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Prologue: A Graveyard Epiphany
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Middlebury, Vermont: “An Experimental College,” handwritten auto-
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script sent to Gerald Heard, August 1942; and “Week-End Retreat, 
Rye, New York, May, 1967,” transcript. The fifth source is Eugene 
Exman, “Individual and Group Experiences,” in Proceedings of Two 
Conferences on Parapsychology and Pharmacology (New York: Para-
psychology Foundation, 1961), 10–13. There are additional scattered 
references to this experience in Exman’s correspondence.

2.	Exman baptismal certificate, Exman Archive.

3.	Exman, “An Experimental College,” Exman Archive.

Preface

1.	Patricia Holt, “Harper’s Spiritual Quest,” San Francisco Chronicle, 
June 2, 1991, Sunday Review, 1, quoted in Matthew S. Hedstrom, 
“The Commodification of William James: The Book Business and 
the Rise of Liberal Spirituality in the Twentieth-Century United 
States,” in Religion and the Marketplace in the United States, eds. Jan 
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Stievermann, Philip Goff, and Detlef Junker (New York: Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 2015), 128; Clayton Carlson, “In the Beginning: A Note 
from Our Founding Publisher,” News and Pews from HarperOne, 
September 27, 2017, https://newsandpews.com/in-the-beginning-a 
-note-from-our-founding-publisher/.

2.	Matthew S. Hedstrom, The Rise of Liberal Religion: Book Culture and 
American Spirituality in the Twentieth Century (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2013), 128, 92. See also Leigh Eric Schmidt, Restless 
Souls: The Making of American Spirituality (New York: HarperOne, 
2005), 260–61.

3.	Exman, untitled, handwritten autobiographical fragment, Exman Archive.

4.	Exman to Harry Emerson Fosdick, February 16, 1951, Exman Archive.

Introduction: Where God Walks

1.	Exman notes in “Permanent Memoranda and Addresses” folder, Exman 
Archive.

2.	Untitled autobiographical typescript regarding Exman’s early life, Exman 
Archive.

3.	“Denison Almost Free from Influenza,” The Denisonian, October 18, 
1918, 1; Editor’s note, The Denisonian, October 25, 1918, 1.

4.	Exman, “The Most Unforgettable Character I’ve Met,” draft of 
unpublished Reader’s Digest article on Fosdick, circa 1959, Exman 
Archive.

5.	Leola Davis to Exman, September 24, 1921, Exman Archive.

6.	Denison College, The Adytum (Granville, OH: 1922), 49; J. W. Decker 
to Exman, November 15, 1921, Exman Archive.

7.	Leslie B. Moss to Exman, April 7, 1923, Exman Archive.

8.	Harold Exman to Eugene Exman, April 16, 1923, and Mary Etta Exman 
to Eugene Exman, April 23, 1923, both in Exman Archive. Exman’s 
mother was not a standard speller. In this letter she spelled maybe 
“maby” and interfere “interfear.” Throughout this book, unorthodox 
spellings have been silently corrected.

9.	Kenneth Latourette to Exman, May 29, 1923, Exman Archive.

10.	Johnnie Lechner to Exman, February 23, 1922, Exman Archive.
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11.	John Calvin Siler, “Modernism,” in The Union Seminary Review 36, 
no. 4 (July 1925): 351; Shailer Mathews, The Faith of Modernism (New 
York: Macmillan, 1924), 35.

12.	William R. Hutchison, The Modernist Impulse in American Protestant-
ism (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1976); John Horsch, 
Modern Religious Liberalism: The Destructiveness and Irrationality of 
the New Theology (Scottsdale, PA: Fundamental Truth Depot, 1921), 
266; Mathews, The Faith of Modernism, 103, 68.

13.	Eugene Exman to Sunny Exman, March 17, 1929, Exman Archive.

14.	Exman, “Getting Underway at Harpers,” autobiographical fragment, 
Exman Archive.

15.	Exman, “Getting Underway at Harpers,” autobiographical fragment, 
Exman Archive.

16.	Exman, “Getting Underway at Harpers,” autobiographical fragment, 
Exman Archive.

17.	Mary Rose Himler, “Religious Books as Best Sellers,” Publishers’ 
Weekly, February 19, 1927, 691; “The Religious Renaissance,” Pub-
lishers’ Weekly, February 19, 1927, 684, both quoted in Matthew S. 
Hedstrom, The Rise of Liberal Religion: Book Culture and American 
Spirituality in the Twentieth Century (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2013), 80.

18.	David A. Hollinger, “After Cloven Tongues of Fire: Ecumenical 
Protestantism and the Modern American Encounter with Diversity,” 
Journal of American History 98, no. 1 (June 2011): 21–48.

19.	Harper Religious Books & Bibles, Summer–Fall 1948, HarperCollins 
Archive, New York, New York. The book was Margueritte Harmon 
Bro’s More Than We Are (New York: Harper, 1948); William James, 
The Varieties of Religious Experience: A Study in Human Nature 
(New York: Longmans, Green, 1902), 31.

