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1
FOUNDING 

DOGS

JUNO  AN D SA T A N
Mixed Breeds
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Much like their modern counterparts, dog lovers of the 
eighteenth century considered their canine companions a key 
part of their identity. While the average American colonist 
kept mixed-breed dogs around the house, the wealthy bred 
their own pets and even commemorated them in portraits.
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george  washington
In Office: 1789–1797

POLITICAL PARTY:  FEDERALIST 

The first American president, George 
Washington, had a complex relationship 
with dogs.
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General Lafayette leaves Mount Vernon, the estate of his good friend George Washington, in 
1784. Within a year, he would send a collection of French hounds to improve Washington’s 
breeding program.
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George Washington returns from a hunt with his faithful dogs.
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john adams
In Office: 1797–1801

POLITICAL PARTY:  FEDERALIST 

President John Adams brought a dog named 
Satan to the White House and lost his bid for 
reelection weeks later. Coincidence?
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First Lady Abigail Adams possessed a deep 
fondness for her dog, Juno.
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james  monroe
In Office: 1817–1825

POLITICAL PARTY:  DEMOCRATIC- REPUBLICAN 

The last president of the founding 
generation, James Monroe presided over  
the Era of Good Feelings, a rare moment  
of national unity. His daughter kept a dog 
in the Executive Mansion.

All-American Dogs_9780063158276_FINAL_IP_0505.indd   23All-American Dogs_9780063158276_FINAL_IP_0505.indd   23 5/27/22   3:49 PM5/27/22   3:49 PM

11



2
HOUSE- DIvIDED 

DOGS

F IDO
Yellow Mut t
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During the Civil War, an 
eagle named Old Abe served 
as a mascot for Company 
C of the 8th Wisconsin 
Volunteer Infantry Regiment. 
He survived the war and is 
shown here at a celebration of 
America’s 1876 Centennial.
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john tyler
In Office: 1841–1845

POLITICAL PARTY:  WHIG/INDEPENDENT

John Tyler, the first vice president to 
assume the presidency upon the death of his 
predecessor, was also the first president to 
get married while in office. He gave his new 
bride two dogs.
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franklin  p ierce
In Office: 1853–1857

POLITICAL PARTY:  DEMOCRATIC
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The presidency of Franklin Pierce began 
in personal tragedy and ended in political 
failure. Pierce did get to keep a puppy given to 
him by the Japanese emperor, though.
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james  buchanan
In Office: 1857–1861

POLITICAL PARTY:  DEMOCRATIC 

President James Buchanan loved his 
Newfoundland, Lara.
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Buchanan’s 
dog, Lara, as 
depicted in 
Frank Leslie’s 
Illustrated 
Newspaper in 
March 1857.
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abraham lincoln
In Office: 1861–1865

POLITICAL PARTY:  REPUBLICAN 
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Abraham Lincoln is considered the GOAT 
by many presidential historians. During 
his time in the White House, he also owned 
two goats— Nanny and Nanko.
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This is the first known photograph of a presidential dog, Abraham Lincoln’s Fido.
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3
RECONSTRUCTION  

AND GILDED AGE DOGS

GR IM
Greyhound
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This logo appeared on advertisements for Spratt’s Patent Meat Fibrine  
Dog Cakes in the 1800s. The company created the market for commercial 
dog food, convincing pet owners to buy special biscuits rather than feed  
their dogs leftovers.
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ulysses  s .  grant
In Office: 1869–1877

POLITICAL PARTY:  REPUBLICAN 

Civil War hero General Ulysses S. Grant 
was elected president in 1868, after the 
disastrous term of Andrew Johnson.
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An engraving of General Ulysses S. Grant and his family,  
circa 1868, shortly before he entered the White House.
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rutherford b .  hayes
In Office: 1877–1881

POLITICAL PARTY:  REPUBLICAN

President Rutherford B. Hayes’s dog Grim 
met a fate worthy of the name.
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First Lady Lucy Hayes, President Rutherford  B. Hayes, 
and their dog Duke.



james  a .  garfield
In Office: 1881

POLITICAL PARTY:  REPUBLICAN
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President James Garfield worried that 
his Newfoundland, Veto, would be unable 
to handle the stress of life in the White 
House. Garfield’s term ended in tragedy 
when he died from infection after an 
assassination attempt.
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grover  cleveland
In Office: 1885–1889, 1893–1897

POLITICAL PARTY:  DEMOCRATIC
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President Grover Cleveland owned a number of dogs, 
but they lived away from the Executive Mansion.

27



benjamin  harrison
In Office: 1889–1893

POLITICAL PARTY:  REPUBLICAN 

During President Benjamin Harrison’s  
time in office, the White House was 
filled  with children and animals.
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President Benjamin Harrison’s son, Major Russell Harrison, with his daughter Marthena, 
nephew Benjamin “Baby,” and niece Mary McKee, a dog, and Old Whiskers the goat. The 
president’s grandchildren often rode around the White House grounds in this cart.
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4
PROGRESSIvE 

ERA DOGS

RO L LO  R O O S E V E LT
Saint Bernard
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Jack London’s The Call of the 
Wild was an immediate bestseller 
upon its publication in 1903. The 
book remains popular today and is 
often used in middle and high school 
curriculums.
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theodore roosevelt
In Office: 1901–1909

POLITICAL PARTY: REPUBLICAN

President Theodore Roosevelt nurtured a lifelong love of 
animals. An avid horseman and hunter, TR also owned 
more pets than any other president in U.S. history.
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Theodore Roosevelt remains the only U.S. 
president to own a pet one- legged rooster.
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Three of President Roosevelt’s dogs, shown here with two unidentified men.
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william howard taft
In Office: 1909–1913

POLITICAL PARTY:  REPUBLICAN
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President William Howard Taft 
owned fewer pets than many other 
presidents of his era, but he is notable 
for having the last cow to roam 
the White House grounds. Later 
presidents had milk delivered.
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woodrow wilson
In Office: 1913–1921

POLITICAL PARTY:  DEMOCRATIC

Woodrow Wilson owned dogs during  
his lifetime, but did any of them reside 
at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue?
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5
DOGS OF THE 

ROARING TWENTIES

K IN G  TU T  HOO VE R
Belgian Shepherd
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Many dogs worked alongside soldiers in World War I. Stubby alerted his human comrades 
to surprise mustard gas attacks, comforted the wounded, and participated in seventeen 
battles. He is the only American dog to attain the rank of sergeant through combat.
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Rin Tin Tin, the silent movie icon, often earned more 
money than his human counterparts.
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warren g.  harding
In Office: 1921–1923

POLITICAL PARTY:  REPUBLICAN
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President Warren G. Harding with his Airedale 
terrier, Laddie Boy. While President Harding is not 
well regarded by historians, no trace of scandal taints 
his dog’s legacy. 40



Imagine a nation grieving the death of a president,  
gathering around their pianos to sing mournful songs  
to the president’s dog.
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calvin  coolidge
In Office: 1923–1929

POLITICAL PARTY:  REPUBLICAN 

Few presidents seemed to have loved 
dogs more than Coolidge. 
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First Lady Grace Coolidge with her collie,  
Rob Roy, in the only White House portrait to 
feature a pet.
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President Calvin Coolidge loved Rob Roy as much as he loved small government.
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herbert  hoover
In Office: 1929–1933

POLITICAL PARTY:  REPUBLICAN
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King Tut helped Herbert Hoover win 
the election, but the strain of guarding the 
president shortened the dog’s life.
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6
NEW DEAL 

DOGS

F A LA  ROOSEVELT
Scot tish Terrier
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Dorothy Harrison Eustis wrote an article 
about guide dogs for The Saturday 
Evening Post. By helping train German 
shepherds to assist the blind, she became a 
pioneer of the disability rights movement.
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In 1928, Morris Frank and his German shepherd, Buddy, 
astonished reporters by crossing busy streets in Manhattan. 
Frank’s desire for independence helped shift popular perceptions 
of the blind from tragic charity cases to capable members of the 
community.
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franklin  d.  roosevelt
In Office: 1933–1945

POLITICAL PARTY:  DEMOCRATIC 

President Franklin Roosevelt took his 
dog everywhere—even to high-level, top-
secret meetings with world leaders.
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President Franklin D. Roosevelt owned a specially designed car that allowed him to drive 
despite his polio- weakened legs. He often took his beloved dog Fala along on his outings.
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harry  s .  truman
In Office: 1945–1953

POLITICAL PARTY:  DEMOCRATIC 

Harry Truman did not share his daughter 
Margaret’s love of White House pets.
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President Harry Truman couldn’t understand why 
anyone would care if he gave away this adorable puppy 
named Feller. Is it surprising that Truman left office 
with exceedingly low approval ratings?
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7
COLD WAR 

DOGS

HE IDI  E I SENHOWER
Weimaraner
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First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy rides her horse, Sardar, on the grounds of Glen Ora,  
the estate the Kennedys rented in Middleburg, Virginia.
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Caroline Kennedy sits astride her pony Macaroni. White House Secret 
Service agent Bob Foster (whose family would eventually be given JFK’s  
dog Charlie) stands at left.
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dwight d.  e isenhower
In Office: 1953–1961

POLITICAL PARTY:  REPUBLICAN

President Dwight Eisenhower owned 
a Weimaraner—a rare breed in the 
United States during the 1950s. 

All-American Dogs_9780063158276_FINAL_IP_0505.indd   136All-American Dogs_9780063158276_FINAL_IP_0505.indd   136 5/27/22   3:49 PM5/27/22   3:49 PM

56



President Eisenhower sent his dog, Heidi, to his 
Gettysburg farm after a very costly accident.
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john f.  kennedy
In Office: 1961–1963

POLITICAL PARTY:  DEMOCRATIC 

John F. Kennedy wanted his children to 
grow up around animals.
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Charlie spent a great deal of time with the 
commander in chief. He often swam with 
President Kennedy in the White House pool.
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Strelka was one of the first two Soviet dogs to 
orbit the Earth and return safely. She gave 
birth to a litter of puppies not long after. One 
of her offspring ended up in the White House.
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Pushinka is Russian for “fluffy.”
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Charlie and Pushinka’s puppies were born in the summer 
of 1963. Two went to family friends and two were given 
to children who wrote to request a dog of their own. Some 
of their descendants may still be out there, their owners 
unaware of their dogs’ presidential lineage.
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The Kennedy family dog Shannon sits in a 
chair in Hyannis Port, Massachusetts.

