
THE EARL  
AND THE  

PHARAOH
From the Real Downton Abbey  
to the Discovery of Tutankhamun

◌ ◌ ◌

THE COUNTESS OF  

CARNARVON

HARPER

An Imprint of HarperCollinsPublishers

EarlandthePharaoh_9780063264229_96_dix37760.pdf   3 of 400   09/01/22



the earl and the pharaoh. Copyright © 2022 by The Countess of Carnarvon.  

All rights reserved. Printed in the United States of America. No part of this book  

may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written permission 

except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews. For 

information, address HarperCollins Publishers, 195 Broadway, New York, NY 10007.

HarperCollins books may be purchased for educational, business,  

or sales promotional use. For information, please email the Special Markets  

Department at SPsales@harpercollins.com.

Originally published in Great Britain in 2022 by William Collins,  

an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers.

“The Real Downton Abbey” is a trademark of Carnival Film and Television Ltd.  

This book has been produced under License from Carnival Film and Television Ltd.

Map and family tree by Martin Brown

first u.s. edition

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data has been applied for.

ISBN 978-0-06-326422-9

22 23 24 25 26  lsc  10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

EarlandthePharaoh_9780063264229_96_dix37760.pdf   4 of 400   09/01/22



3

Ramses VIII

West Valley of the
Kings and tomb of
Amenophis III
and Ay

Ramses IV

Ramses X

Ramses II

Ramses
V & VI

Map of the East
Valley of the Kings

Sety II

Amenmeses
Ramses

III
Sety I

Merenptah

Son of Ramses III

Son of
Ramses II

Ramses IX
Amarna Cache

Tutankhamun

Ramses III

KV 45
KV 44

KV 28

KV 27

Hatschepsut

�utmes IV

�utmes III

KV 33
KV 42

KV 32

KV 31Sety II

Bay

Amenhetep II
KV 21

Tausert &
Setnakht

KV 30

Siptah
KV 38

KV 37

KV 59

KV 26
KV 40

KV 29
KV 61

KV 49

KV 56

Horemheb
KV58

KV 36

Ramses
Mentuherkhepeshef

Sitra

KV 21
KV 54
(Tutankhamun
embalming
cache)

YuYa & �uya

100 m
100 yds

EarlandthePharaoh_9780063264229_96_dix37760.pdf   9 of 400   09/01/22



4

3rd Earl of
Carnarvon 

4th Earl of
Carnarvon 

5th Earl of
Carnarvon 

Almina Victoria
Maria Alexandra

Wombwell 

Evelyn Leonora
Almina Herbert 

6th Earl of
Carnarvon 

Henrietta Howard
(known as Muddy) 

=

==

=

�e Hon.
Alan Percy Harty

Molyneux
Howard Herbert 

�e Hon.
Auberon Edward

William Molyneux
Howard Herbert 

Evelyn
Stanhope 

Earl & Countess
of Chester�eld

(who lived
at Bretby) 

Elizabeth
Catherine Howard

(known as Elsie
whose family

lived at
Greystoke Castle) 

1 2

Winifred 
eldest sister 

1
=

Cpt. Alfred
Byng

2
=

Herbert
Gardner 

Margaret
Herbert 

Victoria
Herbert 

�e Hon.
Aubrey

Nigel Henry
Molyneux
Herbert 

�e Hon.
Mervyn

Robert Howard
Molyneux
Herbert

Alfred de Rothchild
and Maria Wombwell 

Eveline Alicia 
Juliana Howard

Herbert
(who married

5th Earl of
Portsmouth)

EarlandthePharaoh_9780063264229_96_dix37760.pdf   11 of 400   09/01/22



5

acknowledgements

357357

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Writing is a peculiarly solitary endeavour. Where I write is a beau-
tiful room high up on the third floor of the castle. It is called ‘Orient’ 
and is painted in the strong yellow colours of Egypt, whilst an old 
CD player keeps me company during long evenings usually with 
Mozart, Bach or similar. Various people, however, have thankfully 
entered my world to help in writing this book.

Smiles (Susannah de Ferry Foster) was a tremendous aid with 
detailed research into the 5th Earl’s passion for horse racing and 
motor cars, as well as returning to fact check during long evenings. 
Sally Popplewell helped once more to edit, smooth and remove 
repetition, and fortunately had a good working knowledge of 
Egyptology, whilst David Rymill (Highclere’s archivist) investigated 
various archive sources for me. Much of this book reflects first source 
research. My husband contributed throughout, correcting and 
encouraging, whilst my son Eddie read the opening chapter and said 
he could not wait to read more. 

As ever I owe a huge thank you to everyone at Highclere. 
Researching and telling this story has been a challenging effort and 
as ever it is an emotional and mentally demanding journey. I am so 
grateful for their support – John Gundill, Luis Coelho and Charlotte 
Sheridan all picked up some of my other work whilst I wrote. 
Hannah Gutteridge is always offering help to promote the book. 
Thank you to all. 

Some time ago the Metropolitan Museum in New York and The 
British Museum in London allowed me access to letters and notes, 

EarlandthePharaoh_9780063264229_96_dix37760.pdf   369 of 400   09/01/22



6

the earl and the pharaoh

358

all of which have never been properly read, to incorporate them into 
this extraordinary story. I also used the archives of the British Library 
and St Anthony’s College, Oxford, plus the Somerset archives, the 
Winchester archives and the Griffiths Institute. I am grateful to all 
for access to these resources. I have been most fortunate to meet and 
discuss elements of my research with eminent archaeologists, so again, 
thank you. The original discovery is one of collaboration and working 
together and I am grateful to continue this culture.  

