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APPENDIX I

HITCHHIKER’S - THE ORIGINAL SYNOPSIS

/ & s

INE HITCH-HIXER'S CUIDE TO THE CALAXY.

Douglas Adanms.
The shov is & science fiction comedy adventure in tise and space,
which weaves in and out of fantasy, jokes, satire, parallel universes
and time warps, in the wake of two sen who ars ressarching the New
Revised Edition of the Hiteh Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy, sn electronic
*book' dasigned to help the footlooee wanderer find his way round the

sarveles of the Universe for less than thirty Altairian dollars a day.

One of the msen 1s an extraterrestrial who has spent some years living

incognito on the Earth., V¥hen he first arrived the minimal ressarch

he had done suggested to him that the name P Prefeft would be nicely
inconspicuous. The of.hu: is aa Farthaan, ﬁﬂlvu & friend of
Pord's for years without realising that he wasn't a perfectly ordinary

husan bdeing,

The first episode tells of how Pord reveals the truth adout himself! to
an incredulous Adesds, and how they doth escape froam 8 doomed Earth to
begin their wanderings,




] O oceresony to start. A local lsdy dignitary makes & very msoving speech
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The story starts as Aesia 1s lying on the fround in the path of &
bulldozer which is adout to demolish hie house to make away for & new
by-pass. Having fought the plans at evary level, this is his last

aiteh effort. MHe is arguing with & man froa the eouncil who i»

pointing out to him in a Godfatherly way that the bulldoger driver 1ie

is & rather careless gentlesan who isn't too fussy. about what he drives
over, In the siddle of this confrontation Pord arrives in a rather anxious
state and asks ﬁ!ﬁ:lc ie he's busy at all, and 3if there's womewhere they
can go and have a chat, iifgtz. astonished, refuses to move, Ford 1s
very insistent end eventually RS carns the san froa the council

and aske him if they could decléfe s truce r;} half an hour. The
councilman very charaingly agrees and says that 41f he likes to slip

avay for half am hour he'll make sure they dop't try and knock his house

t111 he gets back, word of homour, Pord snd dltesie repaitito & nearbdy
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pub, where Pord asks Alesde how he would react if he told him that he
wasn't from Guildford at all but fros & small planet in the vicinity

of Betelgouse.

As soon &s they're out of the vay the councilman orders the dexolition

sbout how wonderful life will suddenly become as soon as the bypass is
built, and swings & bottle of champagae against the bdbulldozer, which

moves in fori the kill,

e
The sound of the crashing duildifg reaches #hesie who 1s in the middle ‘
of not believing & word that Pord is telling him, and he charges back [
%o his ex-house shouting adbout what a naughty world we live in.

At that moment the sky is suddenly torn apart by the screasn of jets,
and a fleet of flying saucers streak towards the Earth. As everyone
flees in panic an unearthly voice rings through the air snnouncing that
due to redevedpment of this sector of the gelaxy they are bduilding & ?o

new hyperspace dypass and the Earth will unfortunstely have to be dzzslix
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demolished, 1: ::tuor to appalled cries of protest the voice says that
the plans have/on pudblic display in the planning office in Alpha
Centauri for ten years, 80 it's far too late to start making & fuss now.
He orders the demolitédon to start., A low rumdle slowly builds into an
earshattering exploeion, followed by silense.

oge
1!&?12 wakes, not knowing wherse he is. Pord tells him they've mensged
to get a lift aboard one of the ships of the Vogon Constructor Fleet,
Not to worry about the Earth, he says, there are an infinite oulti-
plicity of parallel universes in which the Earth is still slive and
well. He explains how they got on the ship by producing & copy of an
electronic book called the Hitch Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy. Under the
entry sarked 'Vogoa Constructors' it gives detailed instructions as to
the best way of hitching a ride from one of their ships - you have to
play on Yogon psychology, which it descrides. Pord explains that it's
bis job %0 Tesearch & new edition of the dook, which is now a little
out of data, V¥ould 1ike to sccompany his in the taek? h
only wants to get back %9 Barth, or at least, it's nearest squivalent,
However, he is fascinated to browse through this strange book. He is
suddenly appalled when he discoveris Barth's entry. Though the book 1is
over a million pages long, the imhaditaats of the Earth only warrent a
one word entry - 'Harmless'. Pord, rather embarrassed, explains that
the resson he had been on Earth was to gether & bit more saterial,
He'd had & bit of an argusent with the editor over 1%, dut finally he'd
been allowed to expand the entry to 'Nostly harsless’. They&re very
short of apace,

m 1s stung t0 the quick, He agrees to go with Pord,
END OF RPISODE ONE.
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Some suggestions for future developaent,

Each episode should be more or lesse self containsed, dut lead on gquite
naturslly to the next one, perhaps with s ‘o0liff henger',

A narrstive structure can be schieved by having short extrects read fros
the Guide itself, since such of ite inforsation would hotnrili: be
presented in the fors of anecdote.

Pord and Aleric frequently have to sudsidise their travels by taking
odd jobs along the way; as well ss strange nev worlds they can visit
parallel alternatives of Barth which are sore or less the seme, dut not
Qquite...1 they find that sany of the eccentric alien races they encount-
er epitomise some particular husen folly such as greed, pretentiouencss
eto., rather in the sanner of Gulliver's Travels.

In one spisode they are hired dy a faduloualy wealthy dut rather nervous
san to act as 'internal body guards', Por this they are reduced to
microscopic sisge in order to secort seals through his digestive systes,

In another they encounter a race of dentiets, exiled from their hoae
planet for having pronocunced that everything you can possibly eat or
breathe, up to and including toothpaste, 1s dad for your teeth. They
have been told not to return till they heve asxaasizaly evolved an
entirely new way of life that 1 doth hygienic and fun.

1n another episode they find themesleves on an 'alternative’ Rarth
which is receiving its first visitation froa slien deings who announce
that they have come 10 pay ocours at the hose of tho.IOIt intelligent
11fe fors in the Galaxy, After & lot of self satisfied pareding by the

husans it turns out that it was the dolphins the aliens actually had
in mind,

The 'Cuide’ structure sheuld allow for the .quot unlimited developazent
of freewheeling ideas whilast at the same time retaining a fairly siample
and cherent shape and purposs,
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