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Prologue: A Graveyard Epiphany
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Middlebury, Vermont: “An Experimental College,” handwritten auto-
biographical fragment; untitled, single-page, handwritten account of
his Blanchester graveyard experience; untitled autobiographical type-
script sent to Gerald Heard, August 1942; and “Week-End Retreat,
Rye, New York, May, 1967,” transcript. The fifth source is Eugene
Exman, “Individual and Group Experiences,” in Proceedings of Two
Conferences on Parapsychology and Pharmacology (New York: Para-
psychology Foundation, 1961), 10-13. There are additional scattered
references to this experience in Exman’s correspondence.

2. Exman baptismal certificate, Exman Archive.

3. Exman, “An Experimental College,” Exman Archive.

Preface

1. Patricia Holt, “Harper’s Spiritual Quest,” San Francisco Chronicle,
June 2, 1991, Sunday Review, 1, quoted in Matthew S. Hedstrom,
“The Commodification of William James: The Book Business and
the Rise of Liberal Spirituality in the Twentieth-Century United
States,” in Religion and the Marketplace in the United States, eds. Jan
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Stievermann, Philip Goff, and Detlef Junker (New York: Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 2015), 128; Clayton Carlson, “In the Beginning: A Note
from Our Founding Publisher,” News and Pews from HarperOne,
September 27, 2017, https://newsandpews.com/in-the-beginning-a
-note-from-our-founding-publisher/.

. Matthew S. Hedstrom, The Rise of Liberal Religion: Book Culture and
American Spirituality in the Twentieth Century (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2013), 128, 92. See also Leigh Eric Schmidt, Restless
Souls: The Making of American Spirituality (New York: HarperOne,
2005), 260-61.

. Exman, untitled, handwritten autobiographical fragment, Exman Archive.

. Exman to Harry Emerson Fosdick, February 16, 1951, Exman Archive.

Introduction: Where God Walks

1.

10

Exman notes in “Permanent Memoranda and Addresses” folder, Exman
Archive.

. Untitled autobiographical typescript regarding Exman’s early life, Exman
Archive.

. “Denison Almost Free from Influenza,” The Denisonian, October 18,
1918, 1; Editor’s note, The Denisonian, October 25, 1918, 1.

. Exman, “The Most Unforgettable Character I’'ve Met,” draft of
unpublished Reader’s Digest article on Fosdick, circa 1959, Exman
Archive.

. Leola Davis to Exman, September 24, 1921, Exman Archive.

. Denison College, The Adytum (Granville, OH: 1922), 49; J. W. Decker
to Exman, November 15, 1921, Exman Archive.

. Leslie B. Moss to Exman, April 7, 1923, Exman Archive.

. Harold Exman to Eugene Exman, April 16, 1923, and Mary Etta Exman
to Eugene Exman, April 23, 1923, both in Exman Archive. Exman’s
mother was not a standard speller. In this letter she spelled maybe
“maby” and interfere “interfear.” Throughout this book, unorthodox
spellings have been silently corrected.

. Kenneth Latourette to Exman, May 29, 1923, Exman Archive.

. Johnnie Lechner to Exman, February 23, 1922, Exman Archive.
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12.

13.
14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
21.

John Calvin Siler, “Modernism,” in The Union Seminary Review 36,
no. 4 (July 1925): 351; Shailer Mathews, The Faith of Modernism (New
York: Macmillan, 1924), 35.

William R. Hutchison, The Modernist Impulse in American Protestant-
ism (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1976); John Horsch,
Modern Religious Liberalism: The Destructiveness and Irrationality of
the New Theology (Scottsdale, PA: Fundamental Truth Depot, 1921),
266; Mathews, The Faith of Modernism, 103, 68.

Eugene Exman to Sunny Exman, March 17, 1929, Exman Archive.

Exman, “Getting Underway at Harpers,” autobiographical fragment,
Exman Archive.

Exman, “Getting Underway at Harpers,” autobiographical fragment,
Exman Archive.

Exman, “Getting Underway at Harpers,” autobiographical fragment,
Exman Archive.

Mary Rose Himler, “Religious Books as Best Sellers,” Publishers’
Weekly, February 19, 1927, 691; “The Religious Renaissance,” Pub-
lishers’ Weekly, February 19, 1927, 684, both quoted in Matthew S.
Hedstrom, The Rise of Liberal Religion: Book Culture and American
Spirituality in the Twentieth Century (New York: Oxford University
Press, 2013), 80.

David A. Hollinger, “After Cloven Tongues of Fire: Ecumenical
Protestantism and the Modern American Encounter with Diversity,”
Journal of American History 98, no. 1 (June 2011): 21-48.

Harper Religious Books & Bibles, Summer—Fall 1948, HarperCollins
Archive, New York, New York. The book was Margueritte Harmon
Bro’s More Than We Are (New York: Harper, 1948); William James,
The Varieties of Religions Experience: A Study in Human Nature
(New York: Longmans, Green, 1902), 31.

Mathews, The Faith of Modernism, 270.

