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A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S

The Deepest Map began as I was procrastinating editing my last book. 
I read an article in Smithsonian magazine titled “Why the First Com-
plete Map of the Ocean Floor Is Stirring Controversial Waters,” and 
that 1,500-word piece by Kyle Frischkorn led to a few furiously creative 
hours, dreaming about what a book about mapping the seafloor might 
be. My first few interviews, with Vicki Ferrini at Lamont-Doherty 
Earth Observatory, Aileen Bohan at the Geological Survey Ireland, 
Jyotika Virmani and Carlie Wiener at the Schmidt Ocean Institute, 
and Luc Cuyvers at the Gallifrey Foundation, were incredibly insight-
ful. An article I published in the Guardian soon afterward became the 
foundation of The Deepest Map—a huge thank-you to the Oceans edi-
tor, Chris Michael, for getting this project off the ground.

The story of two ships and their crews formed the backbone of The 
Deepest Map. First, a big thanks to the members of the Five Deeps 
Expedition, including Victor Vescovo, Alan Jamieson, Heather Stewart, 
Patrick Lahey, Rob McCallum, and, last but not least, Cassie Bon-
giovanni, who deserves my endless thanks for taking me on a crash 
course in ocean mapping over a couple of marathon Zoom calls. Next, 
I have to thank the crew aboard E/V Nautilus, in particular Nicole 
Raineault, who invited an untested landlubber on board for nine days 
and, most generously of all, shared her private cabin with me. What 
an angel. Thanks also to ocean mappers Renato Kane, Erin Heffron, 
and Anne Hartwell for talking, and sometimes taking, me through the 
ins and outs of mapping on board E/V Nautilus, and to Brooke Travis, 
Sarah Lott, Michael Hannaford, Virginia Edgcomb, Kris Krasnosky, 
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D. J. Yousavich, Tim Burbank, Christopher Powers, and Megan Cook 
for all their hospitality and help out at sea.

My profuse thanks to everyone whose stories, knowledge, and in-
sights appeared in these pages: Rob Beaman, David Sandwell, Mike 
Coffin, Hyun-Chul Han, Jamie McMichael-Phillips, Helen Snaith, 
Philip Steinberg, Kevin Mackay, Larry Mayer, Richard Jenkins, Brian 
Connon, Tim Kearns, Julien Desrochers, Annamaria DeAngelis, Robin 
Falconer, Mitsuyuki Unno, John Hall, Jennifer Jencks, Shirley Tagalik, 
Kukik Baker, Joe Karetak, Andrew “Balum” Muckpah, Aupaa Irkok, 
Brian Calder, Mathieu Rondeau, Denis Hains, Shawn Joy, Morgan 
Smith, Michael Faught, Barbara Clark, Patricia Esquete, Karoline 
Postel-Vinay, and Arlo Hemphill.

Of course, many more people provided information and direction 
behind the scenes: Rika Anderson, Yves Guillam, Victoria Weda, 
Alissa Johnson, Lisa Levin, Andrew Friedman, Jacqueline Mammer-
ickx, Bruce Strickrott, Jon Copley, Oliver Steeds, Lisa Hynes, Nicole 
Trenholm, Alice Doyle, Dan Fornari, Craig Young, Josh Young, Tomer 
and Ofer Ketter, Kirill Novoselskiy, Evert Flier, Diana Krawczyk, An-
drew Goodwillie, Bob Fisher, Chris German, Jessi Halligan, Laurie 
Barge, Charles Kohnen, Peter Girguis, Guy “Harley” Means, Nick 
Bentley, Ximena Smith, Lindsay Gee, Debora Hansen Kleist, Karl 
Zinglersen, Ulrich Schwarz-Schampera, Hali Felt, Michael Smith, 
Lucas Owlijoot, Joe Shamee, Jacques John Mikiyungiak, and Jeff 
Kingston.

Many friends and colleagues read manuscripts and provided feed-
back at various stages: Ryan Hardy, Philip Steinberg, Ron Doel, Aletta 
Mondré, Starla Robinson, Rosemary Sullivan, and Helen Scales. My 
fellow board members at the San Diego Science Writing Association 
(Xochitl Rojas-Rocha, Monica May, Jared Whitlock, Ramin Skibba, 
Mario Aguilera, Patricia Fernandez, and Brittany Fair) cheered me on 
whenever I needed a boost. A special thanks to Michael Miller for 
shouldering part of my duties so I could meet my deadline in the final 
stages of writing.

Without the financial support of the Canada Council for the Arts, 
I could not have reported on Inuit hunters mapping their coastlines or 
on the ISA Council meetings in Jamaica. I am so grateful to be a citizen 
of a country that supports creators at all stages of their careers. I also 
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received a generous grant from the Fund for Investigative Journalism, 
as well as legal advice from Jennifer Nelson and Celine Rohr at Report-
ers Committee for Freedom of the Press and fact-checking assistance 
from Emily Latimer.

Thank you to my agent, Suzy Evans, who believed in this book from 
the beginning and who then went out and found me incredible editors, 
Karen Rinaldi and Rachel Kambury at Harper Wave and Alan Shep-
pard at Goose Lane Editions.

Finally, I owe heartfelt thanks to my friends and family for support-
ing my work, especially my husband, who listened to me talk “shop” 
over dinner, and who read the manuscript and double-checked all my 
calculations because math scares me. I love you.


