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NOTES

Prologue
9		  blindness, sleep, pride, worry, and death: David Adams Leem-

ing, Creation Myths of the World: An Encyclopedia (Santa Barbara: 
ABC-CLIO, 2010), 111.

10		  Restlessness, rootlessness: references Kate Mayberry, “Third Cul-
ture Kids: Citizens of Everywhere and Nowhere,” BBC News, 
November 18, 2016, https://www.bbc.com/worklife/article/2016 
1117-third-culture-kids-citizens-of-everywhere-and-nowhere.

13		  presented as a monolith: ideas were influenced by Chinua Achebe, 
“An Image of Africa: Racism in Conrad’s Heart of Darkness,” Mas-
sachusetts Review 57, no. 1 (2016): 14–27, https://doi.org/10.1353 
/mar.2016.0003.

13		  routinely flattened in representations: ideas influenced by Chi-
mamanda Ngozi Adichie, “The Danger of a Single Story,” uploaded 
July 2009 by TED Global, video, https://www.ted.com/talks 
/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story.

1: Fortune Far Away
16		  FBI warns Americans: “Nigerian Letter or ‘419’ Fraud,” Scams and 

Safety, Federal Bureau of Investigation, accessed September 10, 
2021, https://www.fbi.gov/scams-and-safety/common-scams-and 
-crimes/nigerian-letter-or-419-fraud.
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20		  “the story of how Europeans”: Margaret Thatcher, “Speech to the 
College of Europe,” Keynote Address, European Economic Com-
munity Conference, Bruges, Belgium, September 20, 1988.

20		  “tale of talent”: Thatcher, “Speech.”
20		  “Disposing of some myths”: Thatcher, “Speech.”
20		  “Britain does not dream”: Thatcher, “Speech.”
32		  According to a recent census: “Reading Population and Demograph-

ics,” Reading Borough Council, 2020, https://reading.berkshire 
observatory.co.uk/population.

2: Irregular Universe
47		  “Wax” refers to a print: information about wax-print designs is 

drawn from Julie Halls and Allison Martino, “Cloth, Copyright, 
and Cultural Exchange: Textile Designs for Export to Africa at the 
National Archives of the UK,” Journal of Design History 31, no. 3 
(2018): 236–54, https://doi.org/10.1093/jdh/epy007.

47		  A radio once meant “modernity”: Melanie Abrams, “8 Vibrant Af-
rican Wax Prints and Their Unique Stories,” British Vogue, April 
18, 2018, https://www.vogue.co.uk/gallery/eight-stories-behind 
-traditional-african-wax-prints.

50		  “full of Nigerian babies”: Jordanna Bailkin, “The Postcolonial 
Family? West African Children, Private Fostering, and the British 
State,” Journal of Modern History 81, no. 1 (2009): 87, https://doi 
.org/10.1086/593156.

53		  “children who accompany their parents”: Ruth Useem and Ann Cot-
trell, “Adult Third Culture Kids,” in Strangers at Home: Essays on 
the Effects of Living Overseas and Coming Home to a Strange Land, 
ed. Carolyn Smith (Bayside, NY: Aletheia Publications, 1996), 22.

53		  immersed in the cultures: discussion informed by David Pollock 
and Ruth Van Reken, Third Culture Kids: Growing Up Among 
Worlds, 3rd ed. (repr., Boston: Nicholas Brealey Publishing, 2017).

53		  floundering cultural identity: ideas discussed in Andrea M. Moore 
and Gina G. Barker, “Confused or Multicultural: Third Culture 
Individuals’ Cultural Identity,” International Journal of Intercul-
tural Relations 36, no. 4 (July 2012): 553–62, https://doi.org/10.1016 
/j.ijintrel.2011.11.002.

3: Land Like a Firearm
55		  “hold Africa like a gun”: the translated quotation “Africa has 

the shape of a revolver, whereof the trigger is placed in Zaire” is 
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attributed to Frantz Fanon by then-president of Zaire Mobutu Sese 
Seko in a 1973 speech to the UN. “Mobutu à l’ONU 1973,” video, 
uploaded November 7, 2012, https://www.youtube.com/watch 
?v=tKcMLmtSp3k.