See Robert T. Handy, “The American Religious Depression,
1925-1935,” Church History 29, no. 1 (March 1960): 3—-16; Harper
religious book department account pages, Exman Archive. On
book sales declines, see Matthew Hedstrom, “The Commodifica-
tion of William James: The Book Business and the Rise of Liberal
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32.

33.
34.
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and the Marketplace in the United States, ed. Jan Stievermann,
Philip Goff, and Detlef Junker (New York: Oxford University
Press, 2015), 130-33.

Judy Exman to Sunny Exman, February 2, 1958, Exman Archive;
Martin Gardner, Fads and Fallacies in the Name of Science (New York:
Dover, 1986), front cover, 204, 186.

Judy Exman to Sunny Exman, February 2, 1959, Exman Archive.
Eugene Exman to Judy Exman, February 16, 1959, Exman Archive.
Eugene Exman to Judy Exman, February 16, 1959, Exman Archive.

Eugene Exman to Judy Exman, February 16, 1959, Exman Archive.
Exman attached to this letter a clipping from Aldous Huxley, whose
The Perennial Philosophy had popularized mystical experiences as the
common foundation on which all the world’s religions were built. In
that article, Huxley quoted William James approvingly.

William James to Miss Frances R. Morse, in William James, The Letters of
William James, Volume 11, ed. Henry James (Boston: Atlantic Monthly
Press, 1920), 127; James, Varzeties, 31.

William James to Henry W. Rankin, June 16, 1901, quoted in Robert
D. Richardson, William James: In the Maelstrom of American Modernism
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006), 406.

James, Varieties, 419.

.«

Hedstrom, “The Commodification of William James”; “Digest of Mr.
Exman’s Speech at the ATLA Conference,” Union Seminary, June 16,
1955, Exman Archive.

“Wives of College Presidents Agree Life Has Its Thorns and Theirs Is
No Easy Job,” New York Times, January 12, 1949, 25.

Catherine L. Albanese, A Republic of Mind and Spirit: A Cultural
History of American Metaphysical Religion (New Haven, CT: Yale
University Press, 2007); William James, “The Pragmatic Method,”
The Journal of Philosophy 1, no. 25 (December 8, 1904): 682.

Margueritte Bro to Exman, December 17, 1949, Exman Archive.

Wallace Exman interview, April 2, 2016; Exman to Bro, November 13,
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35. On this history, see Leigh Eric Schmidt, Restless Souls: The Making of
American Spirituality (New York: HarperOne, 2005).

36. For the sources of this account of Exman’s road to Blanchester experi-
ence, see Endnote 1 under “Prologue: A Graveyard Epiphany.”

37. Regarding this and other “revelatory events,” I have learned much
from Ann Taves, whose investigations into these uncanny experiences
are deeply informed by wide reading in both religious history and the
cognitive science of religion. See, especially, her Religious Experience
Reconsidered: A Building-Block Approach to the Study of Religion
and Other Special Things (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,
2009); and Revelatory Events: Three Case Studies of the Emergence of
New Spiritual Paths (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2016).

38. Both Leigh Eric Schmidt and Matthew Hedstrom take on these
stereotypes by taking seekers seriously, and by noting their many
contributions to American religion and culture. Schmidt argues that
seekers have typically been socially and politically engaged, and as
such offer an important antidote to the religious right. Hedstrom
observes how liberal Protestants, while seemingly in decline, have
scored a “cultural victory” by spreading “spiritual cosmopolitan”
well beyond the church pews of liberal Protestant denominations,
not least through the publishing of books. See Schmidt, Restless
Souls; Hedstrom, The Rise of Liberal Religion.

39. Exman, “Week-End Retreat, Rye, New York, May, 1967,” transcript,
Exman Archive.

40. Exman, “Week-End Retreat, Rye, New York, May, 1967,” transcript,
Exman Archive.

41. Exman, autobiographical fragment on Thakur, Exman Archive.

Chapter 1: America’s Pastor Harry Emerson Fosdick and the
Religion of Experience

1. “Religion: At Geneva,” TIME, September 21, 1925, https://content
.time.com/time/subscriber/article/0,33009,721121,00.html; Martin
Luther King Jr. to Harry Emerson Fosdick, November 17, 1958,
Martin Luther King Jr. Research and Education Institute, Stanford

University, https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents
/harry-emerson-fosdick. The TIME quote is from Rabbi Stephen Wise.
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2. Fosdick to Exman, February 10, 1953; Exman, “My Experience with
H.E.E,” autobiographical fragment; Exman, “The Most Unforgettable
Character I've Met,” article draft, all in Exman Archive. Also in Exman
Archive, see “Books by Harry Emerson Fosdick Published by Harper
& Brothers under EE’s Editorship—since 1928,” which lists these six-
teen books: As I See Religion (1932); The Hope of the World (1933);
The Secret of Victorious Living (1934); The Power to See It Through
(1935); Successful Christian Living (1937); A Guide to Understanding
the Bible (1938); Living Under Tension (1941); On Being a Real Person
(1943); A Great Time to Be Alive (1944); On Being Fit to Live With
(1946); The Man From Nazareth (1949); A Faith for Tough Times
(1952); What Is Vital in Religion (1955); The Living of These Days
(1956); Riverside Sermons (1958); and A Book of Public Prayers (1959).
A seventeenth followed: Dear Dr. Brown: Letters to a Person Perplexed
About Religion (1961). Fosdick also contributed to many other books
on Exman’s list. For example, he wrote a chapter in Louis Finkelstein,
ed., American Spiritual Autobiographies: Fifteen Self-Portraits (New
York: Harper, 1948), and the introduction to Benson Y. Landis,

A Rauschenbusch Reader (New York: Harper, 1957).