Through a very special friend, Karen Hambro, I spoke with 
Charlie Redmayne at HarperCollins who introduced me to Arabella 
Pike and her team, who have all believed in this project and book. 
Thank you all very much.

Karen, this book is also for you.

EarlandthePharaoh_9780063264229_96_dix37760.pdf   370 of 400   09/01/22



7

general bibliography

359359

GENERAL BIBLIOGRAPHY

There are many books concerning both the time period in general 
and the discovery of the tomb, as well as books on Tutankhamun 
himself and the treasures found with him. For those interested, 
here is a selection of publications that may be of interest.

Adams, J.M., The Millionaire and the Mummies: Theodore Davis’s 
Gilded Age in the Valley of the Kings (St Martins Press, 2013)

Ades, Harry, A Travellers History of Egypt (Interlink Books, 2006)
Ahmed, J.M, The Intellectual Origins of Egyptian Nationalism (Oxford 

University Press, 1960)
Bell, Gertrude, The Letters of Gertrude Bell, Volumes 1 and 2 (Ernest 

Benn, 1927)
Carter, Howard and Mace, A.C., The Tomb of Tutankhamun, Volume 

1: Search, Discovery and Clearance of the Antechamber (Bloomsbury, 
2014)

Carter, Howard, The Tomb of Tutankhamun, Volume 2: The Burial 
Chamber (Bloomsbury, 2014)

Edwards, Amelia, A Thousand Miles up the Nile (Cambridge 
University Press, 2010 [1877])

Gardiner, Alan, The Egyptians: An Introduction (The Folio Society, 
1999)

Hawass, Zahi, Tutankhamun: The Treasures of the Tomb (Thames & 
Hudson Ltd, 2018)
—  Discovering Tutankhamun: From Howard Carter to DNA (The 

American University in Cairo Press, 2013)

EarlandthePharaoh_9780063264229_96_dix37760.pdf   371 of 400   09/01/22



8

the earl and the pharaoh

360

—  The Golden King: The World of Tutankhamun (National 
Geographic Society, 2006)

Herbert, Aubrey, Ben Kendim: A Record Of Eastern Travels (G. P. 
Putnam & Sons Ltd, 1925)
—  Mons, Anzac & Kut: a British Intelligence Officer in Three 

Theatres of the First World War, 1914–18 (Edward Arnold, 1919)
Howell, Georgina, Daughter of the Desert: The Remarkable Life of 

Gertrude Bell (Macmillan, 2006)
Humphreys, Andrew, Grand Hotels of Egypt in the Golden Age of 

Travel: Classic Suites, Picnics on the Pyramids, and Verandahs on the 
Nile (The American University in Cairo Press, 2011)

James, T.G.H., Howard Carter: The Path to Tutankhamun (Routledge, 
1992)

Keown-Boyd, Henry, The Lion and the Sphinx: The Rise and Fall of 
the British in Egypt 1882–1956 (Memoir Club, 2002)

Lewis, Bernard, The Middle East: A Brief History of the Last 2,000 
Years (Prentice Hall & IBD, 1996)

Nicholson, T.R., The Birth of the British Motor Car: Last Battle, 
1894–97 (Macmillan, 1982)

Platt, J and Wilkinson, T., Aristocrats and Archaeologists: An Edwardian 
Journey on the Nile (The American University in Cairo Press, 2017)

Powell, David, The Edwardian Crisis: Britain, 1901–14 (Macmillan, 1996)
Reeves, C.N. and Taylor, John. H., Howard Carter: Before Tutankhamun 

(Harry N Abrams Inc, 1993)
Reeves, Nicholas, Akhenaten, Egypt’s False Prophet (Thames & Hudson 

Ltd, 2001)
—  The Complete Tutankhamun (Thames & Hudson Ltd, 1990)
—  The Complete Valley of the Kings (Thames & Hudson Ltd, 1997)

Ridley, Jane, The Heir Apparent: A Life of Edward VII, The Playboy 
Prince (Random House, 2013)

Royle, T, The Kitchener Enigma: The Life and Death of Lord Kitchener 
of Khartoum, 1850–1916 (The History Press, 2016)

EarlandthePharaoh_9780063264229_96_dix37760.pdf   372 of 400   09/01/22



9

general bibliography

361

Tvedt, T, The River Nile in the Age of the British: Political Ecology 
and the Quest for Economic Power (I.B. Tauris, 2004)

Wallis Budge, E.A., The Book of the Dead (Benediction Books, 2010)
Westrate, Bruce, The Arab Bureau: British Policy in the Middle East 

1916–1920 (Pennsylvania State University Press, 1992)
Winstone, H.V.F., Howard Carter: and the Discovery of the Tomb of 

Tutankhamun (Barzan Publishing, 2006)
—  Woolley of Ur: Life of Sir Leonard Woolley (Martin Secker & 

Warburg Ltd, 1990)

EarlandthePharaoh_9780063264229_96_dix37760.pdf   373 of 400   09/01/22