56		  Where-to-Be-Born Index: information is sourced from Laza Kekic, 
“The Lottery of Life,” The Economist, November 12, 2012, https://
www.economist.com/news/2012/11/21/the-lottery-of-life.

56		  critical killing ground: “Citing ‘Horrifying Acts of Cruelty’ in Ni-
geria, UN Rights Chief Urges Justice for Victims,” United Nations 
News, June 5, 2015, https://news.un.org/en/story/2015/06/500792 
-citing-horrifying-acts-cruelty-nigeria-un-rights-chief-urges 
-justice-victims.

56		  was established in 1907: information about Maiduguri colonial his-
tory sourced from Amy McKenna, Encyclopedia Britannica, “Mai-
duguri Location, Facts, and Population,” last updated July 9, 2019, 
https://www.britannica.com/place/Maiduguri. Also from Ency-
clopedia Britannica Online, “Borno,” last updated November 8, 
2021, https://www.britannica.com/place/Borno.

56		  destruction ten years ago: “Boko Haram Militants Arrested at the 
University of Maiduguri Teaching Hospital with Bomb Parts,” June 
10, 2011, Sahara Reporters, http://saharareporters.com/2011/06/10 
/boko-haram-militants-arrested-university-maiduguri-teaching 
-hospital-bomb-parts.

57		  Global Terrorism Index: information is sourced from “Global Ter-
rorism Index: Measuring and Understanding the Impact of Ter-
rorism,” Institute for Economics and Peace, 2015, https://reliefweb 
.int/report/world/global-terrorism-index-2015-measuring-and 
-understanding-impact-terrorism.

57		  pledges allegiance to Isis: Libby George, “Boko Haram Fight-
ers Pledge to Islamic State in Video, Worrying Observers,” Reu
ters, June 28, 2021, https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/boko 
-haram-fighters-pledge-islamic-state-video-worrying-observers 
-2021-06-27/.

58		  their dawning in 2002: information about Boko Haram is sourced 
from “Boko Haram,” National Consortium for the Study of Ter-
rorism and Responses to Terrorism, University of Maryland, 
March 2015, https://www.start.umd.edu/baad/narratives/boko 
-haram.

58		  “purify the land”: Akinola Olojo, “Islamic Clerics Can Shift Boko 
Haram’s Ideological Narrative,” Institute for Security Studies, 
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August 27, 2018, https://issafrica.org/iss-today/islamic-clerics-can 
-shift-boko-harams-ideological-narrative.

58		  at least one million people: “Nigeria: Plans to Close IDP Camps 
in Maiduguri Could Endanger Lives,” Amnesty International, De-
cember 15, 2021, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021 
/12/nigeria-plans-to-close-idp-camps-in-maiduguri-could-endanger 
-lives/.

59		  Maiduguri names the place: information about Maiduguri’s ety-
mology from Babagana Abubakar, “Origin and Meaning of Mai-
duguri,” ResearchGate, July 5, 2017, https://www.researchgate.net 
/publication/318215165_Origin_and_Meaning_of_Maiduguri.

59		  animals in every stage: information about Maiduguri commodities 
sourced from McKenna, “Maiduguri Location, Facts, and Popula-
tion.”

51		  fragile and “failed states”: “2021 Annual Report,” Fragile States 
Index, Fund for Peace, May 20, 2021, https://fragilestatesindex 
.org/2021/05/20/fragile-states-index-2021-annual-report/.

60		  Unilever corporation until 1987: “History of the United Africa 
Company Ltd,” Unilever Archives, accessed January 9, 2021, 
http://www.unilever-archives.com/Record.aspx?src=CalmView 
.Catalog&id=GB1752.UAC&pos=1.

60		  annexed the delta: information about palm oil industry from Ayo-
mide Tayo, “How Nigeria Transformed from a Business into a 
Country,” Pulse Nigeria, July 26, 2019, https://www.pulse.ng 
/news/local/unilever-royal-niger-company-and-how-nigeria-trans 
formed-from-a-business-into-a/15tym8p.

60		  colonizers deceived tribal chiefs: information regarding colonial 
contract deceit from Tayo, “How Nigeria Transformed.”

61		  “When the missionaries arrived”: quoted in John Frederick Walker, 
A Certain Curve of Horn: The Hundred-Year Quest for the Giant 
Sable Antelope of Angola (New York: Grove Press, 2004), 144.

