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Author’s  note

I 
owe an immense debt to the brilliant historians and scholars who 
have written about Eleanor of  Aquitaine, the Plantagenets, and the 
remarkable twelfth century. While I researched this novel, it was 

a joy to delve into their works, all the while armed with the novelist’s 
magical prerogative to interpret, enlarge upon, and imagine what might 
have been. Any factual errors are mine.

I have chosen to mention only a few of  the many works I read and 
consulted. Among the excellent biographies of  Eleanor of  Aquitaine, I 
primarily relied upon that of  Ralph V. Turner (Eleanor of Aquitaine, Yale 
University Press, 2009). Another profoundly helpful work was the su-
perb collection of  essays from a symposium on Eleanor of  Aquitaine 
held at Fontevraud in 2004, and published by Revue 303, Arts et Recherches. 
Its meticulously detailed chronology of  Eleanor’s life was indispens-
able, as were its essays, especially those by Martin Aurell, Ursula Vones- 
Liebenstein, and Alain Erlande- Brandenburg.

The details of  King John’s foray to Corbridge can be found in The 
Annals of Roger de Hoveden: Comprising the History of England and of Other Coun-
tries of Europe, Volume 2, translated from the Latin by Henry T. Riley. 
The letter from Hildegard to Eleanor is included in The Personal Corre-
spondence of Hildegard of Bingen by Joseph L. Baird. The two verses from 
ballads come from these volumes: the first from Lark in the Morning: The 
Verses of the Troubadours, Ezra Pound, Robert Kehew, W. D. Snodgrass, 
eds.; the second from The Poems of the Troubadour Bertran de Born, Patricia 
H. Stablein, Tilde Sankovitch, William Doremus Paden, eds. The Art of 
Falconry, the thirteenth century study by the astounding Frederick II of  
Hohenstaufen, remains a crucial source on the subject.

The following works, listed in alphabetical order, were also invalu-
able:
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Blaine, Gilbert, Falconry
Boswell, John, The Kindness of Strangers: The Abandonment of Children in 
Western Europe from Late Antiquity to the Renaissance
Caldwell, Carl Howard, “King John’s Mercenary Captains in 
Thirteenth Century England”; PhD thesis, Indiana University, 
1975
Sheila R. Canby, Deniz Beyazit, Martina Rugiadi, and A.C.S. 
Peacock, Court and Cosmos, The Great Age of the Seljuks, (Metropolitan 
Museum of  Art)
Bull, Marcus, and Léglu, Catherine, eds., The World of Eleanor of 
Aquitaine
Church, S. D., The Household Knights of King John
Davis, Williams Stearns, Life on a Medieval Barony
De Hamel, Christopher, Scribes and Illuminators
Dronke, Peter, The Medieval Lyric (2nd ed.)
Duby, Georges, Jean Birrell, trans., Women of the Twelfth Century
Freedman, Paul, Out of the East: Spices and the Medieval Imagination
Geary, Patrick J., Furta Sacra: Thefts of Relics in the Central Middle Ages
Gillet, Philippe, La cuisine et la table au siècle d’Aliénor d’Aquitaine
Gillingham, John, Richard I
Green, Monica, ed., The Trotula
Guy, John, Thomas Becket
Heckscher, W. S., “Relics of  Pagan Antiquity in Medieval Set-
tings,” Journal of the Warburg Institute, 1938
Johnson, Penelope D., Equal in Monastic Profession, Religious Women in 
Medieval France
Kibler, William W., ed., Eleanor of Aquitaine: Patron and Politician, 
(Essays from a symposium on the Court of  Eleanor of  Aquitaine, 
Univ. of  Austin, Texas, 1973)
Le Goff, Jacques, Arthur Goldhammer, trans., The Medieval Imag-
ination
Lemay, Helden Rodnite, Women’s Secrets: A Translation of Pseudo- 
Albertus Magnus’ De Secretis Mulierum
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Marshal, William, History of William Marshal, ed. A.J. Holden, trans. 
S. Gregory, and notes by D. Crouch, Anglo-Norman Text Society, 
2002
Panofsky, Erwin, Tomb Sculpture
Pastoureau, Michel, Blue: The History of a Color
Parsons, John Carmi, ed., Medieval Queenship
Powicke, F. M., The Loss of Normandy: 1189–1204
Riddle, John M., Contraception and Abortion from the Ancient World to the 
Renaissance
Stetkevych, Jaroslav, The Hunt in Arabic Poetry
Tunc, Suzanne, Les Femmes au Pouvoir: Deux abbesses de Fontevraud aux 
XII et XVII siècles
Warren, W.L., King John
Wheeler, Bonnie, and Parsons, John Carmi Parsons, eds., Eleanor of 
Aquitaine: Lord and Lady (Collection of  essays by various scholars)
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