20.	Mathews, The Faith of Modernism, 270.

21.	See Robert T. Handy, “The American Religious Depression, 
1925–1935,” Church History 29, no. 1 (March 1960): 3–16; Harper 
religious book department account pages, Exman Archive. On 
book sales declines, see Matthew Hedstrom, “The Commodifica-
tion of William James: The Book Business and the Rise of Liberal 
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Spirituality in the Twentieth-Century United States,” in Religion 
and the Marketplace in the United States, ed. Jan Stievermann, 
Philip Goff, and Detlef Junker (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2015), 130–33.

22.	Judy Exman to Sunny Exman, February 2, 1958, Exman Archive; 
Martin Gardner, Fads and Fallacies in the Name of Science (New York: 
Dover, 1986), front cover, 204, 186.

23.	Judy Exman to Sunny Exman, February 2, 1959, Exman Archive.

24.	Eugene Exman to Judy Exman, February 16, 1959, Exman Archive.

25.	Eugene Exman to Judy Exman, February 16, 1959, Exman Archive.

26.	Eugene Exman to Judy Exman, February 16, 1959, Exman Archive. 
Exman attached to this letter a clipping from Aldous Huxley, whose 
The Perennial Philosophy had popularized mystical experiences as the 
common foundation on which all the world’s religions were built. In 
that article, Huxley quoted William James approvingly.

27.	William James to Miss Frances R. Morse, in William James, The Letters of 
William James, Volume II, ed. Henry James (Boston: Atlantic Monthly 
Press, 1920), 127; James, Varieties, 31.

28.	William James to Henry W. Rankin, June 16, 1901, quoted in Robert 
D. Richardson, William James: In the Maelstrom of American Modernism 
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006), 406.

29.	James, Varieties, 419.

30.	Hedstrom, “The Commodification of William James”; “Digest of Mr. 
Exman’s Speech at the ATLA Conference,” Union Seminary, June 16, 
1955, Exman Archive.

31.	“Wives of College Presidents Agree Life Has Its Thorns and Theirs Is 
No Easy Job,” New York Times, January 12, 1949, 25.

32.	Catherine L. Albanese, A Republic of Mind and Spirit: A Cultural 
History of American Metaphysical Religion (New Haven, CT: Yale 
University Press, 2007); William James, “The Pragmatic Method,” 
The Journal of Philosophy 1, no. 25 (December 8, 1904): 682.

33.	Margueritte Bro to Exman, December 17, 1949, Exman Archive.

34.	Wallace Exman interview, April 2, 2016; Exman to Bro, November 13, 
1946, Exman Archive.
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35.	On this history, see Leigh Eric Schmidt, Restless Souls: The Making of 
American Spirituality (New York: HarperOne, 2005).

36.	For the sources of this account of Exman’s road to Blanchester experi-
ence, see Endnote 1 under “Prologue: A Graveyard Epiphany.”

37.	Regarding this and other “revelatory events,” I have learned much 
from Ann Taves, whose investigations into these uncanny experiences 
are deeply informed by wide reading in both religious history and the 
cognitive science of religion. See, especially, her Religious Experience 
Reconsidered: A Building-Block Approach to the Study of Religion 
and Other Special Things (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 
2009); and Revelatory Events: Three Case Studies of the Emergence of 
New Spiritual Paths (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2016).

38.	Both Leigh Eric Schmidt and Matthew Hedstrom take on these 
stereotypes by taking seekers seriously, and by noting their many 
contributions to American religion and culture. Schmidt argues that 
seekers have typically been socially and politically engaged, and as 
such offer an important antidote to the religious right. Hedstrom 
observes how liberal Protestants, while seemingly in decline, have 
scored a “cultural victory” by spreading “spiritual cosmopolitan” 
well beyond the church pews of liberal Protestant denominations, 
not least through the publishing of books. See Schmidt, Restless 
Souls; Hedstrom, The Rise of Liberal Religion.

39.	Exman, “Week-End Retreat, Rye, New York, May, 1967,” transcript, 
Exman Archive.

40.	Exman, “Week-End Retreat, Rye, New York, May, 1967,” transcript, 
Exman Archive.

41.	Exman, autobiographical fragment on Thakur, Exman Archive.

Chapter 1: America’s Pastor Harry Emerson Fosdick and the 
Religion of Experience

1.	“Religion: At Geneva,” TIME, September 21, 1925, https://content 
.time.com/time/subscriber/article/0,33009,721121,00.html; Martin 
Luther King Jr. to Harry Emerson Fosdick, November 17, 1958, 
Martin Luther King Jr. Research and Education Institute, Stanford 
University, https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents 
/harry-emerson-fosdick. The TIME quote is from Rabbi Stephen Wise.
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Exman to Sunny, February 2, 1929, all in Exman Archive.

4.	Exman to Sunny, February 28, 1929; Exman to Sunny, February 12, 
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5.	Mrs. Miller to Sunny, October 12, 1930, Exman Archive.

6.	Harry Emerson Fosdick, The Living of These Days (New York: 
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7.	Transcript of Exman/Fosdick interview, Wisdom, NBC television, 
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