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Exman, “Individual and Group Experiences,” in Proceedings of Two 
Conferences on Parapsychology and Pharmacology (New York: Para-
psychology Foundation, 1961), 10–13. There are additional scattered 
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“The Commodification of William James: The Book Business and 
the Rise of Liberal Spirituality in the Twentieth- Century United 
States,” in Religion and the Marketplace in the United States, eds. Jan 
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3. “Denison Almost Free from Influenza,” The Denisonian, October 18, 
1918, 1; Editor’s note, The Denisonian, October 25, 1918, 1.

4. Exman, “The Most Unforgettable Character I’ve Met,” draft of 
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6. Denison College, The Adytum (Granville, OH: 1922), 49; J. W. Decker 
to Exman, November 15, 1921, Exman Archive.

7. Leslie B. Moss to Exman, April 7, 1923, Exman Archive.

8. Harold Exman to Eugene Exman, April 16, 1923, and Mary Etta Exman 
to Eugene Exman, April 23, 1923, both in Exman Archive. Exman’s 
mother was not a standard speller. In this letter she spelled maybe 
“maby” and interfere “interfear.” Throughout this book, unorthodox 
spellings have been silently corrected.

9. Kenneth Latourette to Exman, May 29, 1923, Exman Archive.

10. Johnnie Lechner to Exman, February 23, 1922, Exman Archive.

GodtheBestseller_enhancement_r1.indd   9GodtheBestseller_enhancement_r1.indd   9 1/27/23   11:47 AM1/27/23   11:47 AM



10

11. John Calvin Siler, “Modernism,” in The Union Seminary Review 36, 
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The Perennial Philosophy had popularized mystical experiences as the 
common foundation on which all the world’s religions were built. In 
that article, Huxley quoted William James approvingly.

27. William James to Miss Frances R. Morse, in William James, The Letters of 
William James, Volume II, ed. Henry James (Boston: Atlantic Monthly 
Press, 1920), 127; James, Varieties, 31.

28. William James to Henry W. Rankin, June 16, 1901, quoted in Robert 
D. Richardson, William James: In the Maelstrom of American Modernism 
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006), 406.
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30. Hedstrom, “The Commodification of William James”; “Digest of Mr. 
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32. Catherine L. Albanese, A Republic of Mind and Spirit: A Cultural 
History of American Metaphysical Religion (New Haven, CT: Yale 
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35. On this history, see Leigh Eric Schmidt, Restless Souls: The Making of 
American Spirituality (New York: HarperOne, 2005).

36. For the sources of this account of Exman’s road to Blanchester experi-
ence, see Endnote 1 under “Prologue: A Graveyard Epiphany.”
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and Other Special Things (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 
2009); and Revelatory Events: Three Case Studies of the Emergence of 
New Spiritual Paths (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2016).

38. Both Leigh Eric Schmidt and Matthew Hedstrom take on these 
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not least through the publishing of books. See Schmidt, Restless 
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39. Exman, “Week- End Retreat, Rye, New York, May, 1967,” transcript, 
Exman Archive.
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Exman Archive.
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/harry- emerson- fosdick. The TIME quote is from Rabbi Stephen Wise.

GodtheBestseller_enhancement_r1.indd   12GodtheBestseller_enhancement_r1.indd   12 1/27/23   11:47 AM1/27/23   11:47 AM



13

2. Fosdick to Exman, February 10, 1953; Exman, “My Experience with 
H.E.F.,” autobiographical fragment; Exman, “The Most Unforgettable 
Character I’ve Met,” article draft, all in Exman Archive. Also in Exman 
Archive, see “Books by Harry Emerson Fosdick Published by Harper 
& Brothers under EE’s Editorship— since 1928,” which lists these six-
teen books: As I See Religion (1932); The Hope of the World (1933); 
The Secret of Victorious Living (1934); The Power to See It Through 
(1935); Successful Christian Living (1937); A Guide to Understanding 
the Bible (1938); Living Under Tension (1941); On Being a Real Person 
(1943); A Great Time to Be Alive (1944); On Being Fit to Live With 
(1946); The Man From Nazareth (1949); A Faith for Tough Times 
(1952); What Is Vital in Religion (1955); The Living of These Days 
(1956); Riverside Sermons (1958); and A Book of Public Prayers (1959). 
A seventeenth followed: Dear Dr. Brown: Letters to a Person Perplexed 
About Religion (1961). Fosdick also contributed to many other books 
on Exman’s list. For example, he wrote a chapter in Louis Finkelstein, 
ed., American Spiritual Autobiographies: Fifteen Self- Portraits (New 
York: Harper, 1948), and the introduction to Benson Y. Landis,  
A Rauschenbusch Reader (New York: Harper, 1957).

3. Exman to Sunny, January 31, 1929; Exman to Sunny, January 30, 1929; 
Exman to Sunny, February 2, 1929, all in Exman Archive.

4. Exman to Sunny, February 28, 1929; Exman to Sunny, February 12, 
1929, both in Exman Archive.

5. Mrs. Miller to Sunny, October 12, 1930, Exman Archive.
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