3. Exman to Sunny, January 31, 1929; Exman to Sunny, January 30, 1929;
Exman to Sunny, February 2, 1929, all in Exman Archive.

4. Exman to Sunny, February 28, 1929; Exman to Sunny, February 12,
1929, both in Exman Archive.

5. Mrs. Miller to Sunny, October 12, 1930, Exman Archive.

6. Harry Emerson Fosdick, The Living of These Days (New York:
Harper, 1956), 36.

7. Transcript of Exman/Fosdick interview, Wisdom, NBC television,
May 1959, Exman Archive; Fosdick, Living of These Days, 52;
Fosdick, “Harry Emerson Fosdick,” in Finkelstein, ed., American
Spiritual Autobiographies, 108; Robert Moats Miller, Harry Emerson
Fosdick: Preacher, Pastor, Prophet (New York: Oxford University
Press, 1985), 40; Gary Dorrien, The Making of American Liberal
Theology: Idealism, Realism, & Modernity, 1900-1950 (Louisville,
KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2003), 359.

8. Fosdick, Living of These Days, 21314, 73.

9. Exman, “The Most Unforgettable Character I've Met,” Exman Archive.
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11.

12.

13.

14.
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20.

George M. Marsden, Understanding Fundamentalism and Evangeli-
calism (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1991), 1.

James Hudnut-Beumler, “Riverside Church and the Development of
Twentieth-Century American Protestantism,” in Peter J. Paris et al.,
The History of the Riverside Church in the City of New York (New
York: New York University Press, 2004), 14.

Harry Emerson Fosdick, “Shall the Fundamentalists Win?,” http://
historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5070/. In The Making of American Liberal
Theology: Imagining Progressive Religion, 1805—-1900 (Louisville, KY:
Westminster John Knox Press, 2001), Gary Dorrien observes that
nineteenth-century liberal Protestant theologians sought a “third way
between regnant orthodoxy and an ascending infidelism” (xiv).

Miller, Harry Emerson Fosdick, 116; Fosdick, “Shall the Fundamentalists
Win?”; Fosdick, Living of These Days, 145.

Darren Dochuk, Anointed with Oil: How Christianity and Crude
Made Modern America (New York: Basic, 2019), 12, 269; Miller,
Harry Emerson Fosdick, 159.

Fosdick, “Harry Emerson Fosdick,” in Finkelstein, ed., American
Spiritual Autobiographies, 117.

Miller, Harry Emerson Fosdick, 162—63.

“Fosdick Outlines His Liberal Church in Opening Sermon,” New
York Times, June 1, 1925, 1-2.

“1,500 Hear Fosdick at Park Av. Church,” New York Times, October
4, 1926, 18.

Robert T. Handy, “The American Religious Depression, 1925-1935,”
3-16.

Matthew Arnold, Culture and Anarchy: An Essay in Political and
Social Criticism (London: Smith, Elder, 1869), viii; Janice A. Radway,
A Feeling for Books: The Book-of-the-Month Club, Literary Taste, and
Middle-Class Desire (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
1997), 283. On middlebrow literature, see also Joan Shelley Rubin, The
Making of Middlebrow Culture (Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 1992). On middlebrow religious books, see Erin A.
Smith, What Would Jesus Read?: Popular Religious Books and Every-
day Life in Twentieth-Century America (Chapel Hill: University of
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27.
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North Carolina Press, 2015); and Matthew S. Hedstrom, The Rise of
Liberal Religion: Book Culture and American Spirituality in the Twen-
tieth Century (New York: Oxford University Press, 2013).

Radway, A Feeling for Books, 286, 283.

Exman, “Deans in My Life,” autobiographical fragment, Exman
Archive.

Exman, “Fosdick as Author,” Christian Century, May 21, 1958, 619;
Exman, “Experience with H.E.E,” autobiographical fragment, Exman

Archive.
Wallace Exman interview, November 7, 2018.

Exman, “Experience with H.E.E,” Exman Archive. In explaining

this impasse to Christian Century readers, Exman recalled receiving

a similar rebuff after asking Albert Schweitzer if he might allow a
book of his sermons to go out into the world. “No, sermons are to be
preached, not read,” Schweitzer replied. “A printed sermon is like a
beautiful, embalmed child; it is no longer alive” (Exman, “Fosdick as
Author,” Christian Century, May 21, 1958, 617).

Fosdick, As I See Religion (New York: Harper, 1932), 1, 4, 32, 33, 40.
Fosdick, As I See Religion, 148, 6, 16.
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See Christopher White, “A Measured Faith: Edwin Starbuck, William
James, and the Scientific Reform of Religious Experience,” Harvard
Theological Review 101, nos. 3—4 (2008): 432-33.

