
		  THE END OF 
THE WORLD 

IS JUST THE 

BEGINNING
Mapping the Collapse  

of Globalization

PETER ZEIHAN

 



the end of the world is just the beginning. Copyright © 2022 by Peter Zeihan. 
All rights reserved. Printed in the United States of America. No part of this book may 
be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written permission except in 
the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews. For information, 
address HarperCollins Publishers, 195 Broadway, New York, NY 10007.

HarperCollins books may be purchased for educational, business, or sales 
promotional use. For information, please email the Special Markets Department  
at SPsales@harpercollins.com.

first edition

Designed by Kyle O’Brien

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data has been applied for.

ISBN 978-0-06-323047-7

22  23  24  25  26    lsc    10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1



3

AND NOW FOR SOMETHING 
COMPLETELY DIFFERENT
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HISTORY SPEEDS UP
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THE LAST BITS OF MORE
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BREAKING FREE
INDUSTRIALIZING TRANSPORT
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THE AMERICANIZATION  
OF TRADE
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THE GREAT UNMAKING



12

HARBORS IN THE STORM
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DISASTER IS RELATIVE
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A CREDIT COMPENDIUM
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FINAGLING FUTURE 
FINANCING FAILURES

Between fiat failures and the demographic crunch, the days of cheap, 
easy, omnipresent finance are ending. Impacts and outcomes will vary not 
only in nature, but also in application.

We of course need to begin with changed Geographies of Success. In 
any capital-constrained world, more money tends to be applied to loca-
tions and populations that have a lot of low-hanging fruit. Infrastructure 
is easier and cheaper to construct and maintain in flat, temperate zones 
than in mountains or tropics. Similarly, it is easier and cheaper to maintain 
skill sets for populations that are already educated than to boost low skill 
levels. Under the high-capital environment of the late Order, these sorts 
of simple rules blurred because there was just So. Much. Money! That is 
ending. In the 2020s and 2030s and beyond, the more familiar patterns 
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THE MAP OF OIL
CONTEMPORARY EDITION
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THERE’S MORE  
TO OIL THAN OIL
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DISASSEMBLING HISTORY
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THE RELIABLE MATERIALS
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THE MAP OF THE PRESENT



30

THE MAP OF THE FUTURE
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MANUFACTURING A  
NEW WORLD
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WHAT’S AT STAKE
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THE GEOPOLITICS OF 
VULNERABILITY
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AVOIDING—OR ACCEPTING—
THE WORST
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AGRICULTURE AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE
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FEEDING A NEW WORLD