First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy stands with her dog, 
Clipper, near the walkway outside the Oval Office.
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Black Jack, a riderless horse (led by Private First Class Arthur A. Carlson), walks in 
the funeral procession of President John F. Kennedy as it turns onto Pennsylvania 
Avenue, en route from the White House to the Capitol Building. Black Jack also 
participated in the funerals of President Herbert Hoover (in 1964) and President 
Lyndon Johnson (in 1973).
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lyndon b .  johnson
In Office: 1963–1969

POLITICAL PARTY:  DEMOCRATIC

After leaving office, President Lyndon Johnson 
recorded an album of folksy stories entitled 
“Dogs Have Always Been My Friends.”
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President Lyndon B. Johnson caused a storm of protest when he lifted his beagle  
Him by the ears.
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LBJ sings with Yuki as Ambassador David Bruce looks on.
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President Johnson shows a basket of beagle puppies to special assistant Jack Valenti’s 
daughter, Courtenay, on January 5, 1966.
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8
DOGS OF THE 

SEvENTIES

L IBE R T Y  F O RD +  P U P
Golden Retrievers
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richard m.  n ixon
In Office: 1969–1974

POLITICAL PARTY:  REPUBLICAN

No American president owes more to a dog 
than Richard Nixon owes to Checkers.

All-American Dogs_9780063158276_FINAL_IP_0505.indd   159All-American Dogs_9780063158276_FINAL_IP_0505.indd   159 5/27/22   3:50 PM5/27/22   3:50 PM

70



Tricia and Julie Nixon with their dog, Checkers.
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President Richard Nixon plays with his Irish setter, King Timahoe,  
on the White House lawn in 1969.
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President Nixon playing with King Timahoe in Key Biscayne, Florida, in November 1971.
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Nixon family dogs King Timahoe, 
Vicky, and Pasha looking out a 
window of the White House.
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gerald ford
In Office: 1974–1977

POLITICAL PARTY:  REPUBLICAN 

President Gerald Ford presided over 
America’s bicentennial celebration.  
His dog was, fittingly, named Liberty.
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President Gerald Ford and his golden retriever, Liberty, in the Oval Office.
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Liberty’s puppies.
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j immy carter
In Office: 1977–1981

POLITICAL PARTY:  DEMOCRATIC 

It’s possible that President Jimmy  
Carter was more of a cat person during 
his time in the White House.
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Nine- year- old Amy Carter with her beloved 
cat, Misty Malarky Ying Yang, on January 20, 
1977—the day of her father’s inauguration.

All-American Dogs_9780063158276_FINAL_IP_0505.indd   179All-American Dogs_9780063158276_FINAL_IP_0505.indd   179 5/27/22   3:50 PM5/27/22   3:50 PM

79



President Jimmy Carter in a boat in Plains, Georgia, shooing away a swamp rabbit. 
Though Carter’s actions were the correct response, the idea of a world leader battling a 
bunny became fodder for political cartoonists and late- night comedians.
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9
END- OF- THE- 

CENTURY DOGS

LUCK Y  R EA GAN
Bouvier des Flandres
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ronald reagan
In Office: 1981–1989

POLITICAL PARTY:  REPUBLICAN 

Ronald Reagan, ever image-conscious, 
understood the public relations value of 
owning a presidential dog.
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President Ronald Reagan and his lapdog Lucky aboard the Marine One helicopter.
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British prime minister Margaret Thatcher chuckles as Lucky drags President Reagan 
through the Rose Garden in 1985.
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First Lady Nancy Reagan and 
Rex,  a gift from National Review 
founder William F. Buckley Jr.
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george  h.  w.  bush
In Office: 1989–1993

POLITICAL PARTY:  REPUBLICAN

President George H. W. Bush is  
the only president known to have 
showered with his dog.
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President George H. W. Bush with his English springer spaniel, Millie, and her  
puppies on the White House South Lawn. One of the puppies, Spotty, became  
George W. Bush’s pet and returned to the White House in 2001.
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George H. W. Bush enjoys a walk with Millie and Ranger at  
Camp David in 1991.
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President Bush’s infamous “Ranger Memo.”

All-American Dogs_9780063158276_FINAL_IP_0505.indd   197All-American Dogs_9780063158276_FINAL_IP_0505.indd   197 5/27/22   3:50 PM5/27/22   3:50 PM

89



bill  clinton
In Office: 1993–2001

POLITICAL PARTY:  DEMOCRATIC 

Like many pet owners, President Bill 
Clinton found it difficult to mediate 
between his cat and his dog.
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Socks is the most famous cat to call the 
White House home, largely due to his 
friendly relationship with the press.
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Although Labrador retrievers have been among 
the most popular dogs in the United States for 
decades, only President Clinton has ever owned 
one while in office. Buddy arrived at the White 
House in 1997.
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10
NEW MILLENNIUM 

DOGS

BO + SUNN Y  OBAMA
Portuguese Water Dogs
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In the 1990s, Tamagotchi was briefly 
the coolest toy on the market.
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george  w.  bush
In Office: 2001–2009

POLITICAL PARTY:  REPUBLICAN 

President George W. Bush dealt with 
terrorism, war, Hurricane Katrina, 
and financial collapse. He certainly 
needed the respite dogs offer their 
human companions.
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Barney Cam made President George W. 
Bush’s Scottish terrier a star.
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First Lady Laura Bush poses with Barney and Miss Beazley next to the  
White House Christmas tree.
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Barney and Miss Beazley follow President George W. Bush  
along the West Wing Colonnade on the way back to the  
Oval Office at the White House.
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barack  obama
In Office: 2009–2017

POLITICAL PARTY:  DEMOCRATIC 

Barack Obama promised his daughters 
a puppy during his 2008 presidential 
campaign.
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Obama family pets Bo, left, and Sunny sit at a table in the State Dining Room of the 
White House, February 10, 2014. The table settings would be used at the State Dinner 
for President François Hollande of France.
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Bo Obama, the first Portuguese water dog to live in the White House.
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At Bo’s birthday celebration, his brother Cappy sneaks  
a treat from a table in the Rose Garden. Cappy  
belonged to Massachusetts senator Edward Kennedy.
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First Lady Michelle Obama reads “ ’Twas the Night Before Christmas” 
during a Christmas holiday program with children, parents, and staff at 
Children’s National Medical Center in Washington, D.C., on December 
12, 2011. Participants included nineteen- year- old patient Ashley Riemer, 
right; Bo, the Obama family dog; and Santa Claus.
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When the Obamas acquired Sunny, 
they made a donation to the Humane 
Society in her name.
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11
RESCUE  

ERA DOGS

COMMAN DE R  + CHAM P  + MAJO R  BIDEN
German Shepherds
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donald trump
In Office: 2017–2021

POLITICAL PARTY:  REPUBLICAN 

Donald Trump was the first president  
in more than a century to have no pets 
during his time in the White House.
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Marlon Bundo, the rabbit belonging to Vice 
President Mike Pence’s family, is one of the 
best- named pets in presidential history.
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Karen Pence took this photo of Vice President Mike 
Pence after surprising him with Harley the puppy 
on Father’s Day. That same day, the family also 
adopted a new kitten, named Hazel.
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joe  b iden
In Office: 2021–Present

POLITICAL PARTY:  DEMOCRATIC 

President Joe Biden really loves German 
shepherds. Three lived in the White House 
during his first year in office.
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Major Biden runs around the South Lawn of the White House on January 24, 2021. 
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Major Biden on the day he was adopted.
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Commander arrived at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue in late 
December 2021. He is the third German shepherd to live 
in the Biden White House.
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RESOURCES

ANIMAL RESCUES 

Beagle Freedom Project (www.bfp.org)

Dedicated to rescuing, rehabilitating, and rehousing dogs used in testing 
and experimentation, this group also advocates for an end to such animal 
experimentation.

Delaware Humane Association (www.delawarehumane.org)

This group helped pair Major with then–Vice President Joe Biden, eventually 
sending the first rescue dog to the White House.

3 Girls Animal Rescue (www.3girlsanimalrescue.com)

Based in Oklahoma, this rescue has saved thousands of dogs and cats from local 
kill shelters.

GUIDE DOG SCHOOLS

The Seeing Eye (www.seeingeye.org)

The first American school to train dogs and their blind partners how to move 
freely together through the world at large is located in Morristown, New Jersey.

Guide Dogs of America (www.guidedogsofamerica.org)

Based in Sylmar, California, this organization provides guides to blind 
individuals at no cost. Recently, they have begun training dogs for veterans 
battling PTSD as well.
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ANIMAL RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS

The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals  
(www.aspca.org)

North America’s oldest Humane Society, the ASPCA helps relocate and shelter 
animals, works to abolish puppy mills, and promotes legislation to improve 
animal welfare.

Friends of Animals (www.friendsofanimals.org)

FoA works for animals on several fronts. They have provided over 2.8 million 
low-cost spay and neuter procedures. They fight to protect wildlife from human 
threats. They also work to reduce and eradicate animal testing.

The No Kill Advocacy Center (www.nokilladvocacycenter.org)

This group works to promote the no kill shelter model and has thus saved 
untold thousands of animal lives.

FURTHER INFORMATION

Animal Charity Evaluators (www.animalcharityevaluators.org)

Before you give, you can go to this website to find effective charities related to all 
aspects of animal welfare.

Jane Unchained (www.janeunchained.com)

Jane Velez-Mitchell founded this animal rights news source, which also 
advocates a plant-based lifestyle.

PawsGo (www.pawsgo.com)

An online community for women and their dogs, PawsGo promotes an active 
lifestyle and raises money for animal rescues around the United States.
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White House Photo/Barbara Kinney.

CHAPTER 10: NEW MILLENNIUM DOGS
Tomasz Sienicki [user: tsca, mail: tomasz.sienicki at gmail.com], CC BY- SA 3.0 <http://

creativecommons.org/licenses/by- sa/3.0/>, via Wikimedia Commons.
Portrait of George W. Bush by Eric Draper. 
White House Photo [Kimberlee Hewitt].
White House Photo [Shealah Craighead].
White House Photo [Joyce Boghosian].
Official White House portrait of Barack Obama, 2012, by Pete Souza. 
American Photo Archive/Alamy Stock Photo.
White House Photo [Chuck Kennedy].
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The White House from Washington, D.C., public domain, via Wikimedia Commons.