38. Fosdick, On Being a Real Person (New York: Harper, 1943), viii; Fosdick,
“Harry Emerson Fosdick,” in Finkelstein, ed., American Spiritual Auto-
biographies, 111.

39. Exman, “Experience with H.E.E,” Exman Archive.
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Harper Religious Books Spring 1943, in HarperCollins Archive.

Exman, “Books and Authors I've Known,” Christian Herald, November
1949, 89

Fosdick, On Being a Real Person, 3.

Fosdick, On Being a Real Person, x, 183; Heather Rachelle White,
Reforming Sodom: Protestants and the Rise of Gay Rights (Chapel
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2015), 15.

Fosdick, On Being a Real Person, 33, 52.
Fosdick, On Being a Real Person, 11.
Fosdick, On Being a Real Person, 252.

Transcript of Exman/Fosdick interview, Wisdom, NBC television,
May 1959, Exman Archive. It is unclear whether Fosdick got the
phrase “divine invasion” from Exman or whether Exman got it from
Fosdick, but in accounts of his mystical moment at the Blanchester
graveyard, Exman wrote of experiencing a “divine invasion.” Exman,
untitled, single-page, handwritten account of his Blanchester grave-
yard experience, Exman Archive.

W. B. Yeats, “The Second Coming,” in his The Poems: A New Edition,
ed. Richard J. Finneran (New York: Macmillan, 1983), 187. Data on the
phrase “search for meaning” comes from the Google Ngram Viewer,
https://books.google.com/ngrams.

Exman, “Search for Meaning,” Hibbert Journal 62, no. 239 (July 1962):

275-83. This essay is also published in Exman, Thomas E. Powers, and
Douglas V. Steere, Search for Meaning (Rye, NY: Wainwright House,
1961).

Ralph Waldo Emerson, “An Address,” in Nature: Addresses and
Lectures (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1904), 146; Frederick Doug-
lass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave,
Written by Himself (Boston: Anti-Slavery Office, 1845), 118, http://
utc.iath.virginia.edu/abolitn/abaufdal4t.html. The observation that
Fosdick’s personal notebooks contained forty pages of Emerson
quotes is from Dorrien, The Making of American Liberal Theology:
Idealism, Realism, & Modernity, 1900-1950, 382.

Exman, “Search for Meaning,” 279-80.
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52. See Robert Wuthnow’s useful distinction between “seek-oriented
spirituality” and “dweller-oriented spirituality” in his After Heaven:
Spirituality in America Since the 1950s (Berkeley: University of Cali-
fornia Press, 1998), 15.

53. Exman, “Search for Meaning,” 276, 278, 279, 283.

Chapter 2: Collecting Mystics in a California Commune

1. Exman to Thomas Kelly, January 4, 1941, Quaker Collection,
Haverford College Library, Haverford, PA. This letter is quoted in
Leigh Eric Schmidt, Restless Souls: The Making of American Spiritu-
ality (New York: HarperOne, 2005), 260; and Matthew S. Hedstrom,
The Rise of Liberal Religion: Book Culture and American Spiritualiry
in the Twentieth Century (New York: Oxford University Press,
2013), 108.

2. Official participants are listed in “Seminar Personnel at La Verne,”
Exman Archive. This typed and mimeographed sheet of names and
addresses is annotated in Exman’s hand with some additional names
and addresses. The twenty-five typed names also appear in a roster for
“LaVerne, CA,” in American Friends Service Committee, Annual
Report (1941), 51. They are Edna Acheson, Donald Booz, Margaret
Calbeck, Harold Chance, Rachel Davis DuBois, Eugene Exman,
Harry Farash, Denny Fouts, H. Rodney Gale, Marian B. Gale, Felix
Greene, Gerald Heard, Allan Hunter, Cora Belle Hunter, Elizabeth
Hunter, Christopher Isherwood, Denver Lindley, George Little,
Patrick Lloyd, Theodore McCrea, Lucille Nixon, William Rahill, Etta
Mae Wallace, David White, and Harold Winchester.

3. Exman, “An Experimental College,” Exman Archive; Arthur Vander-
bilt, The Best-Kept Boy in the World: The Life and Loves of Denny
Fouts (Bronx, NY: Magnus Books, 2014), 136; Christopher Isherwood,
Diaries: Volume One: 1939-1960, ed. Katherine Bucknell (New York:
HarperFlamingo, 1998), 162-63.

4. “About Gerald Heard,” GeraldHeard.com; Alison Falby, Berween the
Pigeonholes: Gerald Heard, 1889-1971 (Newcastle, UK: Cambridge
Scholars Publishing, 2008), 1.

5. Jake Poller, Aldous Huxley and Alternative Spirituality (Boston: Brill,
2019), 28, 151.
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. Gerald Heard, “Religion and the Problems of a Modern Society,”

Time and Tide 12, no. 6 (February 6, 1932): 145-46.

. Exman, “An Experimental College,” Exman Archive; Jeffrey J. Kripal,

Esalen: America and the Religion of No Religion (Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 2007), 94.