62		  telegram to the Colonial Office: John Carland, The Colonial Office 
and Nigeria, 1898–1914 (Stanford: Hoover Institution Press, 1985), 
108.

64		  “sea coast, shore”: Online Etymology Dictionary, “Sahel,” ac-
cessed November 16, 2021, https://www.etymonline.com/word 
/Sahel#etymonline_v_37561.

64		  “grassy plains”: “Sahl,” Wiktionary, accessed December 5, 2021, 
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%D8%B3%D9%87%D9%84.

64		  habitation of one hundred million: Henry Ridgwell, “Africa Could 
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See World’s First 100-Million-Person City by Century’s End,” 
Voice of America News, March 29, 2018, https://www.voanews 
.com/a/african-city-of-100-million-by-centurys-end/4321998 
.html.

65		  population will surpass China’s: “Nigeria’s Population to Overtake 
China, US by 2100—Study,” News Agency of Nigeria, The Guard-
ian, July 15, 2020, https://guardian.ng/news/nigeria-to-overtake 
-china-u-s-by-2100-study/.

65		  outrage over a beauty pageant: Lydia Polgreen, “Nigeria Counts 
100 Deaths over Danish Caricatures,” New York Times, Febru-
ary 24, 2006, https://www.nytimes.com/2006/02/24/international 
/africa/24nigeria.html.

65		  bad end of international indexes: statistics about maternal mortal-
ity rate and HIV/AIDS rates from “Nigeria,” The World Factbook, 
CIA, last updated March 8, 2022, https://www.cia.gov/the-world 
-factbook/countries/nigeria/#people-and-society.

65		  Gallup global survey: Magali Rheault and Bob Tortora, “Nigeri-
ans Express Optimism About the Future,” Gallup News, August 
22, 2007, https://news.gallup.com/poll/28483/nigerians-express 
-optimism-about-future.aspx2.

66		  nearly 400 tribes: Onigu Otite, Ethnic Pluralism and Ethnicity in 
Nigeria: With Comparative Materials (Ibadan, Nigeria: Shaneson, 
1990).

66		  speaking 502 languages: Roger Blench, An Atlas of Nigerian Lan-
guages, 3rd ed. (Cambridge: Kay Williamson Educational Founda-
tion, 2012).

66		  configurations they form today: information about Nigerian tribal 
chronology from Toyin Falola, Ann Genova, and Matthew Heaton, 
Historical Dictionary of Nigeria, 2nd ed. (Lanham, MD: Rowman 
& Littlefield, 2018).

68		  strategy of mass prison breaks: Alex Thurston, “Are Recent 
Prison Breaks in Nigeria Part of a Southward Expansion by 
Boko Haram?,” Global Observatory, December 16, 2014, https://
theglobalobservatory.org/2014/12/are-recent-prison-breaks-in 
-nigeria-part-of-a-southward-expansion-by-boko-haram/.

68		  350,000 deaths in 20 years: Aliyu Tanko, “Nigeria’s Security Crises 
—Five Different Threats,” BBC News, July 19, 2021, https://www 
.bbc.com/news/world-africa-57860993.

68		  “Be extra vigilant”: “Security Alert,” Nigeria Travel Advisory 
Update, U.S. Embassy and Consulate in Nigeria, last modified 
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September 3, 2021, https://ng.usembassy.gov/security-alert-nigeria 
-travel-advisory-update.

68		  “technically defeated”: Tanko, “Nigeria’s Security Crises.”
68		  “hunters with voodoo powers”: Abdulkareem Haruna, “Borno 

Govt in Fresh Recruitment of Traditional Hunters to Help Fight 
Boko Haram,” Premium Times, October 8, 2019, https://www.pre 
miumtimesng.com/news/headlines/356661-borno-govt-in-fresh 
-recruitment-of-traditional-hunters-to-help-fight-boko-haram 
.html.

4: The People Who Steal Thatch
75		  spoken by one hundred thousand tribesmen: Anthony Ayodele 

Olaoye and Oluseye Olusegun Adegboye, “A Sociolinguistic Pro-
file of Longuda: A Minority Indigenous Nigerian Language,” Nile 
Journal of English Studies 4 (2017): 73–84.