CHAPTER 11: RESCUE ERA DOGS
Official White House portrait of President Donald J. Trump, 2017, by Shealah Craighead. 
© 2018 Stephanie Gomez Carter/Delaware Human Association.
White House Photo by Hannah MacInnis.
Portrait of Joe Biden, 2013, by David Lienemann. 
© Karen Pence.
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Photo portrait of Bill Clinton with Buddy on the South Lawn, 1999, by Barbara Kinney.
Photo of Commander Biden, 2021, by White House.

All-American Dogs_9780063158276_FINAL_IP_0505.indd   250All-American Dogs_9780063158276_FINAL_IP_0505.indd   250 5/27/22   3:50 PM5/27/22   3:50 PM

119



NOTES

CHAPTER 1: FOUNDING DOGS

7 from 206 bcE to 220 cE: Kallie Szczepanski, “History of the Pekingese 
Dog,” ThoughtCo, January 29, 2020, accessed September 22, 2021, https://www 
.thoughtco.com/history- of- the- pekingese- dog-195234.

7 “damn your dogs”: James Breig, “The Eighteenth Century Goes to the Dogs,” CW 
Journal, Autumn 2004, accessed March 26, 2021, https://research.colonialwilliamsburg 
.org/foundation/journal/Autumn04/dogs.cfm. 

7 to accept the throne: “Royal Family Members Who Love Pugs,” Lucky Pug, April 27, 
2019, accessed September 12, 2021, https://www.luckypug.com/famous- pugs/notable 
- royal- family- members- who- love- pugs/. 

7 with the British monarchy: Ed Pearce, “Pug,” Encyclopedia of Trivia, May 21, 2017, 
accessed March 28, 2021, https://encyclopaediaoftrivia.blogspot.com/2017/05/pug 
.html. 

7 the arrival of Europeans: Barbara van Asch et al., “Pre- Columbian Origins of Native 
American Dog Breeds, with Only Limited Replacement by European Dogs, Confirmed 
by mtDNA Analysis,” Proceedings of the Royal Society B 280, no. 1766 (2013): 
20131142, accessed March 30, 2021, https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098 
/rspb.2013.1142. 

9 those dogs who had died: Breig, “The Eighteenth Century.”
9 “and ready money”: Breig, “The Eighteenth Century.” 
9 one’s elevated station: Breig, “The Eighteenth Century.” 
9 in Great Britain during this time: Breig, “The Eighteenth Century.” 
9 no natural predators in North America: Alex Robinson, “The Hog Dogs of 

Alabama,” Outdoor Life, August 10, 2018, accessed March 29, 2021, https://www 
.outdoorlife.com/hog- hunting- dogs/. 
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10 protecting the equipment from thieves: Anna Burke, “What Was the Dalmatian Bred to 
Do?” American Kennel Club, March 8, 2017, accessed March 30, 2021, https://www 
.akc.org/expert- advice/lifestyle/dalmation- breed- facts/. 

12 considered to be excellent: Breig, “The Eighteenth Century.”
14 bred the dog himself: Stanley Coren, “George Washington: President, General and Dog 

Breeder,” Psychology Today, January 2, 2009, accessed September 13, 2021, https://www 
.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/canine- corner/200901/george- washington- president 
- general- and- dog- breeder. 

14 second term as president: Coren, “George Washington: President, General.”
15 a representative on the general’s farms: “Soldier, Statesman, Dog Lover: George 

Washington’s Pups,” Mount Vernon, accessed March 30, 2021, https://www 
.mountvernon.org/george- washington/facts/washington- stories/soldier- statesman- dog 
- lover- george- washingtons- pups/.

15 the aforementioned Sweet Lips were hounds: “Soldier, Statesman.” 
15 when he was home: “Soldier, Statesman.” 
17 to their new owner: Mary Brigid of Barrett, “Presidential Menageries: George 

Washington, Hound Dogs, and Super Mules,” Our White House, 2016, accessed March 
28, 2021, https://ourwhitehouse.org/presidential- menageries/. 

17 did not attack one another: Barrett, “Presidential Menageries.”
17 less than amused: Barrett, “Presidential Menageries.”
17 outside in the spring and summer: Mary V. Thompson, email message to the author, 

January 28, 2021. 
18 “and the dogs hanged”: “From George Washington to Anthony Whitting, December 16, 

1792,” National Archives, Founders Online, accessed August 31, 2021, https://founders 
.archives.gov/documents/Washington/05-11-02-0315.

18 easy to take in: Thompson email. 
19 breeders even today: John Ensminger, “The Dogs of George Washington and the Less 

Fortunate Ones of His Slaves,” Academia.edu, accessed September 12, 2021, https://
www.academia.edu/19520501/The_Dogs_of_George_Washington_and_the_Less 
_Fortunate_Ones_of_His_Slaves. 

21 “you must love my dog”: “From Abigail Smith Adams to Caroline Amelia Smith De 
Windt, February 26, 1811,” National Archives, Founders Online, accessed March 30, 
2021, https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Adams/99-03-02-1918. 
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22 “whenever one appears”: “From Abigail Smith Adams.”
23 could sing some arias: Sarah Gerrity, “The Crazy, Heartwarming, Surprising Pets 

Who’ve Lived in the White House Since the Start,” Daily Paws, January 19, 2021, 
accessed August 28, 2021, https://www.dailypaws.com/dogs- puppies/dog- photos 
/presidential- pets. 

23 now- familiar name, the White House: Gerrity, “The Crazy, Heartwarming, Surprising 
Pets.”

25 a letter to his daughter: “James Monroe’s Spaniel,” Presidential Pet Museum, accessed 
March 22, 2021, https://www.presidentialpetmuseum.com/james- monroes- spaniel/.

25 “more than the Spaniel”: “James Monroe’s Spaniel,” Presidential Pet Museum. 

CHAPTER 2: HOUSE-DIvIDED DOGS

27 a show of animal wisdom: Kate Kelly, “Dog Jack, Mascot and Volunteer for the 
Union,” America Comes Alive, accessed August 24, 2021, https://americacomesalive 
.com/dog- jack- mascot- volunteer- union/. 

27 for his comrades: Kelly, “Dog Jack.” 
28 during the chaos of fighting: “Animal Mascots of the Civil War,” City of Alexandria, 

Virginia, February 4, 2021, accessed August 23, 2021, https://www.alexandriava.gov 
/historic/fortward/default.aspx?id=40198. 

28 the Wisconsin State Capitol: “Animal Mascots of the Civil War.”
29 silkworms at the White House: “Louisa Adams Biography,” National First Ladies’ 

Library, accessed August 24, 2021, http://www.firstladies.org/biographies/firstladies 
.aspx?biography=6. 

29 throughout the northeastern United States: Paul Heller, “The Great Silkworm 
Excitement in the Green Mountains,” Barre Montpelier [VT] Times Argus, September 2, 
2019, accessed August 24, 2021, https://www.timesargus.com/news/local/the 
- great- silkworm- excitement- in- the- green- mountains/article_9afe95cf-0f56-5a23-9f5b
- ca09955bc382.html. 

29 and is likely apocryphal: Howard Dorre, “John Quincy Adams’s Pet Alligator Was a 
Crock,” Plodding Through the Presidents, February 19, 2018, accessed August 23, 
2021, https://www.ploddingthroughthepresidents.com/2018/02/john- quincy- adams 
- pet- alligator- is- crock.html. 
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29 disrupted the proceedings: Holly Meyer, “Andrew Jackson’s Funeral Drew Thousands, 1 
Swearing Parrot,” Nashville Tennessean, June 8, 2015, accessed August 24, 2021, https://
www.tennessean.com/story/news/2015/06/07/andrew- jacksons- funeral- drew- thousands 
- swearing- parrot/28664493/. 

30 valuable gifts from foreign leaders: Erick Trickey, “Move Over, Trump: This  
President’s Two Lions Set Off the Greatest Emoluments Debate,” Washington Post,  
September 28, 2018, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/retropolis/wp/2018/07/22 
/move- over- trump- this- presidents- two- lions- were- the- center- of- the- greatest 
- emoluments- debate/.

32 pair of Irish wolfhounds: AZ Animals Staff, “Presidential Dogs: The Complete Guide 
to the First Dogs of the U.S.,” AZ Animals, December 11, 2020, accessed August 24, 
2021, https://a- z- animals.com/blog/first- dogs- presidents- dogs/.

32 the American consul in Naples: Roy Rowan and Brooke Janis, First Dogs: American 
Presidents and Their Best Friends (New York: Algonquin Books, 2009), 34.

32 “such a pet for a gift”: Rowan and Janis, First Dogs, 34.
33 required “attention and discipline”: Rowan and Janis, First Dogs, 34.
35 “puppy of the smallest kind”: “Franklin Pierce’s Seven Small Dogs,” Presidential Pet 

Museum, August 2021, https://www.presidentialpetmuseum.com/franklin- pierces 
- seven- small- dogs/. 

36 around in his pocket: “Franklin Pierce’s Seven Small Dogs.”
36 gave the others to friends: “Franklin Pierce’s Seven Small Dogs.”
37 near the very bottom of the list: U.S. News Staff, “Ranking America’s Worst 

Presidents,” U.S. News & World Report, November 6, 2019, accessed August 24, 
2021, https://www.usnews.com/news/special- reports/the- worst- presidents/articles 
/ranking- americas- worst- presidents. 

38 a downturned punch bowl: Townrow, “The President’s Puppy.”
38 as much as possible: Townrow, “The President’s Puppy.”
38 Pennsylvania Avenue home: Stephanie Townrow, “The President’s 

Puppy,” LancasterHistory, March 23, 2020, accessed August 24, 2021, https://www 
.lancasterhistory.org/the- presidents- puppy/.

38 upon his return: Townrow, “The President’s Puppy.”
39 “attachment to his master”: Townrow, “The President’s Puppy.”
39 with one eye open: Townrow, “The President’s Puppy.”
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39 of a bear: AZ Animals Staff, “Presidential Dogs: The Complete Guide.” 
40 any part of the animal: Arin Greenwood, “Abraham Lincoln Obsessed Over  

His Dog Just Like You Do,” HuffPost, April 14, 2015, accessed August 25, 2021,  
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/abraham- lincoln- dog- animal- lover_n_7055640. 