. Walter Truett Anderson, The Upstart Spring: Esalen and the Human

Potential Movement (Reading, MA: Addison-Wesley, 1983), 12; Isher-
wood, Diaries, 21-22.

. Jules Evans, “Michael Murphy on Esalen, Huxley and Alan Watts,”

Medium, December 4, 2019, https://medium.com/@julesevans/michael
-murphy-on-esalen-and-the-mystical-expats-b36a07636913; Exman,
untitled, handwritten notes from Trabuco visit, March 8, 1945, Exman
Archive.

Don Lattin, Distilled Spirits: Getting High, Then Sober, with a Famous
Writer, a Forgotten Philosopher, and a Hopeless Drunk (Berkeley: Uni-
versity of California Press, 2012), 6.

Jiddu Krishnamurti, “Truth Is a Pathless Land,” August 3, 1929,
https://jkrishnamurti.org/about-dissolution-speech.

Alan Watts, In My Own Way: An Autobiography, 1915-1965 (New
York: Pantheon, 1972), 180; Isherwood, Diaries, 143; Jake Poller, email
to author, April 5, 2022; Isherwood, Diaries, 50.

Exman, “An Experimental College,” Exman Archive. References
to this conversation in subsequent paragraphs are from this same
source.

Heard to Exman, November 26, 1940, and December 18, 1940, both
in Exman Archive. Heard continued to write about this “new syncre-
tism” in Heard to Exman, January 2, 1941, Exman Archive; and Heard
to E. M. Forster, April 10, 1942, quoted in Falby, Between the Pigeon-
holes, 106.

Isherwood, Diaries, 169; “Laverne Seminar Report,” Exman Archive.
This report was written by David White, a young pacifist who at-
tended the seminar. White refers to writing this report in a series of
letters to Exman, beginning on August 6, 1941, Exman Archive. For
example, in a September 28, 1941, letter, he told Exman that he was in
Norman, Oklahoma, “writing our report of the Seminar. Gerald wants
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23.

24.

25.

26.

27.
28.

it short, and I am having the very devil of a time shortening the six
hundred pages of notes I took to fit the mere five thousand to seventy-
five hundred words which he insists on.” On December 4, 1941, White
wrote to Exman, “I’m glad you find the report usable.”

Christopher Isherwood, “The Day at La Verne,” The Penguin New
Writing 14 (July—September 1942): 13.

Isherwood, Diaries, 164.
Isherwood, Diaries, 162.
Isherwood, Diaries, 163.

Heard, Training for the Life of the Spirit, Pamphlet No. 1 (New
York: Harper, 1941); and Heard, Training for the Life of the Spirit,
Pampbhlet No. 2 (New York: Harper, 1942). The quotes are from the
second pamphlet, 18, 55, 56. Heard pushed for the first pamphlet to
be published anonymously. “It is a joint work of all of us and it is in
praise of and emphasis on Anonymity,” he wrote to Exman on No-
vember 27, 1940 (Exman Archive), but Exman published the pam-
phlets under Heard’s name alone. In a later letter to Exman, Heard

» «

referred to “You Denver & I” having “le style collective” “when we

amalgamate in anonymity.” A marginal note on the letter, written in
Exman’s hand, refers to “our pamphlet” (Heard to Exman, March 3,
1941, Exman Archive).

“Laverne Seminar Report,” 6.
“Laverne Seminar Report,” 6.

Sunny to Exman, July 26, 1941, Exman Archive; Isherwood, Diaries,
163; Heard, Training for the Life of the Spirit, Pamphlet No. 2, 50.

Heard to Exman, January 18, 1941; and Exman to Willard Sperry,
May 4, 1946, both in Exman Archive.

Heard to Exman, February 2, 1942; April 19, 1943; March 3, 1941;
June 11, 1941, all in Exman Archive.

Heard to Exman, July 9, 1940, and December 18, 1940, both in Exman
Archive. See also Falby, Berween the Pigeonholes, 104-5.

Isherwood, Diaries, 234.
Heard to Exman, March 1, 1942, Exman Archive.
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Aldous Huxley, typed draft of contribution to leaflet, Exman Archive;
Isherwood, Diaries, 247.

Christopher Isherwood, My Guru and His Disciple (New York: Farrar,
Straus & Giroux, 1980), 96.

Exman, “An Experimental College,” and Exman to Sunny, July 20,
1942, both in Exman Archive.

Exman, “An Experimental College,” Exman Archive.

Untitled pocketbook-size ring binder, Exman Archive. See also
“Notebook on First Seminar Held at Trabuco with Gerald Heard”
(Exman Archive), which includes references on its first page to the
Upanishads and the Bhagavad Gita and defines yoga as “the path to
Realization of God.”

“Trabuco Seminar 1942,” Exman Archive.
Heard to Exman, August 25, 1942, Exman Archive.
Exman to Heard, undated autobiographical typescript, Exman Archive.

Exman to Heard, untitled autobiographical typescript, August 1942,
Exman Archive.