85		  affliction known as Brain Fag: Oyedeji Ayonrinde, “ ‘Brain Fag’: 
A Syndrome Associated with ‘Overstudy’ and Mental Exhaustion 
in 19th Century Britain,” International Review of Psychiatry 32, 
no. 5–6 (2020): 520–35.

5: From Her I Inherit
91		  Essentially, we need not worry: information about the Fulani cre-

ation myth considered with David Newnham, “Why Worry?,” The 
Guardian, April 7, 2000, https://www.theguardian.com/theguard 
ian/2000/apr/08/weekend7.weekend1.

91		  who they name individually: information about cattle naming from 
E. Thys and D. Noye, “Identification des Bovins par Description 
de la Robe et des Cornes en Fulfulde, Dialecte des Éleveurs Peul 
du Diamare,” Revue d’élevage et de Médecine Vétérinaire des Pays 
Tropicaux 36, no. 3 (1983): 301–305.

91		  The first Fulani man: discussion of Fulani mythic origins consid-
ered with F. W. de St. Croix, The Fulani of Northern Nigeria: Some 
General Notes, Reprint (London: Gregg International Publishers, 
1972). Also with Ulrich Braukamper, “The Cow Emerges from the 
Water: Myths Relating to the Origin of Cattle in the Chad Basin,” 
in Man and Water in the Lake Chad Basin, ed. Daniel Barreteau 
(Paris: Orstom Editions, 1997), 191–205.

91		  to become a vagrant: M. D. W. Jeffreys, “Speculative Origins of the 
Fulani Language,” Africa: Journal of the International African In-
stitute 17, no. 1 (1947): 50, https://doi.org/10.2307/1156939.

14



92		  “more than human lives”: Celia Lebur, “The Fulani: One of the 
Last Nomadic People,” AFP Interactive, 2021, https://interactive 
.afp.com/features/The-Fulani_613/.

92		  “They are like birds”: Victor Azarya et al., Pastoralists Under Pres-
sure? Fulbe Societies Confronting Change in West Africa (Leiden, 
Netherlands: Brill Publishers, 2022), xi.

93		  you see Red Fulani: Jean Boutrais, “The Fulani and Cattle Breeds: 
Crossbreeding and Heritage Strategies,” Africa: Journal of the In-
ternational African Institute 77, no. 1 (2007): 18–36, http://www 
.jstor.org/stable/40026696.

94		  ten thousand years ago: Lorraine Boissoneault, “What Really 
Turned the Sahara Desert from a Green Oasis into a Wasteland?,” 
Smithsonian, March 24, 2017, https://www.smithsonianmag.com 
/science-nature/what-really-turned-sahara-desert-green-oasis-waste 
land-180962668/.

94		  grown 10 percent: “New Study Finds World’s Largest Desert, 
the Sahara, Has Grown by 10 Percent Since 1920,” National Sci-
ence Foundation, March 29, 2018, https://www.nsf.gov/news/news 
_summ.jsp?cntn_id=244804.

94		  most populous pastoral group: demographic statistics about Fulani 
nomads from “Who Are the Fulani?,” WorldWatch Monitor, ac-
cessed August 11, 2020, https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/who 
-are-the-fulani/.

94		  exact tribal population: statistics about Fulani population from 
Boukary Sangare, “Fulani People and Jihadism in Sahel and 
West African Countries,” Fondation pour la Recherche Straté-
gique, February 8, 2019, https://www.frstrategie.org/en/programs 
/observatoire-du-monde-arabo-musulman-et-du-sahel/fulani 
-people-and-jihadism-sahel-and-west-african-countries-2019.

95		  come into regular conflict: information about Fulani conflicts from 
Andrew McGregor, “The Fulani Crisis: Communal Violence and 
Radicalization in the Sahel,” CTC Sentinel 10, no. 2 (2017): 34–39, 
https://ctc.usma.edu/the-fulani-crisis-communal-violence-and 
-radicalization-in-the-sahel/.