40 filled him with regret: Greenwood, “Abraham Lincoln Obsessed.” 
40 a yellow mutt: Kate Kelly, “Abraham Lincoln’s Dog, Fido,” America Comes Alive!, 

August 24, 2021, https://americacomesalive.com/abraham- lincolns- dog- fido/. 
40 to the local barbershop: Kelly, “Abraham Lincoln’s Dog.” 
41 Willie and Tad: Kelly, “Abraham Lincoln’s Dog.” 
42 played with Willie and Tad: “Sangamon County History: Was Stabbing Abraham 

Lincoln’s Dog Intentional? Accounts Differ,” Springfield [IL] State Journal- Register, 
September 12, 2015, accessed August 25, 2021, https://www.sj- r.com/article/20150912 
/NEWS/150919825.

42 along with the dog: Kelly, “Abraham Lincoln’s Dog.”
44 the fallen president: Kelly, “Abraham Lincoln’s Dog.”
44 tourists to take home: Kelly, “Abraham Lincoln’s Dog.”
44 from the table as well: Matthew Dessem, “All the Presidents’ Pets,” Slate, January 31, 

2021, accessed March 22, 2021, https://slate.com/culture/2021/01/presidential- pets 
- best- ever- ranked.amp.

45 found days later, dead: “Sangamon County History.”
45 not a vegetarian: Greenwood, “Abraham Lincoln Obsessed.” 

CHAPTER 3: RECONSTRUCTION AND GILDED AGE DOGS

47 discarded by arriving sailors: Abigail Slater, “How an Ancient Military Staple Became 
Alaska’s Favorite Cracker,” Turnagain Currents, March 19, 2021, https://turnagain.
alaskapacific.edu/how- an- ancient- military- staple- became- alaskas- favorite- cracker/.  

47 mass- produced dog food ever manufactured: Dashka Slater, “Who Made That Dog 
Biscuit?” New York Times, August 1, 2014, https://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/03 
/magazine/who- made- that- dog- biscuit.html.

47 actual meat source: “The History of Commercial Pet Food: A Great American Marketing 
Story,” The Farmer’s Dog, March 1, 2017, accessed April 22, 2021, https://www 
.thefarmersdog.com/digest/the- history- of- commercial- pet- food- a- great- american 
- marketing- story/.

All-American Dogs_9780063158276_FINAL_IP_0505.indd   255All-American Dogs_9780063158276_FINAL_IP_0505.indd   255 5/27/22   3:50 PM5/27/22   3:50 PM

124



47 well- to- do English gentlemen: Slater, “Who Made That Dog Biscuit?”
47 puppies, young dogs, and seniors: “The History of Commercial Pet Food.” 
48 journal of the American Kennel Club: “The History of Commercial Pet Food.”
52 no such difficulties: “Ulysses S. Grant’s Rosie,” Presidential Pet Museum, accessed April 

14, 2021, https://www.presidentialpetmuseum.com/ulysses- s- grants- rosie/. 
52 appropriately named Faithful: Amy Squire, “First Pets: Four- legged or Feathered 

Friends of President Ulysses Grant,” Newsmax, January 23, 2016, accessed April 5, 
2021, https://www.newsmax.com/fastfeatures/president- ulysses- grant- pets/2016/01/23/
id/710590/. 

52 dog suffered an untimely demise: Brandy Arnold, “First Dogs: The Long Legacy of 
Dogs in the White House,” The Dogington Post, January 20, 2021, accessed April 22, 
2021, https://www.dogingtonpost.com/first- dogs- the- long- legacy- of- dogs- in- the- white 
- house/.

53 as “Lemonade Lucy”: Kate Kelly, “The Dogs of Rutherford B. Hayes,” America Comes 
Alive!, accessed August 27, 2021, https://americacomesalive.com/the- dogs- of 
- rutherford- b- hayes/.

54 “prevention of these abuses”: “1878 Rutherford B. Hayes— American Humane 
Association,” State of the Union History, April 27, 2021, http://www 
.stateoftheunionhistory.com/2015/07/1878-rutherford- b- hayes- amercan- humane.html.

55 any significant period of absence: “Grim,” Presidential Pet Museum, November 15, 
2013, accessed April 15, 2021, https://www.presidentialpetmuseum.com/pets/grim/.

55 he stood his ground: “Grim,” Presidential Pet Museum.
55 would stop for him: Kelly, “The Dogs of Rutherford B. Hayes.”
56 the late beloved Grim: Kelly, “The Dogs of Rutherford B. Hayes.”
56 or misbehavior exists: Kelly, “The Dogs of Rutherford B. Hayes.”
56 mockingbird, and a goat: Kelly, “The Dogs of Rutherford B. Hayes.”
56 “our mode of life”: “Grim,” Presidential Pet Museum.
57 Garfield’s election in 1880: Chris Woodyard, “Veto Goes Mad,” Haunted Ohio, 

September 18, 2018, accessed March 17, 2021, http://hauntedohiobooks.com/news 
/animal- tales/veto- goes- mad-14953/. 

57 antipathy to the legislation: Woodyard, “Veto Goes Mad.” 
58 “began his letter again”: Dessem, “All the Presidents’ Pets.”
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58 candidate for the White House: Candice Millard, Destiny of the Republic: A Tale 
of Madness, Medicine and the Murder of a President (New York: Audible, 2011). 
Audiobook. 

59 travel to Washington, D.C.: Woodyard, “Veto Goes Mad.”
59 which eventually killed him: Millard, Destiny of the Republic.
60 “who took him away at once”: Woodyard, “Veto Goes Mad.”
60 beast could be calmed: Woodyard, “Veto Goes Mad.”
61 if not their barn: Woodyard, “Veto Goes Mad.”
62 “were for bigger game”: Kate Kelly, “Grover Cleveland’s Dogs and Other Pets,” America 

Comes Alive!, accessed April 23, 2021, https://americacomesalive.com/grover 
- clevelands- dogs- pets/. 

63 in November and December: Kelly, “Grover Cleveland’s Dogs.”
63 hares on the White House grounds: Casey Bickford, “First Pets: Four- Legged or 

Feathered Friends of President Grover Cleveland,” Newsmax, November 22, 2015, 
accessed April 30, 2021, https://www.newsmax.com/fastfeatures/president- grover 
- cleveland- pets/2015/11/22/id/703208/. 

63 game chickens and exotic goldfish: Bickford, “First Pets.”
64 a Saint Bernard and a poodle: “Cleveland’s Summer House,” New York Times, July 13, 

1891. 
64 the family’s Massachusetts home: “Grover Cleveland’s Saint Bernard,” Presidential Pet 

Museum, August 28, 2021, https://www.presidentialpetmuseum.com/grover- clevelands 
- saint- bernard/.

64 “hours of the night”: Dessem, “All the Presidents’ Pets.” 
65 Mr. Reciprocity and Mr. Protection: “Presidential Pets (1860–1921),” Bush White 

House Archives, accessed April 27, 2021, https://georgewbush- whitehouse.archives 
.gov/president/holiday/historicalpets1/02-js.html.

66 a collie mix named Dash: “Presidential Pets,” Bush White House Archives. 
66 played with Dash too often: Kate Kelly, “The Pets in the Benjamin Harrison White 

House,” America Comes Alive!, accessed April 29, 2021, https://americacomesalive 
.com/the- pets- in- the- benjamin- harrison- white- house/. 

66 rather than more sophisticated fare: Kelly, “The Pets in the Benjamin Harrison White 
House.”
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CHAPTER 4: PROGRESSIvE ERA DOGS
69 Anna Sewell’s Black Beauty: Michele Norris, “How ‘Black Beauty’ Changed the Way 

We See Horses,” All Things Considered, NPR, November 2, 2012, accessed May 11, 
2021, https://www.npr.org/2012/11/02/163971063/how- black- beauty- changed- the 
- way- we- see- horses. 

69 could not protect themselves: Norris, “How ‘Black Beauty’ Changed.”
70 “Real and Sham Natural History”: Gerald Carson, “T.R. and the Nature 

Fakers,” American Heritage 22, no. 2 (1971), accessed May 11, 2021, https://www 
.americanheritage.com/tr- and- nature- fakers. 

71 under the title “Nature Fakers”: Carson, “T.R. and the Nature Fakers.”
71 portrayals of animal behavior: Carson, “T.R. and the Nature Fakers.”
72 “interesting reptiles and fishes”: “Theodore Roosevelt,” National Park Service, accessed 

August 29, 2021, https://www.nps.gov/people/life- of- theodore- roosevelt.htm. 
73 the horror of the family maid: Darrin Lunde, The Naturalist: Theodore Roosevelt, A 

Lifetime of Exploration, and the Triumph of American Natural History  (New York: 
Random House Audio, 2016). Audiobook. 

74 with his son Kermit: Lisa Peterson, “Jack the Manchester Terrier— A Member of Teddy 
Roosevelt’s Family,” Lisa Unleashed, November 2, 2015, accessed May 17, 2021, https://
lisaunleashed.com/2015/11/02/jack- the- manchester- terrier- a- member- of- teddy 
- roosevelts- family/. 

74 until he ran away: Peterson, “Jack the Manchester Terrier.”
76 in the same letter: “Letter from Theodore Roosevelt to Alice Roosevelt, May 6, 1905,” 

Theodore Roosevelt Center, accessed May 22, 2021, https://www.theodoreroosevelt 
center.org/Research/Digital- Library/Record/ImageViewer?libID=o283320&imae 
No=1.

76 Sagamore Hill for reburial: Peterson, “Jack the Manchester Terrier.”
77 Roosevelt’s fondness for terriers: “Standard of the Teddy Roosevelt Terrier,” American 

Kennel Club, July 3, 2019, accessed August 30, 2021, https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn 
- origin- etr.akc.org/wp- content/uploads/2017/11/23091816/Official- Standard- of- the
- Teddy- Roosevelt- Terrier-07.03.19.pdf. 