Trabuco (Trabuco Canyon, CA: Trabuco College, 1942), Exman
Archive. This copy is accompanied in the Exman Archive by a Sep-
tember 21, 1941, letter from Felix Greene to Exman. According to
Greene, this document was prompted by a mandate of the trustees to
“issue a leaflet as soon as we could for the people who keep asking
‘what Trabuco is all about.”” “Isherwood was a great help with it,”
said Greene, who ran off 450 copies and was planning on sending
two or three to each of the “seminarists.”

Isherwood, Diaries, 217.
“Some First Steps in Meditation,” Exman Archive.
Untitled Trabuco pamphlet, Exman Archive.

“Trabuco Pamphlet #2, Mss. By G.H. (Heard), C.I (Isherwood), A.H.
(Huxley),” Exman Archive. See also Isherwood, My Guru and His
Disciple, 96.

Lucille Nixon to Trabuco Trustees, July 14, 1943, Exman Archive;
Heard, Training for the Life of the Spirit, Pamphlet No. 2, 37; Allan
Hunter to Exman, February 14, 1945, Exman Archive.
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49.
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51.

52.

53.
54.

55.

Bro to Exman, February 16, 1945, and February 23, 1945, both in
Exman Archive; Swami Yogeshananda, “Trabuco College Tryout,”
https://www.geraldheard.com/writings-and-recollections/2017/8/2
/trabuco-college-tryout.

Bro to Exman, February 23, 1945, Exman Archive; Gerald Heard, The
Eternal Gospel (New York: Harper, 1946), 168.

Exman to Heard, March 28, 1947; and Exman to Malcolm Dana, Sep-
tember 9, 1947, both in Exman Archive.

Albert Day to Exman, June 9, 1949, Exman Archive.

Swami Yogeshananda, “Trabuco College Tryout,” https://www
.geraldheard.com/writings-and-recollections/2017/8/2/trabuco
-college-tryout.

Laurence Veysey, The Communal Experience: Anarchist and Mystical
Communities in Twentieth-Century America (Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1978), 272.

Sybille Bedford, Aldous Huxley: A Biography (New York: Knopf,
1974), 463.

Margaret Gage to Exman, April 3, 1947, Exman Archive; Rachel
Davis DuBois, quoted in Jan Rosenberg, Intercultural Education,
Folklore, and the Pedagogical Thought of Rachel Davis Dubois
(Cham, Switzerland: Palgrave Macmillan, 2019), 96; Franklin Zahn,
“Temporary Monk,” https://www.geraldheard.com/writings-and
-recollections/2017/8/2/temporary-monk.

Bro to Exman, June 15, 1947, Exman Archive. See also Bro to Exman,
Labor Day, 1947, Exman Archive: “He [Heard] is always a main factor

in my life.”
Harold Winchester to Exman, June 8, 1949, Exman Archive.

Timothy Miller, “Notes on the Prehistory of the Human Potential
Movement: The Vedanta Society and Gerald Heard’s Trabuco College,”
in On the Edge of the Future: Esalen and the Evolution of American
Culture, eds. Jeffrey J. Kripal and Glenn W. Shuck (Bloomington:
University of Indiana Press, 2005), 93.

Gerald Heard, Prayers and Meditations (New York: Harper, 1949),
9; note from John Chambers to Exman, undated [summer of 1947],
Exman Archive. Although Heard is credited as the sole author of
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67.
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69.

Prayers and Meditations, it was a collaborative project; Huxley wrote
seven of the meditations.

Exman to Bro, March 30, 1945; Exman to Bro, March 28, 1947; Bro to
Exman, June 15, 1947, all in Exman Archive.

Gerald Heard, “The Philosophia Perennis,” Vedanta and the West 6,
no. 5 (September-October 1943): 149.

Heard, The Eternal Gospel, 16, 5, 6. The original title for his book,
announced in Exman’s Spring 1945 religion catalog, had been Chris-
tianity’s Contribution to the Eternal Gospel. The second half of The
Eternal Gospel is devoted to that topic.

Huxley, The Perennial Philosophy (New York: Harper, 1945), vii, 23,
200-211. For a useful discussion of Huxley’s perennialism, see Poller,
Aldous Huxley and Alternative Spirituality, 122.

Huxley, Perennial Philosophy, 270, 242.
Huxley, Perennial Philosophy, 269.

Mark Greif, The Age of the Crisis of Man: Thought and Fiction in
America, 19331973 (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2015);
Huxley, Perennial Philosophy, 95, 257, 99.

Huxley, Perennial Philosophy, 96, 93, 94.
Huxley, Perennial Philosophy, vii, 242

Harold Rosenberg, “The Yogi and the Englishmen,” Commentary,
January 1, 1946, 397; W. E. Garrison, “God’s Greatest Mistake,”
Christian Century, December 12, 1945, 1384-85; Bro to Exman,
January 8, 1946, Exman Archive.

Alfred Kazin, “Shortest Way to Nirvana,” New Republic, November 5,
1945, 610-613.

Signe Toksvig, “Aldous Huxley’s Prescriptions for Spiritual Myopia,”
New York Times Book Review, September 30, 1945, 117.

See Charles B. Schmitt, “Perennial Philosophy: From Agostino
Steuco to Leibniz,” Journal of the History of Ideas 27, no. 4 (1966),
505-32.