95		  Fulani herdsmen number four: Rose Troup Buchanan, “Global Ter-
rorism Index: Nigerian Fulani Militants Named as Fourth Deadliest 
Terror Group in World,” Independent, November 18, 2015, https://
www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/global-terrorism 
-index-nigerian-fulani-militants-named-as-fourth-deadliest-terror 
-group-in-world-a6739851.html.
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95		  “laws as readily . . .”: Lebur, “Fulani.”
95		  Islamized much of West Africa: Virginia Comolli, Boko Haram: 

Nigeria’s Islamist Insurgency (London: Hurst, 2015).
95		  three shades of meaning: Merriam-Webster, “jihad,” accessed Sep-

tember 9, 2020, https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/jihad.
95		  apply to the Fulani Jihads: information about the military cam-

paign of Usman dan Fodio from Toyin Falola and Matthew M. 
Heaton, A History of Nigeria (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2008), 62–73. Also from Hamza Muhammad Maishanu and 
Isa Muhammad Maishanu, “The Jihad and the Formation of the 
Sokoto Caliphate,” Islamic Studies 38, no. 1 (1999): 119–31, http://
www.jstor.org/stable/20837029.

96		  Fulani-led militias: information on Fulani army and military 
movement referenced in Margari Hill, “The Spread of Islam in 
West Africa: Containment, Mixing, and Reform from the Eighth 
to the Twentieth Century,” Stanford University, January 2009, 
https://spice.fsi.stanford.edu/docs/the_spread_of_islam_in_west 
_africa_containment_mixing_and_reform_from_the_eighth_to 
_the_twentieth_century.

96		  “Movement of Restoration”: information about Usman dan Fo-
dio’s revolutionary jihad from Daniel Agbiboa, “Nigerian State 
Responses to Insurgency,” in African Frontiers: Insurgency, Gover-
nance and Peacebuilding in Postcolonial States, 2nd, ed. John Idriss 
Lahai and Tanya Lyons (New York: Routledge, 2016), 83.

96		  Fulani who follow another religion: Lindy Lowry, “7 Things to 
Know About Deadly Fulani Persecution in Northern Nigeria,” Open 
Doors, April 3, 2018, https://www.opendoorsusa.org/christian 
-persecution/stories/7-deadly-fulani-persecution-northern-nigeria/.

97		  “no matter how deep . . .”: Rudolf Leger and Abubakar B. Moham-
mad, “The Concept of Pulaaku Mirrored in Fulfulde Proverbs of 
the Gombe Dialect,” Berichte des Sonderforschungsbereichs 268, 
no. 14 (2022): 303, https://d-nb.info/1106135571/34.

101		 A minority of 0.5 percent: Cletus Famous Nwankwo, “Religion 
and Voter Choice Homogeneity in the Nigerian Presidential Elec-
tions of the Fourth Republic,” Statistics, Politics and Policy 10, 
no. 1 (2018): 8, https://doi.org/10.1515/spp-2018-0010.

102		 initiation ritual called sharo: information from Pat I. Ndukwe, 
Fulani (New York: Rosen Publishing Group, 1995), 27–30. Also 
from Allan Carpenter, Nigeria (Enchantment of Africa) (Chicago: 
Children’s Press, 1978), 64.
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102		 “literacy and numeracy”: “Nigeria - Education,” UNICEF, accessed 
March 16, 2022, https://www.unicef.org/nigeria/education.

6: Spirits of Wilderness
107		 broad ethnic confederation: information about Hausa influence as 

an ethnic group from Ibrahim Sabiu, Fakhrul Sanol, and Moham-
med Abdullahi, “Hausa People of Northern Nigeria and Their De-
velopment,” APJ 1, no. 1 (2018): 179–89, https://journal.unisza.edu 
.my/apj/index.php/apj/article/view/21.

107		 This group is substantial: Hausa demographics from Mark Cart-
wright, World History Encyclopedia, “Hausaland,” last modified 
May 9, 2019, https://www.worldhistory.org/Hausaland/.

107		 At their mercantile peak: information about medieval Hausa eco-
nomics from Ronald Oliver and Anthony Atmore, Medieval 
Africa 1250–1800 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001), 
79–84.

107		 Hausa neighborhoods called zongos: Joseph A. Sarfoh, “The West 
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legend growing up, and there are many versions. I present a ver-
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hamadou, “Bayajidda Hausa Historical Legend: Myth or Reality,” 
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