78 considered “the strongest character”: Theodore Roosevelt, The Autobiography of 
Theodore Roosevelt, Digireads.com, 2011, 190. 
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78 “Roman candles, and firecrackers”: Roosevelt, Autobiography, 190.
78 by climbing a tree: Mark Derr, A Dog’s History of America: How Our Best Friend Explored, 

Conquered, and Settled a Continent (New York: North Point Press, 2004), 244. 
79 in the pursuit: Derr, A Dog’s History of America, 244. 
79 later named Manchu: “The Roosevelt Pets,” National Park Service, accessed August 30, 

2021, https://www.nps.gov/thrb/learn/historyculture/the- roosevelt- pets.htm.
79 “stable room for any more”: “Letter from Theodore Roosevelt to Alfred S. Rollo,” 

December 22, 1902, Theodore Roosevelt Center, accessed May 22, 2021, https://www 
.theodorerooseveltcenter.org/Research/Digital- Library/Record?libID=o183781. 

81 after the singer: “William Taft’s Caruso,” Presidential Pet Museum, accessed May 20, 
2021, https://www.presidentialpetmuseum.com/william- tafts- caruso/. 

83 Some websites: “Woodrow Wilson’s Davie,” Presidential Pet Museum, accessed  
May 21, 2021, https://www.presidentialpetmuseum.com/woodrow- wilsons- davie/. 

83  a woman named: Helen Bones, “Dogs,” April 26, 2019, Woodrow Wilson  
Presidential Library, accessed May 20, 2021, https://www.woodrowwilson.org 
/blog/2019/4/26/dogs. 

84 the White House rosebushes: Dessem, “All the Presidents’ Pets.”
84 Wilson’s health problems: William Hazelgrove, Madam President: The Secret Presidency 

of Edith Wilson  (New York: Blackstone Audio, 2016). Audiobook. 
85 bull terrier named Bruce: Bones, “Dogs,” Woodrow Wilson Presidential Library.
85 for the ailing president: “Woodrow Wilson’s Bruce,” Presidential Pet Museum,  

accessed August 30, 2021, https://www.presidentialpetmuseum.com/woodrow- wilsons 
- bruce/. 

CHAPTER 5: DOGS OF THE ROARING TWENTIES
87 on movie tickets: “The Rise of Hollywood and the Arrival of Sound,” Digital History, 

2021, accessed May 30, 2021, https://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/topic_display 
.cfm?tcid=124. 

87 the population of the United States: “The Rise of Hollywood.”
87 named Rin Tin Tin: “The Rise of Hollywood.”
87 dogs to the foreground: NPR Staff, “Rin Tin Tin: A Silent Film Star on Four 

Legs,” National Public Radio, Fresh Air, January 9, 2012, accessed June 8, 2021, https://
www.npr.org/2012/01/09/144319530/rin- tin- tin- a- silent- film- star- on- four- legs.
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87 a reward for obedience: Susan Orlean, Rin Tin Tin: The Life and the Legend (New York: 
Simon & Schuster Audio, 2011). Audiobook. 

88 appearing in films: Orlean, Rin Tin Tin. 
89 and military work: Denise Flaim, “German Shepherd Dog History: Origins of the 

Working Breed,” American Kennel Club, September 5, 2021, accessed June 7, 
2021, https://www.akc.org/expert- advice/dog- breeds/german- shepherd- dog- history/. 

89 battlefields full of corpses: NPR Staff, “Rin Tin Tin.”
90 at the box office: Orlean, Rin Tin Tin. 
91 “brave and devoted dog”: Diane Tedeschi, “The White House’s First Celebrity 

Dog,” Smithsonian Magazine, January 22, 2009, https://www.smithsonianmag.com 
/history/the- white- houses- first- celebrity- dog-48373830/. 

93 Harding’s first cabinet meeting: Tedeschi, “The White House’s First Celebrity Dog.”
93 any cabinet secretary: Doug Capra, “Laddie Boy and President Warren G. Harding’s 

1923 Visit to Alaska Part 2,” Seward Journal, October 22, 2020, accessed May 30, 
2021, https://www.sewardjournal.com/features/sewards_history/laddie- boy- and 
- president- warren- g- harding- s-1923-visit- to- alaska- part-2/article_e74cd556-1499 
-11eb-9da6-8be9cd582b91.html. 

93 his master without incident: Kate Kelly, “Laddie Boy, Warren Harding’s Dog,” America 
Comes Alive!, accessed June 2, 2021, https://americacomesalive.com/laddie- boy 
- warren- hardings- dog/. 

93 highly prized collector’s items: Tedeschi, “The White House’s First Celebrity Dog.”
94 “no such aspirations”: Kelly, “Laddie Boy.”
94 the local Toledo press: Kelly, “Laddie Boy.”
94 stuffed animals of his dog: Tedeschi, “The White House’s First Celebrity Dog.”
95 “make Laddie Boy understand”: Tedeschi, “The White House’s First Celebrity Dog.”
95 “glimpse of him again”: Tedeschi, “The White House’s First Celebrity Dog.”
97 on fifteen separate occasions: Kelly, “Laddie Boy.”
97 she viewed as a son: Tedeschi, “The White House’s First Celebrity Dog.”

100 admitted in his autobiography: “Calvin Coolidge’s Dog, Prudence Prim,”  
Presidential Pet Museum, January 4, 2014, accessed June 14, 2021, https://www 
.presidentialpetmuseum.com/pets/coolidge- prudence- prim/.

100 “great courage and fidelity”: Dessem, “All the Presidents’ Pets.” 
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102 “wouldn’t pick up with me”: C. Brian Kelly with Ingrid Smyer, Best Little Stories from 
the White House: More Than 100 True Stories (Nashville, TN: Cumberland House, 
2012), 157. 

102 he quieted down: Margaret Truman, White House Pets (New York: David McKay Co., 
1969), ebook. 

102 for her beloved dog: “Calvin Coolidge’s Dog, Prudence Prim.” 
103 him to trip and fall: Truman, White House Pets.
103 “commune with his children”: “Calvin Coolidge’s Dog, Prudence Prim.” 
103 “on the hither shore”: Dessem, “All the Presidents’ Pets.” 
104 “a surly disposition”: Truman, White House Pets.
104 company the dog openly enjoyed: Truman, White House Pets.
104 snout in everyone’s business: Truman, White House Pets.
104 the First Lady’s bedroom: Truman, White House Pets. 
104 many dogs roamed free: kcgrier, “Dog Muzzles and City Dogs, 1900,” The Pet 

Historian, August 20, 215, accessed August 29, 2021, https://thepethistorian 
.com/2015/08/20/dog- muzzles- and- city- dogs-1900/. 

104 live out his days: Truman, White House Pets.
105 nickname “Terrible Tim”: Truman, White House Pets.
105 Blackberry’s constant baying: Truman, White House Pets.
105 to his daughter- in- law: Kate Kelly, “The Coolidge Dogs (and Other Animals),” America 

Comes Alive!, accessed August 30, 2021, https://americacomesalive.com/the- coolidge 
- dogs- and- other- animals/. 

105 “him and him alone”: “Calvin Coolidge’s King Cole,” Presidential Pet Museum,  
accessed June 11, 2021, https://www.presidentialpetmuseum.com/calvin- coolidges 
- king- cole/.

105 teacher from Kentucky: “Coolidge’s King Cole.”
106 live with her mother: “Calvin Coolidge’s Boston Beans,” Presidential Pet Museum, 

accessed June 11, 2021, https://www.presidentialpetmuseum.com/calvin- coolidges 
- boston- beans/.

106 the trailblazing frontierswoman: Truman, White House Pets.
106 christened dog clean: “Calamity Jane,” Presidential Pet Museum, March 29, 2014, 

accessed August 22, 2021, https://www.presidentialpetmuseum.com/pets/calamity- jane/.
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106 better fit his needs: “Calvin Coolidge’s Palo Alto,” Presidential Pet Museum, accessed 
August 30, 2021, https://www.presidentialpetmuseum.com/calvin- coolidges- palo- alto/. 

106 is known about her: Truman, White House Pets.
108 business in Belgium: Truman, White House Pets.
108 printed and distributed: Truman, White House Pets.
108 from scattering them: Truman, White House Pets.
109 aggressive toward strangers: Truman, White House Pets.
109 Walcott of Connecticut: “Hoover White House Pets,” Herbert Hoover Presidential 

Library, accessed June 16, 2021, https://hoover.archives.gov/hoovers/first- familys- pets. 
109 by a sympathetic populace: Truman, White House Pets.
109 “all of it was bad”: David Greenberg, “Calvin Coolidge: Domestic Affairs,” Miller 

Center, accessed August 28, 2021, https://millercenter.org/president/coolidge/domestic 
- affairs.

110 “barked too much”: “Hoover White House Pets.” 
110 one of Hoover’s secretaries: “Hoover White House Pets.” 
111 Marine guards at Camp Rapidan: “Hoover White House Pets.” 
111 better suited the dog: “Hoover White House Pets.” 
111 time in office: “Hoover White House Pets.” 
111 granddaughter, Peggy Ann: “Hoover White House Pets.” 

CHAPTER 6: NEW DEAL DOGS
113 inattentive and unreliable: “Morris Frank and Buddy,” Atlas Obscura, accessed June 4, 

2021, https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/morris- frank- and- buddy- statue. 
113 regaining his independence: “Morris Frank and Buddy.”
114 “at a new life”: Jill Lenk Schilp, Dogs in Health Care: Pioneering Animal- Human 

Partnership (New York: McFarland, 2019), 78. 
115 dogs offered the blind: “Morris Frank and Buddy.”
115 out of Nashville: “History,” The Seeing Eye, accessed June 17, 2021, https://www 

.seeingeye.org/about- us/history.html. 
115 where it remains: “History.”
115 independence to their partners: “Morris Frank and Buddy.” 
115 Calvin Coolidge and Herbert Hoover: “Blind Pioneer— Morris Frank.” The Accidental 

Talmudist, January 11, 2017, accessed June 3, 2021, https://www.accidentaltalmudist 
.org/heroes/2017/01/11/the- blind- pioneer- and- his- very- special- dog/.
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115 in commercial air travel: “Morris Frank and Buddy.”
117 partnerships in the United States today: “The Seeing Eye by the Numbers,” The Seeing 

Eye, accessed June 4, 2021, https://www.seeingeye.org/assets/pdfs/the- seeing- eye- by 
- the- numbers.pdf. 

