Koch, producer, studio 

executive
Arnold Kopelson, producer
László Kovács, director of 

photography
Stanley Kramer, producer, director, 

writer
Milton Krasner, director of 

photography
Richard LaGravenese, writer, 

director
Gavin Lambert, writer, critic
Jon Landau, producer
John Landis, director, producer, 

writer
Fritz Lang, director, producer
Sherry Lansing, studio executive, 

producer
Alex Lasker, writer
John Lasseter, director, producer, 

writer, studio executive
David Lean, director, producer, 

writer
Alfred Lebovitz, camera operator
Spike Lee, director, producer, writer, 

actor
Mitchell Leisen, director, producer, 

costume designer
Charles LeMaire, costume designer
Jack Lemmon, actor
Mervyn LeRoy, director, producer
Joseph E. Levine, producer
Barry Levinson, director, producer, 

writer

Jerry Lewis, director, producer, 
writer, actor

Lynne Littman, director
Harold Lloyd, actor
Norman Lloyd, actor
Joseph Losey, director, producer, 

writer
Jean Louis, costume designer
David Lynch, director, producer, 

writer
Barré Lyndon, writer
Adrian Lyne, director
Ranald MacDougall, writer
Shirley MacLaine, actress
Rouben Mamoulian, director, 

producer
Abby Mann, writer
Daniel Mann, director
Michael Mann, director, producer, 

writer
Frank Marshall, producer, director
Garry Marshall, director, producer, 

writer, actor
Penny Marshall, director, producer, 

writer, actress
Mardik Martin, writer
Sam Marx, writer
Paul Mazursky, director, producer, 

writer, actor
Leo McCarey, director, producer, 

writer
John McTiernan, director, producer
Mike Medavoy, studio executive, 

producer, agent
Daniel Melnick, studio executive, 

producer
Sue Mengers, agent
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Ismail Merchant, producer
Lewis Milestone, director, producer
Anthony Minghella, director, 

producer, writer
Vincente Minnelli, director, producer
Hal Mohr, director of photography
A. D. Murphy, journalist
Marcia Nasatir, studio executive, 

producer
David Newman, writer
Mike Nichols, director, producer, 

actor
Jack Nicholson, actor, director, 

writer
Alex North, composer
Lynda Obst, producer
Barrie Osborne, producer
Michael Ovitz, agent
Al Pacino, actor
Alan Pakula, director, producer, 

writer
Alexander Payne, director, producer, 

writer
Gregory Peck, actor
Jordan Peele, director, producer, 

writer, actor
Oren Peli, producer, writer, director
Arthur Penn, director, producer
Eleanor Perry, writer
Jon Peters, producer, studio 

executive
Julia Phillips, producer
Michael Phillips, producer
David Picker, studio executive, 

producer
Frank Pierson, writer, director
Eric Pleskow, studio executive

Walter Plunkett, costume designer
Sidney Poitier, actor, director
Roman Polanski, director, writer, 

producer, actor
Sydney Pollack, director, producer, 

actor
Tom Pollock, studio executive, lawyer
Abraham Polonsky, director, writer
István Poór, director
Edward Pressman, producer
John Ptak, agent
David Puttnam, producer, studio 

executive
Mario Puzo, writer
Anthony Quinn, actor
Bob Rafelson, director, producer, 

writer
David Raksin, composer
Irving Rapper, director
Rob Reiner, director, producer, 

writer, actor
Walter Reisch, writer
Ray Rennahan, director of 

photography
Thomas Rickman, writer
Owen Roizman, director of 

photography
Robert Rosen, educator, film 

historian
Lee Rosenberg, film agent
Leonard Rosenman, composer
Hal Rosson, director of photography
Al Ruddy, producer
Alan Rudolph, director, producer, 

writer
Richard Rush, director, producer, 

writer
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David O. Russell, director, producer, 
writer

