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Author’s Note

My mother, Nancy Nash, composed the lyrics
and music for “Wild Bells,” the original carol in the 
book. You can find the full choral arrangement 
of the carol and a link to a vocal performance on 
my website. Talented musician and visual artist 
Maura Lefevre created the hand- calligraphed 
sheet music. Check out her shop PenandPear on 
Etsy! The inspiration for the character of Viola 
Beaton came from my mother, and from numer ous 
women musicians, composers, and conductors 
whose works have been overlooked, forgotten, 
or attributed to men: Fanny Mendelssohn, Clara 
Schumann, Louise Farrenc, Teresa Carreño, and 
Chiquinha Gonzaga, to name just a few. I’m over-
joyed that these brilliant composers are being re-
discovered and their works reevaluated.
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