117 work at The Seeing Eye: “Morris Frank and Buddy.” 
118 November of that year: “Fala Biography,” Franklin Delano Roosevelt Presidential Library 

and Museum, accessed June 1, 2021, https://www.fdrlibrary.org/fala. 
120 the president’s ancestors: “Fala Biography.”
120 popular breed of the 1930s: AKC Staff, “Top 10 Dog Breeds of the 1930s,” American 

Kennel Club, February 13, 2015, accessed August 30, 2021, https://www.akc.org/expert 
- advice/lifestyle/top- ten- breeds- of- the-1930s/.

120 his Hyde Park estate: “Fala Biography.”
120 prime minister Winston Churchill: “Fala Biography.”
121 the foot of Roosevelt’s bed: “Fala Biography.”
121 “I love my dog”: Fala: The President’s Dog, MGM, 1943.
122 during awards season: Princess O’Rourke,  Warner Bros., 1943, Internet Movie Database, 

accessed August 22, 2021, https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0036277/. 
122 off the coast of Alaska: Andrew Glass, “FDR Defends Fala Against GOP Attack, 

September 23, 1944,” Politico, September 23, 2016, accessed June 1, 2021,  
https://www.politico.com/story/2016/09/fdr- defends- fala- against- gop- attack 
- sept-23-1944-228362.

123 a shipload of seamen: Glass, “FDR Defends Fala.”
123 auteur Orson Welles: Glass, “FDR Defends Fala.”
123 “statements about my dog”: Glass, “FDR Defends Fala.”
124 First Lady Eleanor: “FDR’s Other Scottish Terrier, Meggie,” Presidential Pet 

Museum, February 29, 2016, accessed June 3, 2021, https://www 
.presidentialpetmuseum.com/pets/fdr- dog- meggie/.

124 news syndicate declined: “FDR’s Other Scottish Terrier.”
124 Roosevelt family friend: “December 1933—Franklin D. Roosevelt Day by Day,” FDR 

Presidential Library, accessed August 31, 2021, http://www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/
daybyday/event/december-29-1933-2/. 

124 laughter throughout the remarks: Glass, “FDR Defends Fala.”
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125 in December 1933: Elyse Wanshel, “FDR’s German Shepherd, Major, Had a History 
of ‘Biting Incidents,’ Too,” HuffPost, March 31, 2021, accessed May 31, 2021, https://
www.huffpost.com/entry/major- fdr- biden- german- shepherd_n_6064b13cc5b6d5b7a69
5293a.

125 eggs for eighteen people: “Roosevelt Dog in Disgrace for Code Violation,” Pittsburgh 
Press, February 27, 1934.

125 in Silver Spring, Maryland: “FDR’s Dog, Winks,” Presidential Pet Museum, January 23, 
2016, accessed June 4, 2021, https://www.presidentialpetmuseum.com/pets/fdrs- dog 
- winks/.

125 espionage (that we know of ): Charles B. MacDonald, A Time for Trumpets: The Untold 
Story of the Battle of the Bulge (New York: HarperCollins, 1997), 226. 

126 “Do dogs really know”: Jim Bishop, FDR’s Last Year: April 1944–April 1945 (New 
York: William Morrow, 1974), 590–91.

126 “until the master should return”: Eleanor Roosevelt, The Autobiography of Eleanor 
Roosevelt (New York: Da Capo Press, 1992), 288. 

126 his twelfth birthday: “Fala Biography.”
127 “get a dog”: Nadia Pflsum, “John Kasich Misquotes Truman on Dogs, Wins Ohio 

Anyway,” Politifact, March 17, 2016, accessed June 5, 2021, https://www.politifact.com 
/factchecks/2016/mar/17/john- kasich/john- kasich- misquotes- truman- wins- ohio 
- anyway/. 

128 a “dumb dog”: Stanley Coren, Why We Love the Dogs We Do: How to Find the Dog That 
Matches Your Personality (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2002), ebook. 

128 “the nation’s property?”: Coren, Why We Love the Dogs.
129 the local squirrels: Truman, White House Pets.
129 with President Truman: “All the Presidents’ Squirrels Were Named Pete,” Squirrels at 

the Door, February 15, 2016, accessed August 31, 2021, https://www.squirrelsatthedoor 
.com/2016/02/all- the- presidents- squirrels- were- named- pete/.

CHAPTER 7: COLD WAR DOGS

131 just over 3 million by 1960: Emily R. Kilby, “The Demographics of the U.S. Equine 
Population,” Humane Society, September 16, 2021, https://www.humanesociety.org 
/sites/default/files/archive/assets/pdfs/hsp/soaiv_07_ch10.pdf. 
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133 openly loathed him: Robert A. Caro, The Years of Lyndon Johnson: The Passage of Power 
(New York: Knopf, 2012). Audiobook. 

133 for the president’s daughter: Caro, The Years of Lyndon Johnson.
133 the lesser- known Tex: Margaret Reed and Joan Lownds, The Dogs of Camelot (Latham, 

MD: Lyons Press, 2018). Audiobook. 
134 of Iran’s shah: Alex Q. Arbuckle, “Macaroni, The White House Pony Who Helped 

Inspire ‘Sweet Caroline,’ ” Mashable, accessed July 22, 2021, https://mashable.com 
/feature/macaroni- the- white- house- pony. 

134 around $50 billion annually: “Economic Impact of the United States Horse 
Industr,” American Horse Council, September 16, 2021, https://www.horsecouncil 
.org/resources/economics/.

134 “our class lines”: Lauren Vespoli, “How America Became Obsessed with 
Horses,” Smithsonian, August 11, 2020, https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history 
/how- america- became- obsessed- horses-180975530/. 

137 “for giving her to me”: “White House Pets,” Eisenhower Presidential Library, last 
modified June 6, 2019, accessed July 5, 2021, http://www.eisenhowerlibrary.gov 
/eisenhowers/white- house- pets. 

138 his Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, farm: Kate Kelly, “The Eisenhower Dog, Heidi,” America 
Comes Alive!, accessed July 6, 2021, https://americacomesalive.com/eisenhowers 
- weimeraner- heidi/. 

138 peacefully on the farm: “President Dwight D. Eisenhower and His Dog, Heidi,” White 
House Historical Association, accessed July 5, 2021, https://www.whitehousehistory 
.org/photos/president- dwight- d- eisenhower- and- his- dog- heidi. 

139 before the election in 1960: Reed and Lownds, Dogs of Camelot.
141 “believe my mother had done that”: Alison Gee, “Pushinka: A Cold War Puppy the 

Kennedys Loved,” BBC News, January 6, 2014, accessed July 6, 2021, https://www.bbc 
.com/news/magazine-24837199.

141 devices and hidden bombs: Gee, “Pushinka.”
142 “in your busy life”: Oleg Yegorov, “Pushinka the Dog: How a Soviet Space Dog’s Puppy 

Wound Up Living in the White House,” Russia Beyond, April 19, 2018, accessed July 
20, 2021, https://www.rbth.com/history/328099-pushinka- dog- space- dog- puppy- in 
- the- white- house.
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142 canine playground exhibitions: Gee, “Pushinka.”
143 part of Pushinka’s temperament: Gee, “Pushinka.”
143 “those damn Russians”: C. David Heymann, American Legacy: The Story of John and 

Caroline Kennedy (New York: Atria Books, 2007). Audiobook.
143 “from nuclear destruction”: Gee, “Pushinka.”
144 “make some decisions”: Reed and Lownds, Dogs of Camelot.
146 her husband’s assassination: Reed and Lownds, Dogs of Camelot.
146 help hide her identity: Reed and Lownds, Dogs of Camelot.
146 replied simply, “Reporters”: Reed and Lownds, Dogs of Camelot.
147 Kennedy family, particularly Clipper: Reed and Lownds, Dogs of Camelot.
151 “seemed to like it”: Bud Boccone, “Pup Culture: 50 Years Later, LBJ’s Still in the 

Doghouse,” American Kennel Club, July 7, 2015, accessed July 6, 2021, https://www 
.akc.org/expert- advice/lifestyle/pup- culture-50-years- later- lbjs- still- in- the- doghouse.

151 “dignitaries at a state ball”: “Him and Her,” Presidential Pet Museum, July 22, 2013, 
accessed July 6, 2021, https://www.presidentialpetmuseum.com/pets/him- her.

151 White House grounds in 1966: “President Johnson’s Dogs,” LBJ Presidential Library, 
July 21, 2021, http://www.lbjlibrary.net/collections/quick- facts/lyndon- baines- johnson 
- dogs.html. 

152 “best for the last”: “LBJ: Dogs Have Always Been My Friends,” YouTube, December 4, 
2011, accessed July 7, 2021, https://youtu.be/BqdkeI5KwWI. 

152 at the moon. Laughter ensues: “LBJ: Dogs Have Always Been My Friends.”
153 “not your dog!”: Traphes L. Bryant, Dog Days at the White House: The Outrageous 

Memoirs of the Presidential Kennel Keeper (New York: Ishi Press, 2010). Audiobook. 
155 when LBJ left office: “President Johnson’s Dogs.” 
155 ranch in 1969: “President Johnson’s Dogs.”
155 Museum of Modern Art in New York: Mo Rocca, All the Presidents’ Pets: The Inside 

Story of One Reporter Who Refused to Roll Over (New York: Crown, 2004). Audiobook.  

CHAPTER 8: DOGS OF THE SEvENTIES

157 euthanasia by 1985: Andrew N. Rowan and Tamara Kartal, “Dog Population and Dog 
Sheltering Trends in the United States of America,” WBI Studies Repository, May 2018, 
accessed July 9, 2021, https://www.wellbeingintlstudiesrepository.org/demscapop/9/. 
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157 estimated 2.5 percent of pets: Zazie Todd, “America’s Changing Relationship with  
the Pet Dog,” Companion Animal Psychology, January 30, 2019, accessed July 9, 2021, 
https://www.companionanimalpsychology.com/2019/01/americas- changing 
- relationship- with- pet.html. 

158 100 percent at present: Rowan and Kartal, “Dog Population and Dog Sheltering 
Trends.”

158 pets as family members: Todd, “America’s Changing Relationship with the Pet Dog.”
159 sent to the Nixons: John Woestendiek, “The Dog Who Rescued Richard Nixon,” 

Baltimore Sun, September 22, 2002, https://www.baltimoresun.com/entertainment/arts 
/bal- pets092202-story.html. 

162 “we’re gonna keep it”: “Richard Nixon’s Checkers Speech,” History.com, accessed July 
23, 2021, https://www.history.com/speeches/richard- nixons- checkers- speech.