Ann Rutherford, actress
Joseph Ruttenberg, director of 

photography
Gary Rydstrom, rerecording mixer, 

sound designer
Adela Rogers St. Johns, writer
Waldo Salt, writer
Andrew Sarris, critic
Dore Schary, producer, studio 

executive, writer
Maximilian Schell, actor
Richard Schickel, critic, director, 

producer, film historian
John Schlesinger, director
Paul Schrader, director, producer, 

writer, critic
Budd Schulberg, writer
Howard Schwartz, director of 

photography
Martin Scorsese, director, producer, 

writer, film historian
George Seaton, director, producer, 

writer
John Seitz, director of photography
Irene Mayer Selznick, daughter 

of Louis B. Mayer, Broadway 
producer

Joyce Selznick, casting director
Irene Sharaff, costume designer
Hannah Sheeld, script girl
Sidney Sheldon, writer
Vincent Sherman, director
Geoffrey Shurlock, Production Code 

director
Joel Silver, producer

Don Simpson, producer
John Singleton, director, producer, 

writer
Stacey Snider, studio executive
Steven Soderbergh, director, 

producer, writer, director of 
photography, editor

Steven Spielberg, director, producer, 
writer

Lynn Stalmaster, casting director
Donald Ogden Stewart, writer
Vittorio Storaro, director of 

photography
Meryl Streep, actress
Barbra Streisand, actress, director, 

producer, writer, composer, 
songwriter

Howard Strickling, publicist
Karl Struss, director of photography
Gordon Stulberg, studio executive, 

lawyer
H. N. Swanson, agent
Anthea Sylbert, costume designer
Richard Sylbert, art director
Ned Tanen, studio executive, 

producer
Quentin Tarantino, director, writer, 

producer
Norman Taurog, director
Ella Taylor, journalist
Joan Tewkesbury, writer, director
Richard Thorpe, director
Emily Torchia, publicist
Robert Towne, writer, director, 

producer
François Truffaut, director, writer, 

producer
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Dalton Trumbo, writer
Camille Tucker, writer
Kenneth Turan, critic
Larry Turman, producer
William Tuttle, makeup artist
Harry Ufland, agent, producer
Jack Valenti, Motion Picture 

Association of America  
president

Toni Vellani, producer, AFI 
conservatory director

Gore Vidal, writer
King Vidor, director, producer
Paula Wagner, studio executive, 

producer, agent
Robert Wagner, actor
Hal Wallis, producer, studio executive
Raoul Walsh, director, producer
Harry Warren, songwriter
Michael Wayne, son of John Wayne, 

producer
Lawrence Weingarten, producer
Eric Weissmann, lawyer
Gareth Wigan, studio executive, 

producer, agent

Crane Wilbur, actor, writer
Billy Wilder, director, writer, 

producer
John Williams, composer
Irwin Winkler, producer
Robert Wise, director, producer, 

editor
Natalie Wood, actress
Stephen Woolley, producer
Fay Wray, actress
William Wyler, director, producer
Frank Yablans, studio executive, 

producer
Saul Zaentz, producer
Steven Zaillian, writer, director, 

producer
Richard Zanuck, studio executive, 

producer
Robert Zemeckis, director, 

producer, writer
Fred Zinnemann, director, producer
Laura Ziskin, producer, studio 

executive
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Bob Gazzale, who said yes and we love him for it.
Thank you to the AFI for giving us full access to their copyrighted 

material.
Our agent, David Halpern, who took care of us. Our editor, Noah 

Eaker, who was undaunted by the enormity of the challenge.
Also at HarperCollins: Edie Astley, Katherine Beitner, Milan Bozic, 

Mary Gaule, and Nancy Singer.
At the Robbins Office: Kathy Robbins, Rick Pappas, and Janet Oshiro.
AFI librarian Emily Wittenberg, who found what we needed. Rob 

Jahrling, who was an enormous help.
For their counsel, our friends Leonard Maltin, Brandon Millan, Ben 

Model, and Lou Valentino.
And all those who conducted the interviews used in this book and 

the interviewees themselves. Without them, this history of the real Holly-
wood could never exist.
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