Exman to Fred Becker, January 10, 1950, Exman Archive.
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Chapter 3: Margueritte Bro, Strange Spirituality, and the Ethics
of Publishing

1.

O o0 N &

10.

11.
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Bro, “Psychic Servant: The Other Side of Edgar Cayce,” The Disciple,
November 2, 1975, reprinted in Edgar Cayce, My Life as a Seer: The
Lost Memoirs, ed. Arthur Robert Smith (New York: St. Martin’s Press,
2014), 398.

. Margueritte Harmon Bro, “Explain It as You Will,” Christian Century,

June 2, 1943, 664—65.

. Margueritte Harmon Bro, “Miracle Man of Virginia Beach,” Coronet

Magazine, September 1943, https://cayce.com/news/miracle-man
-virginia-beach.

. Bro, “Psychic Servant,” 398.

. Heard to Exman, June 16, 1943, Exman Archive. Bro quotes from the

Exman letter in Bro, “Psychic Servant.” Almost all of the surviving Bro/
Exman correspondence is now in the Exman Archive. Unfortunately,
most of it is from Bro to Exman. Copies of many letters he sent to her
also survive, but they are in the distinct minority. Bro’s family members
also have some of her correspondence, and they shared with the author a
few of her letters to them.

. Bro to Exman, August 27, 1943, Exman Archive.

. Heard to Exman, October 5, 1943, Exman Archive.
. Bro to Exman, October 9, 1943, Exman Archive.

. Bro to Exman, October 22, 1943, Exman Archive.

Bro to Exman, October 22, 1943; Bro to Exman, December 27, 1943,
both in Exman Archive.

Bro to Exman, December 25, 1943, Exman Archive.
Bro to Exman, December 25, 1943, Exman Archive.
Bro to Exman, December 25, 1943, Exman Archive.
Andy Bro interview, February 3, 2017.
Andy Bro interview, February 3, 2017.

Bro to Exman, November 1, 1955, Exman Archive.
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Bro to Exman, June 21, 1949, Exman Archive.

Peter Racher interview, May 24, 2019; Pamela Bro interview, January
19, 2017; Linda Cohen interview, May 4, 2020.

Wally Exman interview, November 7, 2018.

Exman, “Some Pleasures of Publishing,” mimeograph; “Digest of
Mr. Exman’s Speech at the ATLA Conference,” Union Seminary,
June 16, 1955; Bro to Exman, October 16, 1949; Exman to Bro and
Glenn [Clark], June 17, 1949; Bro to Exman, January 21, 1953; Bro
to Exman, April 16, 1958, all in Exman Archive.

Andy Bro interview, February 3, 2017.
Andy Bro interview, February 3, 2017.

Bro to Exman, August 1, 1949, and September 9, 1950, both in Exman
Archive.

Bro, “Religion and Social Action,” in Winfred Ernest Garrison, ed.,
Faith of the Free (Chicago: Willett, Clark, 1940), 80, 79.

Bro to Exman, November 24, 1950, Exman Archive.
Bro to Exman, October 16, 1949, Exman Archive.

Bro to Exman, November 29, 1961, September 12, 1969, April 14,
1944, and November 1, 1953, all in Exman Archive.

Bro to Exman, November 25, 1949, and September 14, 1962, both in
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Bro to Exman, April 25, 1944; Bro to Exman and John Chambers,
January 8, 1954; Exman to Bro, January 14, 1954; Bro to Exman,
January 21, 1954, all in Exman Archive.

June Bro interview, January 19, 2017.

William James, “Address of the President,” in Essays in Psychical Re-
search (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1986), 131, xix.
See also Ermine L. Algaier, “Epistemic Sensitivity and the Alogical:
William James, Psychical Research, and the Radical Empiricist Atti-
tude,” The Pluralist 9, no. 3 (Fall 2014): 95-109. The list of James’s
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Philosophical Implications,” Transactions of the Charles S. Peirce
Society 34, no. 3 (Summer 1998): 612-13.

Bro to Exman, November 2, 1956, Exman Archive.

June Bro interview, January 19, 2017; Pamela Bro interview, January
19, 2017.

Bro to Exman, November 21, 1950, Exman Archive.
Pamela Bro interview, January 19, 2017.

Harrie Vernette Rhodes, In the One Spirit (New York: Harper, 1951),
65-66.

Bro to Exman, January 21, 1973, Exman Archive.

Bro to Exman, October 2, 1959, and December 16, 1955, both in Exman
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Bro to Exman, October 21, 1967, and November 2, 1956, both in Exman
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Harper Religion Books Summer/Fall 1957, HarperCollins Archive;
Arthur Ford, Nothing So Strange: The Autobiography of Arthur Ford
(New York: Harper, 1958), 47; Nothing So Strange advertisement, Los
Angeles Times, June 15, 1958, E7; W. E. Hocking to Exman, May 11,
1959, Exman Archive.