163 Nixon referred to her as “he”: Woestendiek, “The Dog Who Rescued Richard Nixon.” 
164 no less beloved: “Top Ten Breeds of the 1970s,” American Kennel Club, last modified 

February 13, 2015, accessed July 5, 2021, https://www.akc.org/expert- advice/lifestyle 
/top- ten- breeds- of- the-1970s. 

167 for the commander in chief: Walter R. Eletcher, “King Timahoe, an Irish Setter, Makes 
the White House His Domain,” New York Times, January 11, 1973, https://www.nytimes 
.com/1973/01/11/archives/king- timahoe- an- irish- setter- makes- white- house- his- domain 
.html.

167 to receive treats: Kate Kelly, “The Dogs in the Nixon White House,” America Comes 
Alive!, accessed July 9, 2021, https://americacomesalive.com/the- dogs- in- the- nixon 
- white- house.

168 would not have occurred: Kelly, “The Dogs in the Nixon White House.”
168 collars for the event: Randee Dawn, “50 Years Ago, Tricia Nixon’s White House 

Wedding Captivated the Nation,” Today, June 11, 2021, accessed July 9, 2021,  
https://www.today.com/news/tricia- nixon- s- white- house- wedding- captivated- nation 
-50-years- t221157. 

169 caught at least one: Kelly, “The Dogs in the Nixon White House.”
171 to play with the puppy: Gerald Ford, A Time to Heal: The Autobiography of Gerald R. 

Ford (New York: Harper & Row, 1979). Audiobook. 
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173 “is seldom free”: Gerald Ford, “Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: October 9, 1974,” Gerald 
Ford Presidential Library, accessed July 8, 2021, https://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov 
/library/document/0122/1252093.pdf.

174 could be fulfilled: “Liberty’s Paw- tographs,” Gerald Ford Presidential Library, accessed 
July 8, 2021, https://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/grf/pets3.asp.

174 for the comfort of the mother- to- be: “Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library and Museum: 
First Puppies,” Tumblr, accessed July 9, 2021, https://fordlibrarymuseum.tumblr.com 
/post/129073219277/first- puppies- susan- ford- first- lady- betty- ford. 

175 “get back to bed”: Betty Ford, The Times of My Life (New York: Harper & Row, 1978). 
Audiobook. 

175 through the process: “Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library: First Puppies.” 
177 Fords to various friends: “Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library: First Puppies.” 
177 members of the family: Roberto Manzotti, “The History of the Golden Retriever,” 

Official Golden Retriever, accessed July 8, 2021, https://www.officialgoldenretriever 
.com/blog/dogs- world/history- golden- retriever.

179 Grits lived in: Kate Kelly, “The Carter Family and Amy’s Dog, Grits.” America Comes 
Alive!, accessed July 5, 2021. https://americacomesalive.com/carter- family- dog- grits/.

179 tree on the property: Donnie Radcliffe, “Amy Carter’s Shady White House 
Hideaway,” Washington Post, March 18, 1977, accessed August 22, 2021, https://www 
.washingtonpost.com/archive/lifestyle/1977/03/18/amy- carters- shady- white- house 
- hideaway/afe7a737-0870-45c5-87d4-a82f1b17a48b/. 

179 since their days in Georgia: “Grits in the Doghouse,” New York Times, September 12, 
1979. Clipping sent to the author by the Jimmy Carter Presidential Library in Atlanta, 
Georgia.

180 for the test: Truman, White House Pets.
180 “was through with Grits!”: “First Ladies’ Press Secretaries,” C- SPAN, July 6, 2004, 

accessed July 7, 2021, https://www.c- span.org/video/?181646-1/ladies- press- secretaries.
180 gearing up for reelection: Jim O’Grady, “How Jimmy Carter’s Face- Off with a Rabbit 

Changed the Presidency,” WNYC, February 17, 2014, accessed July 23, 2021, https://
www.wnyc.org/story/hare- brained- history- curious- case- jimmy- carter- v- rabbit. 

180 “was not White House broken”: “People, September 24, 1979,” Time, accessed August 
22, 2021, http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,947422,00.html. 
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CHAPTER 9: END-OF-THE-CENTURY DOGS

183 32 million cat- owning households: “U.S. Pet Ownership Statistics,” American Veterinary 
Medical Association, accessed August 6, 2021, https://www.avma.org/resources- tools 
/reports- statistics/us- pet- ownership- statistics.

183 cats- per- household ratio: Roberto A. Ferdman and Christopher Ingraham, “Where Cats 
Are More Popular Than Dogs in the U.S.— and All Over the World,” Washington Post, 
July 28, 2014, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2014/07/28/where 
- cats- are- more- popular- than- dogs- in- the- u- s- and- all- over- the- world/.

184 almost 90 million dogs: Rowan and Kartal, “Dog Population and Dog Sheltering Trends 
in the United States of America.” 

184 three- to- one advantage: Ferdman and Ingraham, “Where Cats Are More Popular Than 
Dogs.”

184 more likely to own dogs: Ferdman and Ingraham, “Where Cats Are More Popular Than 
Dogs.”

184 American Pet Products Association: Rowan and Kartal, “Dog Population and Dog 
Sheltering Trends in the United States of America.” 

186 “no good pictures”: “First Ladies’ Press Secretaries.”
187 poster child Kristen Ellis: “Presidential Pets,” Ronald Reagan Presidential Library, 

accessed July 31, 2021, https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/reagans/reagan- administration 
/presidential- pets. 

187 be gifted is unknown: “Kristen Nicole Ellis Memorial Page.” Middendorf- Bullock 
Funeral Home, 2017, accessed August 9, 2021, https://www.middendorfbullock.com 
/obituary/Kristen- Ellis.

187 “going to grow this big”: “First Ladies’ Press Secretaries.”
187 Edith Luckett Davis: “Presidential Pets,” Ronald Reagan Presidential Library.
189 “an unauthorized leak”: “First Ladies’ Press Secretaries.”
190 Thanksgiving holiday of 1985: “Presidential Pets,” Ronald Reagan Presidential Library.
190 Park in Williamsburg, Virginia: “Ronald Reagan’s Dog Lucky,” Presidential Pet 

Museum, July 21, 2013, accessed July 31, 2021, https://www.presidentialpetmuseum 
.com/pets/lucky/.

191 to Los Angeles in 1989: “Presidential Pets,” Ronald Reagan Presidential Library.
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192 than his own memoir: “Washington Journal: Presidential Dogs,” C- SPAN, August 25, 
1997, accessed July 30, 2021, https://www.c- span.org/video/?89833-1/presidential 
- dogs. 

193 asking for a puppy: AP Archives, “President George H.W. Bush and His Wife Barbara 
Show Off First Dog Millie’s New Puppies,” YouTube, 2016, accessed July 30, 2021, 
https://youtu.be/bOpOvIYsFsI. 

193 “every week or so”: Associated Press, “Millie, ‘First Dog’ in the Bush White House, Dies 
at Age 12,” Los Angeles Times,  May 21, 1997, accessed August 1, 2021, https://www 
.latimes.com/archives/la- xpm-1997-05-21-mn-60931-story.html.

193 “homely springer spaniel”: Andrew Beaujon, “Washingtonian Once Called George  
H.W. Bush’s Dog Ugly, and I’m Here to Correct the Record,” Washingtonian, December 
3, 2018, accessed July 30, 2021, https://www.washingtonian.com/2018/12/03/
washingtonian- once- called- george- h- w- bushs- dog- ugly- and- im- here- to- correct- the 
- record/. 

193 “the dog biscuits”: Beaujon, “Washingtonian Once Called George H.W. Bush’s Dog 
Ugly.”

194 an episode of The Simpsons: Robb Fritz, “History’s a Bitch: A Dog Walk Through Time— 
Millie’s Book,” McSweeney’s, May 16, 2012, accessed July 31, 2021, https://www 
.mcsweeneys.net/articles/millies- book.

195 at an alarming rate: Ilona Baliu–   naité and James Caunt, “George Bush Sr. Once Wrote This 
Funny Memo to the White House Staff Regarding His Fat Dog Ranger,” Bored Panda, 
2020, July 31, 2021, https://www.boredpanda.com/george- bush- sr- fat- dog- memo/. 

196 her literacy foundation: Fritz, “History’s a Bitch.” 
196 first year of publication: AP News, “Royalties from ‘Millie’s Book’ Top $1 Million,” 

July 10, 1991, accessed August 8, 2021, https://apnews.com/article 
/e3ea5499dbcaee0396cf8768c96f112c.

196 “the dog mess with you”: “First Ladies’ Press Secretaries.”
196 “than those two bozos”: Fritz, “History’s a Bitch.”
196 pneumonia at age twelve: Fritz, “History’s a Bitch.”
198 of her music teacher: “About Socks and Buddy,” The White House, Spring 1999,  

accessed July 27, 2021, https://clintonwhitehouse4.archives.gov/WH/kids/inside/html 
/Spring99-4.html. 
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198 after the 1992 election: Chloe Bryan, “Remember When House Republicans  
Went After Socks the Cat?” Mashable, June 4, 2017, accessed July 26, 2021,  
https://mashable.com/article/socks- the- cat- gop- investigation. 

199 not to do so again: Reuters, “The Transition: Hands Off Cat, Clinton Warns,”  
New York Times, November 19, 1992, https://www.nytimes.com/1992/11/19/us 
/the- transition- hands- off- cat- clinton- warns.html.

199 by Kermit the Frog: “Socks the Cat,” Muppet Wiki, accessed July 27, 2021,  
https://muppet.fandom.com/wiki/Socks_the_Cat. 

199 Socks the Cat Rocks the Hill: Scott Meslow, “Today, Let Us Remember the Bizarre- Ass 
Video Game about Hillary Clinton’s Cat,” GQ, November 8, 2016, accessed July 27, 
2021, https://www.gq.com/story/hillary- clinton- socks- the- cat- video- game. 

199 kids’ White House website: Bryan, “Remember When House Republicans Went After 
Socks.”

199 First Feline fan mail: Bryan, “Remember When House Republicans Went After 
Socks.”

199 in Federalsburg, Maryland: “Statement: A Tribute to Buddy,” Clinton Foundation, 
December 11, 2003, accessed July 28, 2021, https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press 
- and- news/general/statement- a- tribute- to- buddy/. 

199 for five decades: “Statement: A Tribute to Buddy.”
200 “taken to separate quarters”: “First Ladies’ Press Secretaries.”
200 make peace between his two animals: “President Clinton Touts Economy While 

President- elect Bush Warns of Slowdown,” CNN.com, January 12, 2001, accessed 
July 29, 2021, http://edition.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/0101/12/ip.00.html. 

200 hissing at Buddy: “As Peace Process Fails, First Cat Prepares for Exile,” New York 
Times, January 10, 2001, https://www.nytimes.com/2001/01/10/us/as- peace- process 
- fails- first- cat- prepares- for- exile.html. 

200 the National Park Foundation: Bryan, “Remember When House Republicans Went 
After Socks.”

201 time in the White House: Sharon Cotliar, “The Clintons Bid Farewell to Socks the 
Cat,” People, February 20, 2009, accessed July 25, 2021, https://people.com/celebrity/
the- clintons- bid- farewell- to- socks- the- cat/. 
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/buddy.killed/index.html. 

201 close to twenty years old: Cotliar, “The Clintons Bid Farewell to Socks.” 

CHAPTER 10: NEW MILLENNIUM DOGS

204 would get sick and die: Benj Edwards, “The Golden Age of Virtual Pets,” PCMag.com, 
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209 “[to the communications team]”: Jimmy Orr, “R.I.P., Barney: How ‘Barney Cam’ Made 
George W. Bush’s Dog a Web Star,” Los Angeles Times, February 6, 2013, https://www 
.latimes.com/nation/la- na- barney- cam-20130206-story.html. 

210 “That is awesome”: Jimmy Orr interview with the author on June 4, 2021. 
210 how do we do this: Orr interview.
210 lighting for the president: Elisabeth Bumiller, “Barney Cam Is ‘Reloaded’ for a Christmas 

Sequel from the White House,” New York Times, December 13, 2003, https://www 
.nytimes.com/2003/12/13/us/barney- cam- is- reloaded- for- a- christmas- sequel- from- the 
- white- house.html.
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211 couldn’t believe it, either: Orr interview.
211 on the White House website: Bumiller, “Barney Cam Is ‘Reloaded.’ ”
211 “which had no plot”: Bumiller, “Barney Cam Is ‘Reloaded.’ ”
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They Like Their Jobs?” National Geographic, May 1, 2018, https://www 
.nationalgeographic.com/animals/article/animals- dogs- therapy- health- pets. 
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- dynasty- its- just- a- matter- of- pet- igree/. 
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Cats,” NPR, May 17, 2014, accessed August 14, 2021, https://www.npr.org/sections 
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222 children and veterans was, she says, “priceless”: Lewis interview. 
222 Yosses recalled, was a “doggie success”: Bill Yosses, email interview with the author on 

April 21, 2021. 
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222 managed to dislodge them: Lewis interview. 
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House. Meet Sunny Obama,” Christian Science Monitor, August 20, 2013, accessed 
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Kidnap Obama’s Dogs,” Vanity Fair, January 8, 2016, https://www.vanityfair.com 
/news/2016/01/secret- service- thwarted- plot- to- kidnap- obamas- dogs. 
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Guest’s Face.” New York Post, January 12, 2017, https://nypost.com/2017/01/12/sunny 
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Her!’ ” People, December 9, 2016. https://people.com/politics/obamas- dog- sunny- poops 
- in- the- white- house/.

223 “had great hair”: Michael Levenson, “Bo, the Obamas’ Portuguese Water Dog, 
Dies,” New York Times, May 8, 2021, https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/08/us/politics 
/obama- dog- bo- dead.html.  

CHAPTER 11: RESCUE ERA DOGS
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First Shelter Dog in the White House,” Delaware Today,  January 4, 2021, accessed 
August 19, 2021, https://delawaretoday.com/life- style/major- biden- shelter- dog- white 
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-2020-rescue- animals/.

226 strays or shelter animals: “Pet Statistics,” ASPCA, accessed August 21, 2021, https://
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Society of the United States, August 21, 2021, https://www.humanesociety.org/
resources/adopting- animal- shelter- or- rescue- group. 
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227 returned to their homes: “Pet Statistics,” ASPCA.
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of the United States, accessed September 16, 2021. https://www.humanesociety.org 
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Pet Bunny,” The List, October 28, 2020, accessed August 19, 2020, https://www.thelist 
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-books-20180326-story.html. 
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232 the family in June of 2017: Karin Brulliard, “An Important Update on the Pets of the 

Executive Branch,” Washington Post, June 20, 2017, https://www.washingtonpost.com 
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232 “so I named him Harley”: Holly V. Hays, “Here’s Why Vice President Pence Named His 
Puppy Harley,” USA Today, June 20, 2017, accessed August 25, 2021, https://www 
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- his- new- dog- harley/413891001/.

232 “shouldn’t Harley be DOTUS?”: Brulliard, “An Important Update.”
233 “the Pences are yokels”: McKay Copins, “God’s Plan for Mike Pence,”  

The Atlantic, January/February 2018, https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine 
/archive/2018/01/gods- plan- for- mike- pence/546569/. 

233 had ever said this: Arturo Garcia, “Did Donald Trump Say It Was ‘Low Class’ for Mike 
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2021, https://www.snopes.com/fact- check/did- trump- say- low- class- pets/. 
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Trump’s Rabid Debate,” Fast Company, September 30, 2020, accessed August 18, 2021, 
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- card- after- trumps- rabid- debate.

236 the Delaware Humane Association: Laura Entis, “Major Biden’s ‘Indoguration’ Raises 
$202K for Delaware Humane Association,” PR Week, February 11, 2021, accessed 
August 20, 2021, https://www.prweek.com/article/1707071/major- bidens- indoguration 
- raises-202k- delaware- humane- association. 

236 indicating the dogs: Alexandra Jaffe, “Biden Dogs to Make Appearance During Puppy 
Bowl,” ABC News, February 5, 2021, accessed August 20, 2021, https://abcnews 
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237 was not particularly serious: “Joe Biden Fractures Foot After Slipping While Playing  
with Dog,” Guardian, November 29, 2020, accessed August 22, 2021, https://www 
.theguardian.com/us- news/2020/nov/29/joe- biden- twists- his- ankle- after- slipping- while 
- playing- with- dog.

237 for additional training: Kate Bennett, “Major Biden to Get Training After Two Biting 
Incidents,” CNN, April 12, 2021, accessed August 20, 2021, https://www.cnn 
.com/2021/04/12/politics/major- biden- training/index.html. 

237 upon recovering from the assault: Rachel Brodsky, “Martin Short Joins SNL as Second 
Gentleman Doug Emhoff, Gets ‘Mauled’ by Biden’s Dog Major,” Independent, March 28, 
2021, accessed August 20, 2021, https://www.independent.co.uk/arts- entertainment/tv 
/news/martin- short- snl- doug- emhoff- b1823484.html. 

238 all injuries were minor: Dareh Gregorian and Lauren Egan, “ ‘Minor’ Major Issues: 
Emails Show Biden Dog Was Nippier Than White House said,” NBC News, August 27, 
2021, accessed August 31, 2021, https://www.nbcnews.com/news/animal- news/minor 
- major- issues- emails- show- biden- dog- was- nippier- white- n1277814. 

238 to the White House: Gregorian and Egan, “ ‘Minor’ Major Issues.” 
238 just about anywhere: Justin Gomez and Morgan Winsor, “Biden’s German Shepherd 

Major Back in Doghouse After Another Biting Incident,” ABC News, March 31, 2021, 
accessed April 19, 2021, https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/bidens- german- shepherd 
- major- back- doghouse- biting- incident/story?id=76784280. 

238 South Lawn with his dogs: Margaret Hartmann, “President Biden’s Weirdest White 
House Habits,” Intelligencer, August 14, 2021, accessed August 25, 2021, https://
nymag.com/intelligencer/article/president- bidens- weirdest- white- house- habits.html. 

238 is actually a Republican: Sharon Coolidge, “ ‘You’ve Got a Great Dog There, 
Kid.’ Wonder the Dog Slightly Injured at Biden Town Hall. She’s Survived 
Worse,” Cincinnati Enquirer, July 23, 2021, https://www.cincinnati.com/story 
/news/2021/07/23/biden- town- hall- who- dog- wonder/8062291002/. 

239 during the exchange: Coolidge, “ ‘You’ve Got a Great Dog There, Kid.’ ”
239 “but absolutely critical”: Shannon Keith interview with the author on August 25, 2021. 
241 new biting or aggression incidents: Michael LaRosa email to the author, December 21, 

2021.
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241 “to live for humans and animals”:  Jane Velez-Mitchell email to the author, December 21, 
2021.

241 James and James’s wife, Sara: Velez-Mitchell email.
241 photos of his new dog: Alexandra Jaffe, “Biden, First Lady Visit Hospitalized Kids on 

Christmas Eve,” AP News, December 24, 2021, accessed January 10, 2022,  
https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-lifestyle-jill-biden-holidays. 

241 around the globe for their service: “Commander, the Newest Member of President Joe 
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10, 2022, https://www.usatoday.com/picture-gallery/news/politics/2021/12/28/meet 
-commander-presidential-puppy/9030197002/.

241 with the vice president’s grandchildren: Elena Moore, “President Biden’s  
Dog Champ Dies,” NPR, June 19, 2021, accessed August 20, 2021,  
https://www.npr.org/2021/06/19/1008356025/champ- joe- biden- dog- dies- white 
- house- german- shepherd. 
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President Biden’s Senior Dog, Champ,” Hollywood Reporter, February 20, 2021, 
accessed August 20, 2021, https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/politics- news 
/newsmax- host- and- guests- skewered- after- mocking- president- bidens- senior- dog 
- champ-4135898/. 

241 “miss him always”: Elena Moore, “President Biden’s Dog Champ Dies,” NPR, June 19, 
2021, accessed August 20, 2021, https://www.npr.org/2021/06/19/1008356025/champ 
- joe- biden- dog- dies- white- house- german- shepherd. 

241 “waiting in the wings”: Hartmann, “President Biden’s Weirdest White House Habits.” 
241 delayed the cat’s arrival: Katie Rogers, “Jill Biden Is Chasing the President’s Most 

Elusive Campaign Promise: Unity,” New York Times, September 19, 2021, https://www 
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