Norma Lee Browning, “He Talks with Ghosts,” Chicago Daily
Tribune, July 6, 1958, B3; Paul Lambourne Higgins, letter to the
editor, Chicago Daily Tribune, August 3, 1958, B6; Martha Hejda,
letter to the editor, Chicago Daily Tribune, August 31, 1958, B7.
Hejda also defended Bro, praising her “warm and down to earth
open mindedness.”

Ford, Nothing So Strange, 104, 220, 171.
Ford, Nothing So Strange, 191.

Ford, Nothing So Strange, 157, 110. In keeping with AA’s anonymity
principle, Bro did not describe Ford as an alcoholic. Neither did she
refer to Wilson by name. She called AA a “healing group” (215). She
also asked Exman to delete references to AA from the catalog copy
for Nothing So Strange, which he did. See Bro to Exman, January 22,
1958, Exman Archive.

Ford, Nothing So Strange, 7, 27.
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Exman to Heard, untitled autobiographical transcript, August 1942,
Exman Archive.

Exman to Blanche [no surname given], October 25, 1946; and Exman
to Bro, November 22, 1946, both in Exman Archive.

Exman to Alfred [no surname given], November 12, 1945, Exman
Archive.

Bro to Exman, October 9, 1947, Exman Archive.
Bro to Exman, February 4, 1948, Exman Archive.
Bro to Exman, October 28, 1949, Exman Archive.

Exman, untitled scrap paper with Bro annotations, Exman Archive.
These notes are undated, but they refer to Exman’s upcoming twenti-
eth Harper anniversary on April 1, 1947, so the list is earlier.

Bro to Exman, March 15, 1954; Exman, untitled scrap paper, both in
Exman Archive.

Bro to Exman, February 26, 1956, Exman Archive.

John Chambers to Exman, dated “Tuesday in K.C.” and likely No-
vember 1946, Exman Archive. For Thurman’s eulogy at the First
Community Church of New York on August 20, 1955, see John B.
Chambers 1910-1955, pamphlet, Exman Archive.
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ine Bucknell (New York: HarperFlamingo, 1998), 164.
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Chapter 4: Catholic Activism, Anti-Catholicism, and The Long
Loneliness of Dorothy Day

1. Harper books by Solomon Goldman included A Rabbi Takes Stock
(1931), The Jew and the Universe (1936), and Crisis and Decision
(1938). See also Gaius Glenn Atkins, Life of Cardinal Newman (1931);
and Bede Frost, Saint John of the Cross, 1542—1591 (1937).

2. Sholem Asch, One Destiny: An Epistle to the Christians, trans. Milton
Hindus (New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1945), 70-88.

3. John Cournos, An Open Letter to Jews and Christians (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1938), 29; Asch, One Destiny, 83. On
the origins of the Judeo-Christian tradition, see Stephen Prothero,
American Jesus: How the Son of God Became a National Icon (New
York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2003), 258-59.

4. See Amen, Amen (New York: Harper, 1942) by Exman’s friend (and
frequent correspondent) the Catholic layman Sam Constantino; and
Who Crucified Jesus? (New York: Harper, 1942) by the Philadelphia-
based Jewish historian Solomon Zeitlin, who argued that “neither the
Pharisees nor the Sadducees, i.e. the Jewish people, were responsible
for the crucifixion of Jesus” (Harper Religious Books and Bibles Fall
1942, HarperCollins Archive).

5. Harper Religious Books Summer & Fall 1946; Harper Religious Books
& Bibles Winter 1949-50, both in HarperCollins Archive.

6. Reinhold Niebuhr, “Martin Buber: 1878-1965,” Christianity and
Crisis 25, no. 2 (1965): 146-47.

7. Louis Finkelstein, ed., American Spiritual Autobiographies: Fifteen
Self-Portraits (New York: Harper, 1948), xi, viii, 14, 19. Exman also
published Finkelstein’s The Jews: Their History, Culture, and Religion
(New York: Harper, 1949).

8. This mission statement appeared in many Harper religion catalogs from
1952 forward, but none before. See also Eugene Exman, The House
of Harper: One Hundred and Fifty Years of Publishing (New York:
Harper, 1967), 287-88. Many thanks to Tzofit Goldfarb at the Harper-
Collins Archive for tracking down dozens of Harper religion catalogs.
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9. Eugene Exman, “Reading, Writing, and Religion,” 86, 85, 87. In a letter
to Exman, Bro praised a draft of this article as “a fine workmanlike job”
yet inattentive to Exman’s inner life. “Your article sounds as if the new
interest in religion were philosophic,” she wrote. “It is more than that.
People want to participate. They are trying out God for themselves.”
She urged Exman to connect the dots between what he was observing in
society and what he himself was experiencing. Bro to Exman, February
11, 1953, Exman Archive.

10. Exman, “Reading, Writing, and Religion,” 89-90.
11. Exman, “Reading, Writing, and Religion,” 88.

12. “Pendle Hill Mid-Winter Institute,” list of attendees (Exman Archive)
includes Exman, Day, and Fritz Eichenberg, an artist who first met
Day at this conference and would go on to provide illustrations for the
Catholic Worker and The Long Loneliness. Day, in a December 1978
diary entry referencing Pendle Hill, writes, “That was where I met
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